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MAJOR JOHN CARTWRIGHT, 

LONDON. 



My Dear Major, 

Many yean before I had the honour of your acqaaintance, 
and the pleasure of enjoying your society, as a guest under ray 
humble roof, my mind's eye washed on you as the chosen man, 
■uiUh tlie aid of a few sack sterling characters as yourself who 
might live I'lng enough to redeem yoiir heloTsed Old Englandfroitt 
the degraded state of slavery and comiplion into whidt she has 
unhappily fallen, since the days of the immortal Alfred, and 
that Glorious Revolution vihich secured, upon liberal principles, 
the Crown of these Realms, to the iUuslrious House of 
Brunswick by the Voice of the People; 

Hei mihi, qualis eist! quaaluoi mutatus ab ilia 

Hectore. 

The period of such redemption on constitutional prin- 
aiples, seems nearly arrived, and in that conviction, I have 
roused my heart Jrom the despondency and Jrivalous pur- 
suits in uihieh it has long been entangled, that it might not 
be completely broken, before some Hampden like yourself 
should be enabled to pour lite balm of consolation and redress 
tuaxssfally, upon many a wounded spirit like my own, by 
that very radical process of Heforai, to whic/t you certainly 
have converted me. Having been sime years ago most miquit- 
ausly branded Tiiilh infamy, by a red hot iron of our College of 
Justice, the preservation of lije, limb, property, liberty, or 
domestic comfort, have all, Jrom that damning stigma, become 
to me objects of the most pcrfict indifference ; and I now pre- 
sent myself to the British Public, as a volunteer sacrifice on the 
altar of my Cottntry's unalienable Rights, that immediate reform 



L. 



of existing, abuses , hy^ legal measures^ mayy if yet possible, pave 
the tioay Jar a radical cnre to all kei^ canrosi'H and cofroding 
tvrongs. After this dedaraiioUf yfm, must not, my dear Sir^ 
wonder, if you find some daring truths, in defiance of libel, 
and EX OFFICIO inquisitors, ^a/7i tfte beginning to the end 
of this publication : because, though they may crush one toorm 
of Reform, by the relentless foot of a Rotten Borough, my 
spirit shall spurn at their impotency, and soar for beyond the 
reach of remorseless venal giants, toko inhabit the earth m these 
our days. Since the morning yon left m/ house, the vortex of^ 
reformation, into luhick your poUtiad creed and logic plitnged 
" me, has whirled with such impetuosity, that na leisure htts been" 

found for the deliberation and arrangement, so necessary in a 
pamphlet, intendedfor general circulation among my countrymen; * 
great allowances, wM consequently be made by libercd minds^far 
many errors and defects in this performance, which can easily be 
cCfrected, should it survive a first edition. To those of my^ 

fellow citizens, who last year lent a hand^ by their votes and 
countenance, basely to stigmatize me as an incendiary, a sedi* 
tious demagogue and a traitor to my country and its legitimate 
Mng, yow will perceive that I have thrown oufthebhchjhg of 
death or victory, hefhre the grand jury of my national peerf.- 
I now solemnly accuse, and summon one and all of inyfoes, H^ 
an^oier my present tetort of their infamous charges against mOp 

' at that awful tribunal of unerring judgment, from whose decision^ 
indeed, there can be no appeal, wheit they and I post to *• the 
land oftheleal,^*for which, on the score of loyalty, lam as welt 
prepared as the best of them. Whatever my other sins may bey 

for which 1 hofve to implore the mercy of a just andgracioue- 
God-, at the great day of trial the want of honest egg/hctionfor- 
Scotia and her brave upright sons, never can be urged against me' 
by the Devil, that arch-accuser himself, or arty of his infemtd creW' 
on thefhce of the earth, or from the deepest recesses of the bot^ 
tondess pit. My hytdty indeed jnay differ greatly, from ihe^ 
royaUynow^ofb^hioruMeotPtxris, Madrid^tmd other capittdep- 



u Jo* msertios, because Hi lAaraetetiHic as an inde- 
pendent Caledonian is l/rieflj/ this .• I cmddtmih/eneat iiei<oti-Ju 
kits the fpot of ground, if I kneviit, vihich has ever been kaUom- 
td with the print of the uoble il'illiam tVallace' s Jbot ; while I 
would not condescend to wipe one shoe of the immacidate David 
King of IsraH, were the via'idering, or any other Jew, to present 
so precious a relickjor this act ofhoinage to an indignant Scot, 
You wtH perceive, in the discussion of the Union Canal's merits 
in these sheets, how, andtvhy my feelings are roused to a degree 
of ptireazif, that I can only amtroul by giving ikem vent in this 
great gun, if yrm please to call me sa, though t lately ran the risk, 
and may do so now, of excommunication Jrom the Kiik of Scot- 
land, at present amplg supplied with ordnance of so capacious 
ti calibre as to admit the largest blnciamnor's head, Jrom cmy 
To'iaceanisCs shop in Edinburgh. Jbr diicltarge, like grape or 
cannister shot, ag,ainst every radical in llie United Kingdont. 
In page li-1, inill be teen tlie luminous extinguisher of the Royal 
Society, clapl on my jMeian rushlight as a Jirelirand, which 
whizied something about the march of the human mind; and tn 
page 132, no less a sumthanjburteen thousand pounds, may be 
descried taking a rampant leap from my bank, to that of a power- 

Jul rival's, viho had most cordially joined in the denunciation on 
. my head, as an outcast C/iapmanJrom t!te Merchant company^ 
whose crazy pack could not be sajely trusted viith eo large a sum 
iy any pvdent Hoyalist, wlio cherished a natural antipathy to 
seditious Loyalists of every description; more especially, one 
mho had dared to condemn the city Magtstrales Jar foul play 
among the Jre and miter leorks belonging to the community. 
The Resolutions in these sheets, I confess, are too long, but they 
are, injact, the broken Jragments of a speech, which my co- 
adjutors coneeived too prolix Jvr any audience, though consisting 
of evident truisms, and many sound political confessia)is ^ 

faith, that I mas tmitiiUing ioconsiga to oblivion, in a country 
like Scotland, liardly emerged Jrom the i:,loom of vassalage to 
the dawn iJrtUioitalJreedom, lohich some thirty years ago, was so 
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ttmptdely eclipsed h^ the terrible dragons of the re/brvier Pitt, 
that hardly one ray of lif(ht has been since shed on the subject^ 
till youf late, lecture conjured the tartarean darkness of our hori* 
zon almost entirely away* From the hardy sons of insulted, 
starved f betrayed Norway^ xve have urgent reasons to hope /or 
some practical lessons on sound and ppular freedom in a Umit' 
ed monarchy f and they shall occasionally corruscate in the 
pages of the Aurora Borealis, as those loyal northern streamers. 
On constitutional principles, which never can mislead so intMi" 
gent a people as we are, though perhaps not quite on the ntrtk 
side of aU the Scandinavian shores, in point of liberal policy* 

Some sage may importunately demand, what particular gric' 
vances, however insufferable, have to do with the general process 
of Radical Reform, and why blend my private complaints with 
a remonstrance against public wrongsf Every sapient head of 
this inquisitive doss, may be referred to the synthetical ikethod 
of demonstration, preferred by the great Lord Bacon, to the 
analytical mode of resohing any proposition. The House of 
Commons invariably demand' strong cases, as the basis of any 
investigation, bill, or parliamentary act be/ore they mil proceed 
in the operation required Jbr the relief of individuals or com^ 
munities. I have consequently composed, secundem artem» 
more than one statement of facts y which I defy the enemies of 
Reform to contradict, when I moreover here tell them, that while 
men of even my reputed slender gold or mental talents have to 
ran a tenyears gauntlet of political persecution, what must be 
the fate of the miserable sinners, who can hardly boast of so 
much in silver ? On the answer to this one question, we may 
safely erect a hypothetical edifice, that carries conviction from 
the very foundation or comer'Stone, to the highest jdnnacle in 
the temple of truth, which no honest independent mind can, or 
will now contemplate as a fabrication. 

Other authorities for my conduct as a political writer, or 
champion in the literary fidd, may still be ix)anting,let inquisi^ 
tors afier them^ also ask the shades of ike Royal Robert Bruce, 



ike Regal Guilavus Vasa, the renoTimed IVUliam fVaUace, tht 
mognanmous IViUiam Tell and the iUustrimis Hampden, and 
learn the glorioiti consequences which resulted^from their rigtn^ 
desire to obtain indix'idually retrilmtkm justice, to their respec- 
tive courUries, before I can be justly taxed viilJi the ra^e of 
impotent revenge, or the insane notion of filling every breast 
with my partial resentments. A numeroua respectable body of 
my fellow subjects, as subscribers lo the Union Canal, were last 
teason duped and inndted in the grossest manner, besides being 
dexterotidy kicked out of' Parliament, as turbulent sediiiousjbols 
or ■madmen, who dared, with three hundred thousand pounds in 
their pockets, to oppose the werits of their practicable line of 
canal, to the well knifivii deserts of one, which had accordln 'Iv 
been deserted, as a plan lUterty impraeHcable, for the long space 
of thirty years till lately re-adopted by the Magistrates rf 
Edinburgh, as the only one wliich the public \eere to have, should 
it, like the Com Bill, be ctammed dawn their throats at the 
bayonet's point. I here, in my own name, and in that of mt/ 
fellow subscribers, enter my solemn protest against all stich par- 
■ tiol proceedings, and conjure the Independent Membi'rs of 
Parliament, at the approaching Session, to watdi over the 
reasonable claims of the Union Canal subscribers . tvho never 
yet had an opportunity afforded them, fairly tu state the parti- 
csdar hardships of tlaeir case. Some highly improper, but 
teasonable riots for the enemies of the Union Canal, look place ■ 
in Edinburgh; and ihnugh they evidently originated in the 
obnoxious Corn Bill then passed, these attrocious movements 
wem very sirtistrously laid at the doors of the innooent peti- 
tioners in ftvour of the Union CanaL Let this dark trans- 
action, be impartially exposed to flie li^ht of day. and I shall 
stake every thing dear lo my character, that it would prove one 
of tlie strongest ailments in favour of Radical Reform which 
tliis publication, or any other, can contain. 

You have for thirty years, been throwing the pure pearls nf 
. reason at thefeet ofsKine, without having succeeded in jnakin^ 



^ many Bttctms on ikg ectrre jrf rMirndf^aten^ nt ymtt fen^ 
curing exertions have oertainUy deserved which has inditeedt^m 
io view the subject in a different lights and suit my presctiftunU 
MaHe nature of the disease^ as you must have perceived, in olte 
ffiuy moUos to this publication. Bath John i>*tdl and Sanders 
Secemd'Sighty have long been obnoxious to morbid affecticms in 
their vitalSf from the number of rotten eggs of the Borough 
Brood, tahich have been pent up in their bowels, with the 
vumtdeletrious effects on their respective constitutions. FbOuleney^, 
eomtipdtion, cachexy, nay. cholera morbus, or what 0ie French 
4enn the dogs disease, and its concomitant Pad^obia, haw all 
»t Aeir turns, threatened ihe Hves of their patie/dSt in ^pite of 
Ae number o/* placebos which state empirics have hitherto pre^ 
scnbedm In dangerous cases, let usy Uke Doctor Last, ply the 
Meiade at bath ends: You, with your radical laTement, and I 
w^ the gilded piU of good humour, or the nauseous pdtion of 
Chfporation venality, and the devil must be in the belly of the 
beasts, if we do not soon purge and vondt both their con^ 
stkutione,into a state of renovated health in body and mindf or 
ms a teamed Doctor must term it. Mens sana^ in carpore 8tmo% 
ati Ae soundest principle; and secandum artem, as honest state" 
Wrights, or sworn physicians. 

&om^ shrewd persons may persist in obseroing, that were 
Sadical R^orm really a popular desideratum, the cry far it 
tomld be so general, that no Minister could dare to disregard it 
any longer; but to this, let me in a Jew words reply: In the 
foUomng pages, ample reasons are assigned for the supposed 
empathy me this head, though a very formidable one has not yet ^ 
bmi stated. The great majority of the manufcicturingxiassee, 
in many parts of the country^ when consulted eboajit petitions, 
have indignantly driven the friends of Reform on Constitutional 
Principles away from them, with this alarming apostrophe: 
^ Talk no longer to us about your canting prayers and slavish 
^ petitions, the day for such acts of servile devctian has passed 
<< ssmyf(^em,^liscetheC(msSiUwas€im^ 



** of the ffatitm, whik the Voice of the People, though sHJUtlmtk 
" BayonetsandGunpowder,wa$ laudjdeep.and universal af^aiiist 
" it. IV/tenever this attitude can be sq/eli/ reverted, mlhgourpeti' 
" liont at the end nfa pike, tee then indeed mat/ prove ourselveai» 
" be Jreemea, mho ipum at the persevering obseqaiousnett of 
" wretchti like all you h^pocriticid Hefurmers- Begone! tveai* 
" tick to death ofifoUf and ah such ntiserable supplications." 

This piece of intelligence I shall here Jreelj/ communicate to 
the existing governmeid; and though I expect none of thar 
secret-seri>ice~money, I may add, that they should be cautiaut of 
reducing or diminishing their large standing army, tiil the 
sahlary xoork of Reformalian proceeds under the auspices, and 
iff the direction of our Stale I'ilots, lest they encounter a shoct- 
iuj tornado, that evry loyal subject imist deprixate, ns ntiuli as 
lee do, for our oven sake, and that of ike iv/ioie country. 

J have lately discovered a vihole ■oulume (jf most extraordinary 
printed documents, connected with the Rotten Boroughs of 
Scailand, a duplicate of which I have directed, in safe kands^ 
for you, in case i^ any accident happening to myself before ih« 
whole be pitilished, to convince the deluded peo^ of this country^ 
of their vatsalage to the most mllanous system of vile corrup- 
tion and despicable venality that ever disgraced a Christian 
community. If you can procure any papers of the same sort ill 
London, where the General Convention Committee had a cor' 
responding branch, you will do the cause of Radical Reform 
the most essential service, by so disgusting a display <if Ramiad 
abuses in thitperttan of the- United Empire. 

You are well aware of the unfoir treatment to lo/iich all the 
Opposition PuUications are exposed, in every part of the 
Kingdom, at t!ie whole of ike public readtng-rooint, coffee- 
houses, hotels, SfC. for one of iheni, notfotver than eight of 
the Ministerial prints may readily be obtained, and in many 
places, not a single paper in the side oflilierty, can be had for 
krve or money- Nay, it often happens, that when tJie Morning 
Chronicle or Independent Whig, SfC. contain a well viriUen 
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CMoy orparagraphy in defence of rational and liberal principks 
0fpoliciff the 'whole paper is carried off' or concealed by some 
infifrnal spirit 9 and cannot tifiervoards be found* Under such 
discouraging circumstanceSf it indeed behoves the Friends of 
Radical Reform^ in some way or other ^ to counteract the fotal 
effects of this growing evil upon all their reasonable expectations 
of something likejair play between them and their opponents* 
Jn Edinburgh, it is generally believed^ that an official list is 
preserved of every resident there, who receives Cobbet^s Register, 
or any other obnoxious per/ormance, that in due time andplacCp 
he may be taught more prudence » 

Before most of my readers reach the end of these typogra- 
jMcal toils, you, among the rest, wHl be apt to stamp me as 
one (^ the vainest little Jellows you ever met with in the whole 
course of a long eventful life Rather than take the trouble 
here to exculpate myself foom the charge, I shall at once plead 
guilty, that nobody may have reason to accuse me in this respect^ 
4it least, of very notorious singularity, by any deviation from 
the well known canon attributed to the xvisest of men, *^ Vanity 
ff Vanities, all is Vanity^** consequently both you and I come 
under the general rule, for Solomon evidently had not one 
exception in his mind's eye, when he stamped this dogma on the 
foce of the universe. 

Be assured, my dear Sir, that every attention will be paid 
to your strictures on the Political Speculum, so for as they shall 
stand the test of my own deliberate judgment ; for although 
your great experience, acknowUdged abilities, and sterling inte* 
grity, command my highest admiration and warmest esteem, I 
never do implicitly pin my foith to the sleeve of any man, haw^ 
ever superior to myself, until I can, by thought and reflection, 
assign a sound reason for all my confessions^ as his disciple. 
Believe me, my Dear Major, 

Your*^ mostfoithfuUyi 
JOHN BORTHWICK GILCHRIST. 

CiXiASGOW, l6t. Nov. ljB15< 



PAELIAMENTARY REFORM. 



PsOCEEDiNGS of a MRETitrc, convened by Piddic Adver- 
tisement and Hand-Bills, for that purpose, in the 
Fives Cotrrt, or Cockpit, Rose Street, Edinburgh, on 
Tuesday the 3d October, 1815. 

A nnmber of nearly Three Hundred Gentlemen, FbeemeMi 
ahd Citizens, having mssemblpd at tbc Hour appointed. One 
b'Clock, it was proposed, by Captain William Johsston, that 
Dr BoBTHwicK Gilchrist be invited to take the Chair; which 
Motion being duly Kconded by Mr EwiKO, and unanimously 
approved, the Chairman proceeded to open the Business with the 
following Address. 



Gentlemen, Freemen, and Fellow-Cilixens! 
1.T having fallen to my lot to discharge the duty of opening the 
.business for which we arc now assembicd, I trust you will attri- 
bute any deficiencies on my part rather to a weak head, than s 
cold heart; — for not one, in this Meeting, can glow with more 
warmth, in our good cause, than my ownj and I hope that you will 
therefore hear me with patience, if not with approbation. Per- 
mit roe to commence by reading the hand-bill which has con- 
vened ufl together, by no higher authority than a simple appeal 
to each individual's private feehngs, on the public subject of Cun- 
atitutional Reform in the Commons' House of Parliament. 

I am most happy to perceive, that the call has not been made 

io vaiiii though every practicable obstruction has been thrown in 

A 



the way of our advertisement, by hand-bills, that its etisteioce 
and circulation might prove as little known as possible to the In* 
habitants of Edinburgh an^ its neigl^u^hpod*. j : ' 

PARLIAMENTARY REFORM. 

The Friends to a Constitutional Reform in the Representation 
of xhk Pe(4>le in PftrUamenty who actually pay Taxes to the. Go» 
vemmentrare recjuested.to nie<^t -ot Tuesday the Sd of. October, 
»t> One o'clock, in the Rose-Street Fives Court, West End, 
No. 180, for adopting the most proper form of Petition to the 
Hou8e of Commons, for the foresaid purpose. 
. Such persons, qualified as above, who may attend for the de- 
sirable object of obtaining, a renovation of the Constitution, will, 
of course, imitate the peacejible and orderly conduct of the Loyal 
Inhabitants of Glasgow, who assembled, on a siniilar occasion, 
with the utmost success; and the result here must also prove 
equally auspicious. ' 

Edinburgh^ Sept. 30, 1815. 

From the nature of the itivittition now announced, we may 
fairly conclude, that those only who were invited, compose the 
real constituent body of this assembly ; consequently, there ca(L« 
not occul* ^ny discussion on the mere question of llefonn, what- 
ever arguments may be adduced among ourselves, with reslpect to 
the means of attaining t>uro6;ec/, or the extent to which it should 
be carried. 

_ * 

Froto those who deem every attempt at political reformation, 
however 'seasonable, judicious, and peaceable, a vain and danger- 
ous labour, we expect neither cordial aid, nor officious intrusion, 
'as they surely will feel as little inclined to identify theirselv^s 
with us, on the present occasion, as we should be to join them, 
or our avowed opponents, the atiti-reformistSf in petitions for the 
permanency of the existing system of government, with, to many 
«)f them at leasts aU \t^ promising ^xA md)S{anUal\\^mxifg^ We 



are not, Ijowever, so unjust or illiberal, as to conilJer tlioM whe 
are not with us, as being all against us; becau^ wc wrll know, 
that many an hanest heart, morally speaking, is on the riglU gidti 
while their hands and tongues, from motives of priiilencc, timi- 
dity, apprehension, connection, or even despair, are tied up to 
support a state of things, which they are, nevertheless, conscioiu 
is truly toron^. After this explanation, what person here can 
doubt, that the tame orderly conduct, unanimity, and good-will 
wliich were so lately evinced among the Glasgow Loyalisls, who 
there petitioned for Reform, will not only grace the whole of our 
proceedings, but also carry us all home in safety and peace to 
our respective places of abode, as the discreet citizens and frrfr 
men of Edinburgh. 

Some of my hearers will probably be surprised at the epithet 
'Loyal being applied to our friends in the west country, by coq- 
■luding, that the terra, though hitherto often p'osiiiutcd to the 
basest purposes, is equally applicable to every individual here; and 
■»o in the fair construction of language, really is the case, being ihe 
derivative from loi, " a law," as royal is from rot, " a King;" 
whence, in France, the partizana of Louis, are justly called flo^n/- 
ists, being those who support the divine rights of Kings, and the 
■passive obedience and non-resistance of ttieir subjects. 

From our political principles, which will soon be developed in 
'our Confession of Faith, while we may conscientiously claim the 
title of Loyalists, we shall never envy those who controvert the 
soundness of our doctrines, their more appropriate appellation of 
Pure Royalias, as their worthy brethren in France are now af. 
fording such convincing proof of their arbitrary sentiments and 
tanguinary dispositions, that every honest man, who reveres a li- 
mited monarchy, must shrink with horror from the defence of the 
conduct and leading principles of the Pure Rectilinear Royalists, 
in that devoted empire. 

To weak men, who can reason only by calling each other abu- 
sive names, we shall consign the miiltum in parvo slang of Jacobin 



«id Black Nebf on one hand, to be counterbabmced b^ tbe moir 
significant designations of Royalist and Jacobite^ on tbe otber; 
while, as rational beings, we &hall confine our argumeota wiihiA 
the bounds of candid discussion, without flinching from so wide a 
&ld for the exercise of logical acumen, wheneyer and wbereyer an 
open epemy bravely throws down the gauntlet. Refarmer^^ in.emy 
age and country, must, for a while, patiently submit to contempty 
'abuse, and ungenerous t]:eatment, with that .becoming (brtitudet 
which nothing but the consciousness of a jast cause can inspirfy 
until the dark clouds of ignorance, avarice, and error, that malign 
nantly lower on the light of radical truth, shall break asunder*, and 
display the rising radiance of ber heavenly splendour* . 

In this hope let us manfully persevere, though the magisterial 
Anti'Te/brmists, Rulers^ ScribeSf LevHeSf ^ndPharis^s, of our Jeru^ 
mJenif have so fiu* frowned, on the humble disciples of Reform, as to 
jaake us fain to shelter our devoted heaiiif and oknoa^ous petiiBipns» 
tmd^r the roof of a Cockpit^ or trust them> uncovered, during 
the scowl of equinosdal stonns, to tbe care of Providence and the 
canopy of heaven* 

Major Cartwright, as an independent EngUshnifln of the Iftimp^ 
den school, though far. advanced in years, and constitutionally a 
▼aletudiniarian, lately imposed on himself the arduous task of 
readbg a long and impressive discourse on. the natuf^Cf origj^n^ pro* 
gress and extent of the English Constitution^ to the advocates of, and 
petitioners for, reform in the Scottish capital. 

The person who had unintentionally devote^ a room to the te- 
nerable apostle of radical Reform, for his lecture, in the centre 
of the city, was menaced with supreme displeasure* even for kia 
mercenary hospitality to the aged Champion of Freedomt who had 
previously applied in vain, to the Grand Freemasons of Scotland^ 
for the use of their Lodge, to accommodate his self and audience^ 
on that particular occasion. 

Our veteran leader, scorning to hide his self or political princi* 
pies in holes or coraere, nor willing to place, the Ught of ancient 



EngUsh Uir and Saxon hiiloryi whence his conclusions are all 
drawn, under a buthtl, in the very cradle of Caledonian liberty, 
reli^D) jurisprudence, and literature, boldly made one effort to 
convince both the high and the low, of this place, ttui his doc- 
trines were sound, and every way coneCitutional. 

For this generous purpose, Major Carcwright avowedly circu. 
lated the handbill, which I sboll now read, and distributed hii 
tickets accordingly. 

Edinburgh, \Wi Sept. 1815. 
A LECTURE on the Constitution of England wlU be deliver- 
ed at the Royal Exchange Coffee-Room, High-Strcet, on Friday 
next, 22d of this instant, precisely at One ©'Clock, P. M. by 
John Cartwright, Esq, For admisaiou to which, 200 Tickets 
free of Expence, will be presented to Digiiitariea of the Law, to 
Ci»il Magistrates, to Land Propriecora, to Professors and Doctors 
of the University, to Ministers of Religion, to Commission Officers 
of the Navy or Army, and other Gentlemen, to Members of the 
Faculty of Advocates, to Writers of the Signet, to Solicitors, to 
Practitioners in Medicine, to Merchants, Manufacturers, and 
others in Trade, to Agriculturists aud Operattven in Mechanics, &c. 

I blush for the chilling reception, that our admirer of the patriotic 
King Alfred, of the G/orioasflrtK);u(JDH o^l688,and the friend of the 
enlightened Sir William Jones met with, from the noble, the re- 
vercnd, the worshipful, and the mighty men of this ancient mc- 
tropohs, while my heart glows with delight and satisfaction at tlie 
very opposite conduct of many thousands in Scotland; who, though. 
neither baronets nor right honourables, are not less honest men. 
loyal subjects, and lovers of their country. 

To such of this meeting, as heard the worthy Major's lecture, 
or admired his zeal in behalf of radical Reform, it must be truly 
gratifying to learn, that after enjoying for more than a week, the 
true Scottish hospiialitiei and festivities of a Noble Duke's man- 



L 



6 

tbn tm the borders, he is proceeding, witk renovated heakby 
hopes and spirits, oii his disinterested missioa through OU Eng* 
bmd, to his family and friends in London, whence the pufa& may- 
yet be favoured with his constitutional discourse in print. 

It is time we advert to the string of resolutions, which, ■ with 
due deference, wiB be submitted for amendment, rejection, ' or 
adoption, by this meeting, who, I flatter myself, v^Il still have the 
goodness to hear thos^ preliminary remarks which may be requi- 
site, that no man of common understanding, shall either miscon* 
ceive or misrepresent the nature,' extent, and probable result of our 
intended proceedings. ' . / 

The people of England, generally speaking, know very Utite 
of the radioai Reform^ and those of Scotland still less, which hat 
been incirlcated' by Major Cartwright in various publications, for 
thirty years past, and is now happily adopted by the respectable 
members of the Hampden Club^ and other societies, in diiferent 
parts of the British Empire. ' . , 

' I have endeavoured to infuiJe the spirit, ♦ express the mind^ 
and embody the grand political maxims t>f our experienced guide 
and faithful monitor, into that series of resolutions, which I shall 
soon have the honour to read before this assembly, some of whom 
may probably disapprove of their number and length, till the 
reasons shall be deliberately assigned, for extending them beyond 
the usual bounds of such declaratory docunnents. 

The Loyalists and Royalists of this country, as well as in France, 
are completely at issue in the present awful crisis of national and 
continental affairs ; one party or other roust stand or fell for cver^ 
in public estimation, by a fair submissive appeal to the impartial 
tribunal of their respective peers, at the truly loyal bar of the 
whole community, to avert, in time, the sanguinary decision which 
must always be expected from the tdtima ratio reguniy that is now, 
alas ! desolating the finest country in Europe ; which Britain herself 
must have felt, with a vengeaace, in the year 1745» bad the Pre^ 



tender landed on our shores with a million ofjoreign mercfnaries at 
his heels, liite Louis the desired, on his return to the French capital. 

We, as Reformists, have been so much persecuted, reviled, and 
traduced, by Anli-refbrmiits, that in common justice to ourselve?, 
we are bound to publish our political Expose or Creed, and ha?e 
thus a right to demand a similar Manifesto from our adversaries, 
being the fairest contrast they can make to our avowed princi- 
ples, even as radical Reformers. 

The church, in her Confession of Faith, has extended the decla- 
rations, professions, or opinions, &c. of her followers, to thirty- 
nine articles; ours are comprised in ihirtj/, to be placed immediate- 
ly on record, that when the great day of reckoning shall arrive, 
for come it will, and that right soon, it may then he distinctly- 
»een, whether the Reformists or Aiiti-refoi-mtMs, are the g-iiuine 
friends of their country, laws, and Kinir, according to the Englisit 
•Constitution, and the liberal maxims whereon the Glorious Revolu- 
tion was founded, which, from a state of slavery and oppi-ession, 
redeemed this Nation, and gave them, at least, the means to be- 
come the most happy and free people upon earth, had these been 
■aubiequently improved as they really deserved. 

Some fastidious Royalist may demand, why any transposition, 
from the usual order of arranging the Sovereign's relative situation, 
■with his subjects, can, with propriety, take place? And I shall 
merely state, in reply, that the existence of a country is as much 
^'o*- to its laws, as a peo^/e are to their King; this natural posi- 
tion is, therefore, no more derogatory to Mnjesty, as the head of 
the state, than the precedence which, for a similar reason, the 
itaio, in common language, iias over the Gospel. 

Reformists have been but too often shamefiilly traduced and 
scouted as imis, bats, toads, serpents, rattlesnakes, reptiles, mis- 
creants, incendiaries or assassins; who, concealing themselves in 
'hales, caves, nests, dens, ditches, and other lurking places, only 
darted out, from their dari and dirty retreats, when favourable 
•opportunities occur, under specious pretences, for doinj 
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{p tVir country; aqcusationsy all of them falsei in the ^hy ;hii« 
^uage of an exalted legal character, as ike heUt whence they 
originally sprung, the black recess of some; despicable toad-eater's 
malignant heart* 

That bad men may mingle with the very best inclined, there 
can be no doubt; for sacred history gives one memorable instanoe 
4>f ^JucUUf in so small a company ab tvodoe chosen followers of 
the Divimty himself. We trust there can bd no ttaiter of thi( 
atamp here, unless under the disguise of a hired spy ^ and, iii-'that 
case, he is most welcome to use all his instrumental talents 2Lgtiaslt 
QS, and, nooreover, to ponder on the potter's fidd^ en passant^ ti 
^ose who have employed him. 

Such sapient sages have, in all probabiUty, instigated the general 
abstractionf swppremon^ and destructions of the numerous hand-biDi^ 
circulated and posted for the business before us, in various parts 
of this good city, now under a harlequin mask otjklsejac0p with 
public notices of a very different compkjUon* 

With the most independent of the newspaper pressed wholly 
•hut against us, and every low engine at work, to counteract d 
our efforts in favour of Reform^ we ask, from the candid ind 
n^enuous mind, no farther proof of the congenial t^prehension 
which Major Cartwright's exposure, over all Scotland, of consA 
tutional truths and flagrant abates has excited in maiiy venal and 
grovelling souls. 

They really are themselves conscious of being guilty of ihtme 
very deeds qfdarknesSf with which they have hitherto branded all 
Be/brmerSf while, in fact, their enemies alone are the men vrho 
now shun the light of day, the Jbrce of reason^ and the ben^tdal 
consequences of candid inquiry among rational beit^s. 

At present, there is undoubtedly so far peace and plenty in the 
landf as to prevent every alarm on that score, which could other- 
wise be created by presssing want or urgent distress. When' the 
martial planet of the British Empire is in the zenith of its' gloi^, 
and the Sun of Victory, over the hills and plains of Waterloo^ is 



absolutely dazzling our admiring eyes, and astonished senses, 
with his radiant blaze, can we be said to love darkness rather than 
the lig^fit, while we asaeinbie under such brilliant auspices, merely to 
beg ajid pray submissively, that our own representatives and rulers 
will be just, or even generous, enough to restore, after a patient 
hearing, ant long lost or utolen rights. 

Shall such humihty, patience, and aubordinatiot), for ever be 
calumniated, aa treasonable or seditious by the Lords of the land, 
though their Lord and Mailer, the great God of Heaven and 
Earth, doth never accuse his suppliant creatures of atlirapting, 
with their prayers, to take the kingdom above by storm; on the 
coMrary, they are invited, by divine precept itself, to accomplish 
that object with a species ofholi/ violence, in the way of persevering 
mppUcation ! and shall we be always denied a. similar right below, 
by perishing worms like ourselves, without even raising an im- 
ploring voice, wnth impunity, to the hard foot, which unfeelingly 
levels us with the dust. 

Last year, when some of our most respectable t:\i\zem presumed 
to pray to Parliament, merely for cheap coals and corn, by a prac- 
ticable canal, they were denounced, not only in this capital, but, 
if report be true, in the avgiist aaenibli/ of the Nation, by one of 
the members, who ought to have been better informed, as dema- 
gogies and rcvolutionarjj democrats, though their transaetiuaa, as 
subscribers, to a most useful enterprize, had no more to do with 
treason or sedition than baronets have with bag-pipes, or an ephe- 
meral Lord with the scarlet cloak of a speckled ladiflanders. 

This disappointment and defeat, upon that memorable occasion, 
rather by numerical than logical force, will be more than com- 
pensated, should the NexB Grand Canal, projected and patronized 
by a most patriotic magistracy, ultimately succeed. 

In that auspicious event, every loyal inhabitant would rather 
rejoice, than repine at the inJatUhle sagacity of the Magistrates, 
and with heart-ftlt gratitude, would acknowledge, that the Union 
Canal subscribers were but poor fallible men, like the late Provost 
ef Glasgow. 
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It isy on the whole» most fortunate tbr the people of Edinburgb^ 
that they can at last depend on the speedi/ execution of a Grand 
Bival Canalf as a whole host of powerful individualsf are bound in 
honour, conrntency, and justice ^ to redeem their valuable pkdge on 
this subject) from their Jellaw citizens; who will» no doubt, live in 
hopeful expectation of so great a blessing, and consequently never 
can die in despair of cheap cqals^ and many other commodities. 

I flatter myself, that this audience will pardon the long di«* 
gression just made, when they recollect, that not long ago I was the 
solitary mctim^to that memorable dispute, during which mjresoluHam 
and proceedings in favour of the Union Canal were to have been 
burnt by the hands ^the common hangman^ mysclE expelled BS9ipesi$ 
from the immaculate worshipful Merchants Company ; among whose 
inqpscrtial records, they were never officially enrolled, being denoun- 
ced and expunged as too plajfjul?si6, profane for such pure Records of 
Truths Loyalty f and sound doctrines, I asserted nothing of which^ 
as an honest man, or a true and loyal subject of a limited Mo- 
narchy, I am, to this ^ay either ashamed or afraid, and I shall^ 
on that score, continue to treat, estimate, and defy all my avowed 
and anonymous enemies, according to their several deserts. 

The part which I have taken in the Cause of Radical Rrform^ 
upon full conviction from my late venerable guest's valuable pub- 
lications, and logic, shall be defended and maintained, with the 
same unbending spirit, which supported me through my Union 
Canal ordeal, because I never shall renounce the Truth, merely 
from having learnt it from an abler man than myself, as I must 
honestly confess, that Major CartWright alone converted me from 
being an expedient — to become z Constitutional Reformer, 

Like six proselyteSf I feel so inspired vfith the spirit of conversion^ 
that I now mean to make, with due submission, a fair trial upon 
your minds, which I trust will be as open to, conviction, as my own, 
while you attend to our proposed Expose or Political Creed; 
consisting, as was formerly observed, of thirty distinct articles* 
These may be termed Convictions, Opinions, Admissions, Can* 



Jessions, Declarations, Propositions, or Resolulions, ftc. Sec. m parti- 
cular cireiim stances shall at any time require, in our avra defence) 
Bucha sweeping and Compre/iemive Norncnctalure, 



May I, at the close of tliis Address, sa far anticipate the cud of 
our very last resolution, (which, asserts — So long as one boasted 
national air shall remind them and every Freeman, that " Britona 
" never shall be Slaves,") ai to transport yon to the first of the 
series on the back of my own ConsUtuiional Pegasus, thu»; — 

While her brave Woiy niles ffriinnnt'u'j wnvts, 

What pow^t on EaH't shall mnke her Frcemm slates? 

Yea, Qutea oj Isles! to thee was FrSfdmi gisenj 

A Gem divine, the gmcioua Gift ot HcBcen. 

WUcb,— tfbe tbe Henes, who with IVallnee bled, ' 

^y Sons rJiidl wear-— or eotitt a gory bed. 

For what is Lift, when FreedoTn flies away. 

But the dark Melcar ot a Gltiimiy Day. 

On— Caledonia! crave Eeform, and sec 

Each wrong icdressed, and every Briton Free. 

'iliat Knglond's ^gis ' on each Slave may frown, 

The Pei^e's Shield, best Guardian of a Crown. 

I,el Caur de Lion, with Ihy Unicom, 

From Ireland's Hnrji, aloft in air white borne, 

Waft this Eolian Solo from the Three, 

" Dear ai Iheir live), our Sons pri/e Lilierly." 

Jlaik! — Union Pipes resound from shore to ^ore; 

Retuni our long lost Hights, nc ask no more, 

To make our bills with clieerful echoes, ling, 

Long live ibe Prince, a British Palriia l^tng' 

Tlien Peace and FUnty, (hrough each aea-girt Ide, 

On every Freeman' s Sane again sliall siuilu. 

To hail great Ccorgu's glory as Ibcir own, 

While reigning in tktir hearts, that primely tlirane, 

• Minerva's Gorg™ shield, which she received from Jujii/er.andCarlwriglil's 
•ignificanl Tj/peod legal iYoliuiM/ MUitJo, nccording to the Constitution. 



J 



,12 

t 

Finn as the RocJct which winds and waves defies, 

* Britannia's King would prove, he never dies. 

See! Peers for worth, much more than birth renowned, 

Majestic spire! with r^al honours crowned. 

From a brave TeopU^i massy basis rise, 

Colossus-like, their May-pole to the skies. 

Round which^ in ehoru$, every loyal throng. 

Might sing with glee— The Prince can do no torong. 

"While our just Rights are sacred in his eye, 

These emerald Ides— may the whole woild defy. 

King^ Nobles^ Fretmen, resting on their Axm,. 

All sound at home; abroad uo false alanna. 

Beneath theur vine, their dive^ and fig-tree^ 

Each might enjoy his cup of Liberty: 

And fiee from fear could thus Columbia hail, 

'* fi^nread, gallant Maid! thy canvas to the gale." 

Let Freedom, commerce, arts, and friendship, hence 

Become our kindred nations' best defen<^ 

This a bold Kingdom, free as ocean's wav^ 

That a Republic, bravest of the brave. 

Both justly pn(Mid of their constituent frame, 

And eadi as deathless as their endless fiim% 

Then shall CoUimlHa with Britannia ipn, 

A matchless Race, and glorious as the Sun. 

When evnry honest heart shall iser abhor; 

Then mankind will on earth yoiV Peace adcffe. 

Till Planets cease to roll — and Time shall be no more. 

* In consequence of the advertisement which iq>peaFed in the Caledonian 
Mercury, with some officious or official observations upon it, both annexed here, 
the above Jeu d* Esprit, versus Esprit de Corps, ^ippeared in the Edinburgh Star, 
under the following Title: 

The TRUE f BALM OF GILEAD, or an InTaUible Nostrum for the Last 
Gasp of Reform, from the Arsenic and Ratsbane Pfescriptionsof a Law anda Devil* 
By Apollo, with Three Strings to his Harp; or his Son Esciilappos on Two Stilts, 

** My bane and antidote are both before me." > Cato. 

f A London Quack happening to offend a Printer's Fbang Nic there^ had 
his next and last pujf of Fragrant Bear's Grease compleliely spoiled, by the 
fundamental error of I being inserted for r.* Had any Old Nic of the Press 
here, in a Reforming fury, substituted I for n, in one of the doses above, he 
might have made a typographical stumble on a pretty notorious political truths 
•A this side of the Tweed. ' 



In Ibe press, ajid specdilj will be published, the Whole Profoedinffi of du 
Mtcting assembled for thmt purpose on Taesda; 3d ituL be the Frves Court, or 
Cock Pi^ Rose-Str«t. The most independent Printin town Imtiiig, rVom.prLi- 
denlial apprehension of die displeasure of tile Lhw Oftieers here, rcfuied insertion 
of the Resaluiions, &c the; will np[>car as it Pamphlet, compriningBlsii some ob- 
vious Reflediana on SivipBDded CajuUs, uid sundry other impurtant objects, 
connected with the permanent wclHire of the Free Sul^ecla and Ciliieus of this 
Metropolis nnd Kingdom. 

N. B.— The Publication wiQ be sidd by all the Booltsellurs in Town and 
Country. 

The Petition! for Pajliameatary Refonn remain now for Signature at Drum- 
raond Street, No. 10, Oihcrplaces will be opened immediattlj for Subscriptions 
of Hhidi the earliest intiinalioa will lie given by bond bills. 

On Tuesday, s meeting of inhabitanta, called by puldic adcertisement, wat 
held in the Fives Court, Rose-Scrcet, to consider of a petition for a reform in the 
Commons House nf Parliament. The people iireiient were between two and three 
hundred. The chair was taken by Dr. Bortbwii:k Cildirist, who addressed llic 
rneeting at considerable lengilj, aniieaocludDdbyproposingaseric^of resoludons 
which were seconded by Captain Johnaton, in a short apfech, and carried by ■ 
shew of hands. A petition to Parliament was oflerwards read and agreed to; and 
after nominating a Committee to procure signatures, and further the petition to 
its destination, ihe meeting dispersed. 

By an advertisement in tiie first page, our readers will perceive, that a detail- 
ed account of litis meeting is ai present in the press; and they will also obKrvt, 
that it is slated that Ihe moU independent print in town has refused insertion 
&oin prudential reasons. 

As the print alluded lo is the Caledonian Mercury, we think it right to 
mention, that we declined to insert the papers in the stale in which they wrre 
handed to us, astiicy appeared lo contain libellous, and eansetfuently sctionahlc 



RESOLUTIONS. 

Resolved, 

I.— That as every reasonable Creature haa a devotional duty 

to perform, and may thereby liope to meet a gracious ear, wIicd lie 

prays for various blessings, at the hands of hia Almighty Creator, 

no true Clirialian can couaisienlly deny to a CoMliluenl body, a 
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umilar obligation and privilege to petition fo^ a legitimate boon» 
from its own liepreseniaiiveSf as the third EsMe of oqeoniDipoteiit 
Parliament. 

IL-— That all unnecessary obstructions to the sacred right of 
preparing and presenting Petitions to the Kingf PeerSf or House 
of CommonSf wherever they occur, rather betray a wish to stifle 
the voice of Truthy than evince the desire of calmly hearing rea* 
sons for granting, the people's just rights, or for redressing those 
wrongs which often oblige them to complain with too much cause, 
and hitherto with so little effect in Parliament. 

. III.— That no Nation can, in any proper sense of the word, be 
called free, when- individual happiness, property, liberty and life, 
are not protected by known laws» emanating from, founded upon» 
and modified by the general tx^U of the people expressed ^i^tr 
personally, or by commensurate Representation. 

IV. — ^That wherever Representation is not co-extensive with 
Taxation^ personal property, and every other fruit of real liberty, 
are too much exposed to the mercy of Landholders, or mere Su" 
psriors^ who simply, as qualified Electors^ have hardly any com- 
mon interest or fellow-feeling with their unrepresented Country- 
men; consequently, these last are so Jar mere vassals or slaves, 
with scarcely one enviable stake left them to defend in their na»- 
tive land. 

V. — That, from a firm conviction of annual Parliaments, and a 
general elective franchise, being the sacred birthrights of English- 
men, we believe the late Duke of Richmond, in concert, thirty 
years ago, with the immortal Reformer^ William Pitt, declared, in 
print, that every individual Briton, but the Prince f the Peer^ and 
the Pauper^ possessed an inherent right, to vote at annual elec- 
tions' for his Parliamentary Representative. Those radical prin- 
ciples admit of no relaxation or innaofition tohateoer, because these 
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alerralioru render tKe ihcet anchor of corruption in Parliament stilt 
Taore imntovea/ile, by implying the uuconsiiiutiofial exiennon of its 
duration to any given period. Under this conviction, every sound 
heart and clean hand should rally round the national Capstan, to pray 
that the good ahip Constitution of Old England, may be safely re- 
moved by a long pull, a strong puU, and a pull altogether, to her 
ancient mooringe, lest she founder at anchor in rotten boioiigh bay, 
or get foully adrift amidst the war of elements, the crash of falling h- 
berty, and the wreck of aurrounding nations, while the planet-etruek 
crew seem afraid to present either a round robin, or a more manlif 
petition to secure eiea their own lalvation, from the yavming gulpli 

VI. — That we consider the sacred privilege of annual and popa. 
lar elections of Members of Parliament, vsat, or ought to have been, 
conceded, with other valuable rigbta, to the Scottish Nation, at its 
Union with England, and therefore we, the Loyal Inhabitants of 
the Scottish Metropolis, in common with all our feliow subjects, 
possess, for ourselves and posterity, asjreetnen, a hereditary dam, 
for the restoration of the English Constitution, to its original pa riiy, 
which can be effected by no other process than, what is generally 
denominated, radical Reform. 

VII.' — That of Three Millions which compose ihe population of 
ScotlaiiJ, the whole number who possess the elective Jra/ichisc, 
does not exceed Ten Thousand, leaving Two Mtllians and Nine 
Hundred Thousand Free souls, as little qualified as the most abject 
slaves of the Grand Turk or the Great Mogul, by any token uhicli 
can shield them effectually, from the intolerable lash and imposi- 
tion of incessant collections, njja^ subscriptions, compulsive contribu- 
tions, fiscal extortions, mortuary duties, grinding exactions, enor- 
mous fees and legal eiipeaces,Jlagrant abuses. Corn Bills, and various 
other inquisitorial Taxet: Burdens aiane galling enough to insjiire 
even the Spanish mules, the i»oit patient asses, of any country, to 
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make persevering «ftd auXUe appeak te the »elf4ntere8i of ttwii ' 
imperious Masters^ before their backs are irrecoverably brokeOi dtar^ 
log the progress of a long journey* 

VIII.— That the PaironSf Pryechrs\ Admirers^ and Ftiendt 
of Saving Bankif are bound in honour and jnaticey to Petition Pur- 
Uamentf for extending the elective suffrage to every ekes in So- 
ciety» that cM hands msij secure the adefttaSe protection of their 
ovDfi accumuhting deposits. This object can oi^ be obtataed^ 
linnig^ the medhtm of direct Representationf before the necessitiei 
•f the Statef at no distant penod, may require Ten per cent, upon 
Corpi^a/y besides the Existing Tax on income, which then coaibki« 
ed> would totally exhaust one Hundred' Pounds in Jive years, that 
the brooding Eomomist had probably saved by long fasting and 
the most penurious expenditure in fifi^; little dreaming, g^ood 
ieaay man, the whole time, that his own goose egg, might tdtimtie* 
ly have the honour of being hatched as a goldfinch^ by an urban 
cuckoo, a royal iwan, or a king's fisher. 

IX.—- That we may boldly retort the reproaeh of InmnaHion 
upon JacMte Royatids^ and their &vounte Borough Mor^ers^ 
who have dared to justify the treasonahie practices of seat settiWi 
because the frequent commission of such crimes, against the so* 
pular branch of the State, was as noioriovs as the sun at noon dat/f 
in that very House of Commons^ where the Speaker deckred, that 
such unprincipied Innovators on the Comtitution^ would have been 
indignarttly spumed by our ancestors, yet, min^Ue dictu! these 
very suspicious characters stand high in oMee, favour, fortune, 
and power, at this day. 

X.-— That since the ascendancy of the Borough Factum^ and the 
increased duration of Parliaments, the national debt, a standing 
army, «nd foreign mercenaries, have all been augmenting in that 
Geometricfd ratioy which has lately alanoed FoUtital Economists^ on 
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applying the same scale to the progressive population of free and 
pacific states) not perhaps being aware, that the exterminating 

tvars, which have desolated the world for half a ceoturyi and may 
continue for an age or two longer, are alone the most radical 
cures for a disorder, infinitely more alarming than the king's evil; 
the monitrum horrendum ! of human fecundity. 

XL— That although Burke justly complained, many years ago, 
of the influence of the Crown being so irresistible, as to demand 
immediate reduction, it has nevertheless acquired since, a tei^bld 
Jorce from the corrupt Borough fiction, and other innumerable 
smtrcet, which, he who runs may read, in every page of our do- 
mestic history, connected with those appaling events on the 
Continent, which ullimateli/ can have no other tendency than to 
confirm the passive obedience of the people, and the irresistibly 
divine rights of their Kings fir ever, unless arrested speeiUlif by 
the interposing Providence oi an omnipotent arm. 

XII.— That ministerial responsiMliti/ has now become a perfect 
mockery, since indemnity for any crime must be readily uhtaiuedi 
from such subservient majorities in Parliament, as lately passed 
their blood-stained Corn Bill, in spite of innumerable petitiool 
from their oiuii constituents; thus leaving tkem no other allemative 
than mute submission, to that logic, which absolute Monarcks, as 
they can do no wrong, have a right to employ, for convincing each 
other, or their own vassals, that Might in all such syllogisms, ia the 
major proposition, and ought to be victorious. 

Xin. — That a Government, kooiever composed, which, without 
mny constitutional controul, wielJfl the svrord of a great and vic- 
torious nation, is not less the absolute master of the people's pro- 
perty, liberties, and lives, than the daring robber, when he, in the 
filth of sKapiag mlh impunity, boldly demands money from peace- 
able subjects, with a pistol at their breasts, on the King's kighmty, 
C 
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in. d^kmoe of Law» Juatket lod Death, in thk woiUy aiidoC tbi 
more awful retponmbiUiy to the Gr€at Judge of all aoeni in that 
wfasch it to corner 



, Xiy ••^^Tbat an imperial and regal conspiraqr of ahtohiie Mo^ 
narchs against the liberties of their sereral subjects, is a dangertmi 
phenomenon in the modem history of Europe, where not one cS 
the ancient Republics still rears its solitary head on the Ckmtinef^f 
tw the expiring image of national freedom : A blank so expressive of 
itsetf,' can prove no very promising sign for us Islandersy vvbf^ 
stiU fondly ding to a shadow while the substance, even araon^ 
ourselves, is visibly consuming in so deep a decUne^ as to exlifliil 
nothing to us now, but Sijaini hope of recovery* 



V XV.«^That on a recent memorable occasion, though a Re^ 
Qsreffnf PreatAer of the Gospd of peace^ took the opportunity <rf 
hattomng a large sikanding army, as the only paltadktm of natiosMi 
al liberty and independence, we frankly declare our opinion to 
h9 the very revet se^ and defy him to prove the soundness or eon* 
sistency of his fcfiijjferm^doctrines, by a reference to the histoiy 
ii aajjree people in the world, or to an applicable text in dioat 
scriptures of iruthf that prockam good coifi on earth, to all maoA 
iaii&. These divine volumes indeed breathe benevolent sentimmde^ 
wiufh an of^or should, with the becoming charity of a tnie ie4 
l&iA^ Pri^f hfAhpraciise and preach among his fellow citisens | 
that/they may thence learn to prize the magnanimous example of 
forgiving, especially zfiUen^ enemy ^ above the fruitless |r«eqj#l 
which merely inculcates such a rare virtue^ or the vile mercenary 
spirit, that puu boA at defiance, by preferring, like Cardmat 
Woolseyt the fleeting ^oour of wa. earthly prince f to Che saving 
grflce . of the King of king6^ - 

. XVI."-»That however high the martialprowcs^and nttHtary gloty 
of 4 repdar 4my$ nay dttevft dly exalt ^ JPrince^ Qa m nme uip 
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ud Officers of a militant state or Church, these alone can never 
consolidate the religious freedom, real independence, commercial 
prosperity, or genuine liberties of a free people, vihoae invincible 
Navy is as much the Natural bulwark of an Island, against erery 
foe from abroad, as a National Militia will prove its only safeguard 
at home, against those absequions Jriertds, who, under the hoty 
mask oi exclusive Loyalty, are preying, with impunity, on the •dtai 
liberties of tiicir Country. 

XVII. That though the brigU deeds of many brave, able 
and upright Britons, shine clearly through their Honours, n(Alif 
■won ; the Jree spirit and generous character of the British Nation 
seems eclipsed., benighted and debased, by innumerable crosses, 
titles, and badges of a d^erent hue, whde tlie splendid processions, 
the musical festivals, the gay feasts, the sprightly dances, and the 
triumphant songs, of the times, rather betray the hectic /lush of a 
wasting consumption, liian that natural ^^ow of health and content 
-which beams, with benignant serenity, on the faces of a pious and 
thriving people. 

XVIII.— That the massacre of French Protestants, the ejecu- 
tion and burnings of Spanish Patriots, the resurrection of the In- 
quisition, and its worthy associates the Jesuits, the suppression of 
Jree Masons, aoifree Schools, the Royal liveries of the People's re- 
presentatives in France, and the shameful transfer of Christian souls 
by millions, like so many countless droves of tlacli sheep on the 
Continent, from one despot to another, all portend an endless and 
sanguinary coMeit between Tyrants attd Freemen, for the extinc- 
tion OT preservation of many religious and civil /(^/i(j, which, during 
the last four centuries, have been gradually dawning over Europe, 
from those ages of night and darkness, to that perfect day, 
which every sincere Christian should hope will be eleri/al. 

XIX. — ^That seeing the abolition of the Slave-trade has, after a 
persevering struggle, become almost universal abroad, surely equal 
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pains will soon be taken to eradicate every degrading nesHge' qf 
slavery at home; for he must be little better than a mere vassal who 
has neither a personal nor representative voice^ in the inter- 
mediate means for securing sdfpreservation or defetice^ as the man* 
I7 inhabitant oi^Jree Country; who, disregarding alike a tit]e» <n< 
a Coacby can still afford to keep a good conscience ^ and thence^ wiU 
both feel for the Christian Captives with our pensioned ally at ^ 
gierSf and for all those who mourn in bondage^ at a much shorter, 
distance^ from oar otift doors, than the Coast of Guinea or Negroe^ 
land. 

XX»— -That some of the most despotic Monarchs on the ContW 
nent) have so far wisely followed the march of the human mind^ as 
t9 grant their subjects, unasked, an essential Reform, in their te* 
▼eral Governments, we therefore should not despair of the Ren^m 
vation required in ours, provided we continue as Christian neigkm 
bours, to ask and pray in brotherly harmony and concert, for a 
restoration of every xn^ite man*s rights, in this kmgdom, with tbt 
unanimity^ confidence, and zeal, of those numerous PetitioneOt 
who happily succeeded in aboHshing the Black man*s toroMgs, 
though, as a Native of Africay a long way without the pakboth 
of our national Church and territory. 

XXI. — ^That a late objection to printed Forms of Petitions by 
the House of Commons, from their own constituents, is most unjust 
and preposterous; \st. Because both the Superior Estates in Par* 
liament, very graciously receive such Petitions, provided only, 
that each Petitioner subscribes his own name; and 2dly, Because 
almost every important written document which the Honourable 
House intends to consider, is ordered to be printed, that each mem- 
ber may thus easUy read and understand it, previous to any final 
discussion or vote on the subject. 

XXIL-— That, in ybrmer appeals for a Reform of the Commons 



tiouw of ParliaiCEDt) the Petitions not only hang Jew in numhrr, 
but ditcordant in claima, were, consequently, rejected, wit!i this »»- 
derstatiding, hotvever, that nwnerous, comiifenf, reiterated Peti- 
tions, whenpver predetited, would command iuimedialc attention 
and due respect from the RepreBcntatives, in that Honourable 
Houset to the public mice, thus distinctly proclaimed by their 
Csnstttuents, injavour of Parliamentary Peform, 

XXIIIi — That we can discover nothing wore alarming in the 
revival oi the elective Jranc/iisE than, in municipal and other aii»iraf 
elections, all over the Kingdom, provided wise syftematic steps 
are previoualy taken to dispatch the whole process in one or two 
dayb; at all events, the hare apprehension of an evil, is no just 
reason for choosing a greater, by robbing a freeman of his blrlh- 
rigkt, for sis years out of seven, and thereby enabling Candidatu 
to corrupt and deceive the people, more readily than could be ef- 
fected, by more /requent appeals to their consciences: Popular 
Electors in thr discharge of a solemn duty, not less honourable to 
themselves as Freemen, than necessary for the latvaiion of their 
beloved Counlry, would be ashamed of hetraying a trust confided 
to them, which must then indeed interest every heart and hand in 
the defence of national liberty against all her avowed or hidden 
foes, xeitkin or without this last asylum of that blessing in Europe. 

XXIV.— That we confidently hope, the Imperial Parliament 
will no longer turn a deaf ear to the praying subjects of the 
Vailed Empire, for restoration of rights and redress of wrongs ; 
when they submissively present no other offensive ivenpons, than 
Petitions after Petitions, for common justice, from their own re- 
presentatives. Such a condescension can produce no danger in 
these immortal days of glory, triumph, nnd renown, while the 
Kings rampant arms, with the subsidized hosts of all Europe, are 
levelling a coup de grace at prostrate France, and nailing her 
fallen Emperor to an Atlantic Rock; more especially if the 
passing scenes are fairly conlratlcd willi the British Parliament's 
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numerous and seasonable concestioos to Irdandf » an 
natiottf when the Lion of England was ingloriouflly stn^lUiig » 
the toila of a hopeless ijoarfare with her American colooiec. 

• ■» ■• 
XXV. — That the puUic xxncet dulf proclaimed in Mfree ttato^ 
or limited monarchies, must be irreskUMe^ to Ms done may be 
attributed, successive acts of justice to injured Ireland, our fint 
peace with America, a repeal of the Orders of Council, of sevenl 
odious taxes, the limitation of military punishments, the emanc^tf* 
iioH of Scottish Colliers, the abolition of the African slave-trade^ 
the abortion of Lord Sidmouth's intended Dissenter's Bill, and 
many other oppressive legislative measureSf too tedious to mention* 
We will not, therefore, despair of the opposition to Radical He^ 
Jorm also, yet yielding, when properly explained and understoodt 
to the same popular JedingSf incessantly conveyed, by Comstitutiinuiil 
Channels^ to Parliament, since similar causes^ sooner or later, must 
produce stmHar effects^ there and every where else* ^ 

XXVI.— That, as the British Nationf not many years after tlie 
restoration of the Stuarts, invited William the Third, though m 
Dvtchmany by the Glorious Revolutionf to sway the sceptre of 
these realms, whence the demotic James had been kgaUy expefl* 
ed; we consign the exploded doctrines of divine right, passive obe* 
dience, and non-resistance, to the admiration of Jacobite Royali^p 
as tenets renounced by the progenitors of all the Loyal subjects of 
the present reigning family, who succeeded to the Crown by no 
other claim than the Lavos of the land, which cannot revhe thoao 
discarded principkSf without the treasonable preference of a pro^ 
scribed racCy to the legitimate dynasty, in the Royal Line of Bruns* 
wick. Professing such sentimerUSf and having no vote whatever 
for a Parliamentary Representative, we here solemnly protesi, 
against submitting any longer, in criminal silence^ to innumerable^ 
iniquitous, and disgusting Taxes, to furnish the means for replacing 
and supporting ike long-rejected Sovereign of France, with three bim^ 
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dred thousand Joreign hat/onets, on a throne againat the general 
will of the French people j because we never can forget, that manj- 
a brave Caledonian lost his head on the scaffold, for suck Jrmtless 
mttenvpts to rcatore a Scottish Prince, under Eimilar circumstances, 
to xixe forfeited regaUty of his Ancestors. Nor will any man, who 
is not more afi-aid of his King than his God, deny, that had 
Charles Stuart been as ej'ectually assisted by France, aa the Bour- 
bons have been by England's blood and treasure, loyalty and trea- 
•oQ would have been convertible terms, and we must long ago 
bare tost both the substance and shadow of Liberty. 

XXVII, — ^That a Committee be immediately appointed for 
drawing up a proper Petition to Parliament, and giving due ef- 
fect to all the resolutions and proceedings of the present company, 
by publication in the Newspapers, corresponding with other ^leoce- 
ahle petitioners, and by every legal measure, which a majority of 
the Committee may adopt, for accelerating the accomplishment of 
Radical Reform upon the Constitutional principles of the Circular 
from the Hampden Clab, and of simiUr aseociations in London. 
Such laudable efforts must doubtless 'om be seconded by every 
Loyal Catholic, who prefers this fair expedient, for ample redress, 
to a vain reliance on the promised fruits of the Union, or to those 
invectives against Government, or individuals, which may retard, 
but seldom can accelerate the progress of justice. 



XXVIII.^That upon deliberately considering the reasoning, 
in the whole of our Resolutions, for the recovery of our just rights 
for the w/Daiiort of our Country, from the ruinous effects of an 
overwhelming debt, for the preservation of all our liberties from 
despotic poaier, for the defence of our properties from the fangs of 
the Borough Faction, and for complete religious toleration, 
including Catholic emancipation on conciUatorif principles, we can 
perceive no other plan so effectual as the prompt adoption of radi- 
cal Reform by Parliament, agreeably to their own solemn deela- 
ratiooR, at that Constitutional prayer of the great body oft/ie people. 
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"which win probably reach their ears, duriftg the tedrie of the 
•uing session, by the spirited exertions of maDy most respectdbk 
members of different societies, meetings, and dubs, associated lor 
that salutary purpose^ to all of whom, as ike Loyal subjects of -the 
King and LawSf our cordial thanks and approbation are moU 
justly due. 

XXIX. — ^That Major Cartwright, the venerable Advocaic^ ef 
Constitutional liberty, is fully entitled to the applause and gr«kif 
tude of all his independent Countrymen, for the shining lights -jbii 
valuable writings, and patient labours have shed» during T'hirt) 
years, on this vital subject; whence at least one thousand uni/brm 
PetitionSf in support of radical Reform, are confidently expected 
aoon from all quarters of the United Empire: A consummation ^t- 
voutly to be wished ^^rom Scotland also, in consequence of -the 
Major's various and important communicati&ns, and late laminons 
discourse on the En^ish Constitution^ in this Country and Cilyy 
Jbr aU of which he justly merits the respectful thanks of the pn^ 
sent meeting, through our Chairman, who is authorised to COQU- 
municate the same to Major Cartwright accordingly. 

XXX. — That, concluding nearly in the manly expressions of 
our Veteran Reformist, we believe, when Government, by the Ian* 
guage of numerous and Consistent Petitions, shall find, that the 
people accurately understand the Constitution, and that they de* 
maittd justices and claim a right, without which they and their 
posterity, must be for ever in a condition of absolute slmery^ with 
its unbounded and merciless taxation, at the will of Usurpers, : the 
Ministers will not dare, much longer to tell the people, in lio im* 
equivocal terms, that, They and their posterity shfdl be ^hoesi 
Even were any ardent Royalists, Hypocrites, or Sycophants, to be 
found in the United Empire, degenerate enough to peay for so 
permanent and degrading a blessing, from unconstitutional JBorotegA 
Mongers, or Seat Setters in Parliament; so Iqng as one boasted 
national air %hdll remind them, and ejf cry FreeTnan, that ^ Brttons 
never shall be ^ves*** 



On the Chairman resuming hiB seat, Captajn Johnston row and 
appealed to the Meeting ia nearly the following words: 

Gbntlkmen. 

" You have now heard with tlie greatest attention, 

and no (mall share of applause, the impressire preliminary discourse, 
ajid Ilie long, but comprehensive Bcriea of Resolutions from the Chair, 
aa a frank declaration of our political Creed; a Confession of Faith, 
which none of our ancestors, at the Ghrious Revolution of 1688, 
could wiih consistency have disavowed, and for whicli, the meanest 
among them would not have been called to any extraordinary ac- 
count, far less to legal punishment. On the contrary, the Jacobites 
of that day, would have had more real cause from embracing anti- 
constitutional sentiments, to feel fer the head on their shoulders, 
than we the loyal subjects of the legithiate Prince, can have now to 
fear, either about our necks or Botany Bay. 

Few of you, Gentlemen, can be ignorant of the persecution, pro- 
scription, calumny, and odium, to which I, in this City, for a long 
period of years, have been most unjustly exposed; yet solitary, 
worthless, sad and forsaken, as many in this place ccrtaiii'y suppoK 
me to be, thank God, I have never lost the cheering company, nor 
the reviving consolation of an upright heart aad a clear conscience. 
With such inestimable aasociates, I shall ever defy the mean pusilla- 
nimity of some, or the vain maUgnity of others, who have condemned 
me unheard, for an outcast from society, or even as a Black Neb- 
bed Slwep, to any Covintry they think 1 have deserved, as the merited 
seclusion for ever, from all the good company in this place, whom 
I have too much reason either to pity or despise. So far am I from 
preferring the false show, hollow routs, unmeaning noise, and gilded 
servility of venal throngs, to the gloom of the wilderness, or the 
solitude of the desert, that I would, as an honest man, much rather 
be banished to Inchkeith for Lfe, merely to vcgitate there, a ration- 
al free agent, upon raw muscles and crabs, than ascend a blood- 
stained throne like Louis the desired; nor even to please the Aolt/ 
D 
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JtnqKmHon, would I 8tcx)p to embroider a veil for the bleeaed Vir- 
gin as the belaoed Ferdinand has lately done, no doubt to secure 
the most honourable order of the Garter from our gracious Prince^ ' 
which every one here will allow, was more richly deserved, as a 
token of exalted respect, from the hands of his own loving suhjeCU* 
But Gentlemen, the eventful scenes that are shifting before u^ 
have made me wander involuntarily from the subject-^the proposed 
Esjfos^ oi our real sentiments, even as radical Reformers, 

If you feel a conviction, that the doctrines avowed by our wOftfty 
Chairman, and with respectful deference submitted to your jud^* 
Klent, can stand the test of ConstihitioruU scrutiny , when published 
in the face of day, and acknowledged in all the Newspapers, it 
would save much time^ were you at once to adopt and sanction the 
whole string of Resolutions, as your own. 

Should there be, however, any Individual here present, who dbr 
sents from this proposition, and may propose some amendment t6* 
one or all of the series; I am convinced that the Chairman, though 
already much exhausted with his laudable exertions in our causey 
Will again most cheerfully read all the Resolutions, one by ouc^^ 
that you may deliberately amend, or approve, seriatim^ of the 
whole. 

Permit tne very earnestly to recommend the most &>ya/ submission. 
Christian patience, but mardy ptrseoerante on every occasion, and 
in all our efforts to obtain Reform; which though this may not 
happen in five or even ten years, it must sooner or later take place, 
by the persevering, peaceable conduct, that I wish to inculcate* 
The very best intentions, for procuring the accomplishment of 
the Constitutional object now under discussion, might, from a dif- 
ferent demeanour, be wholly counteracted, by the base machinations 
of slavish Jackalls, prowling in every direction, to frustrate the 
generous efforts of Freemen, in behalf of their devoted country. No 
man who reflects for one moment, can too highly prize the blessing 
of liberty, and every human being is bound to cherish it as one oiT 
God^s best gifts to mankind, being in this country at kafit, a sort of 
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hek loom, on the soil, which never should be relinquished but with 
our lives. Alas! this precious cup of freedom has not those 
fascinating charms for many people, which it has ever displayed to 
iTie,but often, when I thought it moat within my grasp, it has been 
dashed with the greatest violence from my lips, though almost in 
close contact with them, as the best of cordials to a persecuted 
Englishman in a foreign land. When I retrace those dayii of 
darkness and alarm, in this very town where I was, with many 
other aufferers, visited by the heavy band of power, it recalls to 
my mind, with a sigh, an advice then given) which I unfortunately 
despislnj. During the storm of persecution, that the English 
acqmtted felons, as they were unjustly termed, es«aped from, unhurt 
in Irfindoii, aome of the victims to teverer laivi here, asked the 
friendly counsel of the celebrated Home Tonke as to the steps 
they should take in their approacliiiig trials. His answer wa» 
equally signiiicant and laconic, and had some of us taken the hint, 
we might indeed have been Freemen and independent chit day in 
America, the last remaining retreat of stubbcrn siiiners against 
the divinity of Kings. The counsel to whieh I alluded, was couch- 
ed in these very words, " Leave Scotland as soon as you can, and 
" pity all those poor devils who cannot follow your example 1" 

Ib such a Lion's den, we who have neither the divine shield of ■ 
David, nor the heavenly amulet of a Daniel, no, not even, it 
would appear, the Magna Charta of an Englishman, need not 
wonder at the want of rank, wealtii, eGtimalion and character in 
the world's selfish use of these words, in our meeting, compared 
with the nvmber of good, honest men here, who naturally wish 
to extricate themselves from the infernal abodes of intolerable taxa- 
tion, but cannot prevail on their Christian Neighbours, in purga- 
tory only, to lend one helping hand for common salvation. This 
Political half-way -house is crammed with the apprehensive, and 
the hopeful, between the eMremea of neglect, penary, prison, or 
banishment on the one band, and ho>iours,places,cuslom, •jvpeniian, 
an ihe other, which last may thence be named a terrestrial Paradise, 
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or the Elysianjidds at least. Thus the great majority of certain das* 
sed, 18, no doubt, aspiring to those rich, delicious abodes, while in*' 
numerable more timid friends are still alarmed at tumbling hreooverw 
ably» even from their present posture, however irksome, into that 
great bottomless pit, which threatens now to ^urn with Bzcal tarj 
for ever, 

As submissive sheep, it certainly becomes us, my fellow sohjcctii 
to stand dumb before our privileged Shearers, as long as they 
tent theirselves with our fleece alone, but when we perceive Inqi 
torial hosts of inhuman butchers, proceeding to flay lis fairly or finit 
ly alive, is it in human nature then also to continue speecUen 
as stocks or stones? 

On our journey through life, we too often discover droves of 
homed cattle, and flocks of the smaller breed, like ourselves, con* 
tent to part with, not only the wool on their backs, but their >fery 
skins, without a murmur, either ^m the promised ermine of some 
well-feathered official nest, in exchange for the slough of iibeity* 
or from the terror of being exposed naked and forlorn to the pity- 
less pelting of the wintry storm: A fearful alternative, but one 
which despotism invariably invokes upon the head of every op* 
ponent, which presumes to think, act, or speak as an honest man\ 
who thus is often forced reluctantly to confess, in the teeth of an 
old proverb, that, ** Servile submission is the way to thrive.'* 

Still I insist, that we have a right at least to beat a parley, by Peti- 
tions to our Representative Pastors, though the Borough Mongers 
should in the meantime let loose their spaniels and blood-hounds upon 
us, or afterwards in the armour of wolves clothing, even rather cyni- 
cally growl at the bleating importunities of the whole united flock 
in the empire. 

It is often most ungenerously alleged, that because few men of 
fortune, rank, learning or character, come forward as active Reform* 
crs, the number of those who really wish for radical Reform, is too 
insignificant to merit the name of a majority in the nation, or the 
smallest consideration, as such, in Parliament. The fact is^ howe* 



«r, the tery reverse, and were a fair experinient made, even under 
all the unpropitiou! circumstance! of legions, tioeta, and niyriad<i 
at present dependent upon Government favour, both in civil and 
military employments, three-fourths of the nation would cheerfully 
join in Petitions like ours, without any other hesitation, but what 
the terror of giving offence to great men, naturally inspires in a 
country like Scotland, where (he feudal system has left, to (his dayi 
very legible impressiana against every thiup; in the shape uf emarci- 
pation from vassalage and reformation of its abuses. Let the House 
of Commons only propose to entertain Ike subject of renovating the 
Constitution, provided this be found not contrary to the general 
wishes of the people, and should numerous Petitions against their 
doing so, really demand the procrastination, snspension, or immedi- 
ale rejection of such an eKpcriment, let the nation, in God's name, 
through such a degrading voice, by all nieaiis follow its servile pro- 
pensities, as a swinish multitude indeed, to wallow unpitied in the 
mire of venal slavery for ever. 

Until both Parliament and the people be fiiirly tried by this lest, 
it is equally absurd and unjust to assert, that the Nation perceptibly 
espresaes no universal desire to be free, and therefore all steps to 
that desirable end are either unnecessary or premature. 

At my time of life, there is little left for me either to hope or 
to fear from any alteration of the present system of national polityj 
but laying aside the prostituted epithet ol patriotism, {which stinks 
in every upright man's mouth while pronouncing it) I merely may 
be permitted to feel for my children's children, so far as to hand 
down to them, unimpaired, if possible, all the blessings of the English 
Constitution. As an Englishman of the old school, I prefer a man- 
ly tone in the demand of a right, to the abject solicitation of a help- 
less vassal to his imperious lord, for an indulgence or a favour; be- 
cause in the one case justice is obligatory, while grace is optional 
in the other. On this principle a creditor claims his debt or duf, 
while the debtor must in return often merely siijipliaitejbr mercy; 
we therefore are justified in presenting ourselves at the Aar of the 
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House of Commonsi as dttmanU before a court of Jttdieature» wlioit 
doon never caa be long shut against tbeir constitueats, while wmf 
traces of the Constitution^ are visible in its formation. 

Before I sit down, permit me to propose for adoption the fiim 
of a manly Petition, which has been generally circulated by the 
Hampden Club» and which the Chairman will be so good as ta 
read slowly over, and you can afterwards amende adopt, or rejectt 
whatever portions of it that may seem best to the Meeting, upoo 
duly weighing the whole of its tenour and tendency, respectiagi 
the grand object of Parliamentary Reform, upon Constitutioiidr 
principles* One word more: It is now your duty. Gentlemen, to 
nominate, Committee of yourselves to assist the Chairman in the ar* 
duous task he has to ful61, and I doubt not of- their doing so with 
that energy and fidelity which best becomes Loyal Refcurmers* 

The Petition being read, paragrraph by paragraph, and then put 
to the vote, it was unanimously carried in the affirmative, with a 
thunder of applause, and the Chairman was consequently authoria- 
ed to sign and publish the whole Resolutions and proceedings, in 
the name of the meeting, for their political creed, as well as kia 
own. 



TO THE HONOURABLE THE COMMONS OF THE 
UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN ANI> 
IRELAND, IN PARLIAMENT ASSEMBLED, 

The Petition of the Undersigned, Inhabitants of Edinburgh, 

3h£W£TH, 

That your Petitioners have a flill and immoveable convic- 
^ion, a conviction which they believe to be universal throughout 
the Kingdom, that your Honourable House doth not, in any con- 
stitutional or rational sense, represent the nation. 
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That when the People have ceased to be represented, the 
Constitution is subverted: 

That Taxation without Representation is a state of Slavery: 

T%at war, as a cause of excessive taxes, being the Harvest of 
those viho Uve by Corruption, the cause and character of the war 
akick commenced iit 1793, yoar Fetilioaers noto cnnceive to be, by 
the enlightened part of the communily, aiell understood. 

That as the tremendous tempest of viar is not to be stayed at 
the bidding of those in ivhose mad and miclvd counsels it had its 
origin, so it improbable, that the Contrivers of the late tvar did 
not intend the magnitude and duration, it attained; xchich ma);- 
nitade and duration, by the portentous calamities nam Jbund in 
their train, arejast opening the eyes of a deluded nation to the evil 
deeds of its atdhors: 

That novj these wicked rulers, themselves, if not infatuated, 
must know, that either that usurpation which has divested tlie PeO' 
pie oflhdr Representation must be Jiir ever put duum; or the liberty 
of Britain must perisJi, and the security of property be annihilat- 
ed. 

That there is no property in that which any person or per- 
sons, any power or authority, can take from the people without 
their consent. 

That the scourging of a Taxation icithout Repreaeniation is 
arrived at a severity too harrassing and vexatious, too intolerable 
and degrading, to he longer endured without being unceasingly 
protested against, and as unceasingly resisted by all possible means 
ioarranted by the t 'onstitution, until redress be obtained. 

That in such a condition oj their Country, your Petitioners 
m,re shocked to behold contending Jbdions, alike guilty of their 
Country's wronj^s, dike forgetful of her Rig/ds, mocking the public 
patience with repeated, protracted, and disgusting debates, an ques- 
tions of refinement in the complicated and abstruse science of Tax* 
Mtion; as if in such refinements, and not in a reformed Rcprcsenta- 
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Hon; as if in a consolidated corruptioTtf and noi in 4i renaoaki 
Constitution^ relief were ta be found. 

That in the discussions tohich they have 'witnessedy jyour Peti- 
turners see nought but vahat hath a direct tendency to ploqc the 
British People in a situation^ in vohich the unrelenting lash ^tm- 
constitulimial taxation may^ in all time to come^ be laid on taiiht 
utmost extent of human endurance: 

That instead of such a course^ your Petitionerg hold it to be 
sdfevident, that there are not any human means of redreniiig 
the People's wrongs, or composing their distracted minds; or of 
preventing the subversion of Liberty and the Establishment of 
Despotism; imless by calling tlie collective wisdom and virtoe 
of the Community into Council, by the election of a free Parliik 
ment: 

Wherefore, consideringf that through the usurpatim ^ 
a Borough Faction and other causes^ the People have 
been, put even out of a condition to consent to Taxes; 
and considering also^ that until their sacred B^kU ^ 
"Election shall be restored, no free Parliament con 
have existence; your Petitioners pray that your Hod* 
curable House will, without delay, pass a law foe 
putting the aggrieved and much-wronged People 
in possession of their undoubted rights:— 4o Be- 
presentation co-extensive, at the least, with direct 
Taxation— to an equal distribution throughout .the 
Community, of such Representation; — and.tp Par- 
liaments of a continuance according to the Const!- 
tution, namely, not exceeding one year. 



The Chairman having made some remarks after the Committee 
had been named and appointed by the meeting, on the mode of 
signing the Petitions, and the places in Town where they would re- 
main for signature, left the chair. Captain Johnston was immedi* 
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atcly voted to fill it; and a motion of thanki to tht Chairman, for 
the candour, zeal, and ability, manifested by his conduct in the 
Chair, waB made and carried with general approbation : A few words 
being returned by the Chairman, the Meeting proceeded to sign the 
Petition, and then quicily dispersed to their several home*, after 
remaining assembled for tliree hours in the greatest harmony and 
good humour with edch other, and all the importuic nubjects under 
thpir immediate discussion. 

bigiied, John Borthwick Gilchrist, Chairman 
of the Edinburgh Cockpit Meeting of 
Inhabitants for Parliamentary Reform, 
on Constitutional Principles. 

■' Having thus far dispatched the businesa of the Edinburgh Re- 
formists' Meeting, I shall of course proceed lonotice, upon my own 
responsibility, various other topics of moment, agreeably to the ad- 
vertisement already inserted in page IS, without claiming the small- 
est indemnity, as a responsible individual, for every word which may 
appear in these sheets, with or without the sanction of ray reform- 
ing compeers, who 1 do not believe are capable of deserting me, and 
betraying this cause, though other Committees have, not a century 
ago, done so respecting the Union Canal. As on that mysterious 
occasion, so on the one now pending, I shall honestly declare, Ad' 
sum gut /eaiin me converli Jerrum .' without desiring any one of 
my associates even to shelter me with the melancholy shield of /el- 
low suffering for my political sins, whatever that may ultimately be. 
It would be endless to detail all the little dirty tricks, which 
have been meanly put in motion, to render the efforts of the Edin- 
burgh Reformist Meeting, nugatory and abortive. Their hand 
bills were frequently torn down with menacing execrations by the 
police of the City, or perEona disguised as such in the open day; 
while nocturnal devastation was carried to a much greater pitch, by 
beings, in the mask of Gentlemen, who condescended to insult (he 
E 



S4 

poor bill \MjSf t»7 cufdng them and thtif employer! fill' diahoSdd 

iUfonnel*». - . 

' The p!«8* hai btai «o completely dosed againit the ResolttCiDiiit 

nti proceeding of the Mneting, that I waa under the ne uJ M ly of 
empfeying a printer at Gbsgbw^ beibre we could reckon on the 
l^licatfon beiag earned into effect, even after most of the bwrm 
script hisd beob :aetui41y composed. From some MaglsierM lBa»L 
sage, that was said to have been sent round the whole pHntitigcidb 
cea ia t6^n» the atahdihg fotmi ^tvere hastily demolished, to preveolt 
iky: procuring; jsven a few rMJiffs fbr circulation privately among my. 
own ioiaiediatte fi^ends, whom I wishi^ to consult about the alkg- 
ed danger of printing the pMSeedin^ 

One person was threatened with the loss of municipal patrosage 
anA eaipkiyixient, if he did oot instantly wash his hands from idl 
cnir;typogn^hical jobs^ add others who took chargne of the Pai« 
tkms for signatvre, appeared personally at the Cockpit, or in iliy 
lhanner Countenanced Reform, were aSBoM in pretty plain t«frma^ 
that theit- names would be thencelbfth branded with tnfimiy^ aui 
their respective eallings in the giobd town, Wolild very soon ht exA^ 
fctsed in vain,, as no Royalist vrduld ever again Countenance tlMfitn (St 
their business, for the most obvious feasonSv 

The foUorwmg publio nodce viz^ — (^^ PAHttA^fvrfiKrtAllY RtoOUt 
6^ CoNisTiruTioNAi. pRii^ciPLBSk The Inhabitants of t^ Citf 
and Suburbs of Edinburgh are infbfn«ed, that after the W^mntr 
iVhich vWas fbhnerly adopted ftir the universal abdiitioa of lift 
African Slave Trade, Petitions for imtoring the Rights and'Lita^ 
tks of oiir own Countrymen, by a Reform in the Representatidto of 
the People in Parliament, remain for Signatui^, at No» 1(H' l>utt- 
knond- Street; 6^, Candlemaket-^RoW; 248i Caniiongat^' aad 69> 
Prince's Street* Edinburgh^ 7th October, 1 8li»'*)— Was f6Htfsi ib 
various parts of the Town and Suburbs r^peat^dly^ but "Sofilf^a'tbe 
incessant exertions of a whole host of Gomiptionists, and thinf* lervifo 
retainers, could accomplish their vtronhy objeet^ all the R^foHnwts' 
labours were in vain, for out of hundreds, nay thousands of suck 



hand hiUa, put up in the morning dawit, few or none eron vieit. 
permitted to feel the warmth of the n;iendiaa sun shiniog upvn tliein. 
So far, however, from such deepicable deeds of darkneifl, h&vilig; 
obstructed the dlaieiniaatioii of truth, at< cfFectually as no deuM 
its enemies intended, it has shone with redoubled luBtre, ueH 
charmed numbers of people to sign the Petitions who would iitJt 
othsrwiec, perliaps, have troubled their heads or handfi with any 
Reform whatever. To the generous and free spirit of a trulyi 
loyal Englishman, the surest passport for protection and relief:.!^ 
the bare conviction in his manly bteost, that the meincBt of im 
Countrymen has been persecuted or oppressed by the liarnh, and 
unclean hands of despotism. The pending case of the houeat pec 
destrian Wilion, is no bad lessoii ta inquisitorial Magistrates, oil tit 
the innocent victims of their unholy wrath, whcthtr in (he Ergpsh 
or Scottish Capital. Let that poor man's unmerited .mrmips cry 
aloud for the constitutional restoration of every frecmBn'ii»ijjhts in 
this land of boasted freedom, and while tyr-aiils are tauj^' by Ha 
eventful atoiy to despair of always shielding' iniquity under iho 
cloak of justice, the Scottish vassal even may hope fgr tdtimatr r^ 
lief from all his more galling sufferings. 

To be poor in spirit, while aening the Lords of the creation, ii 
a doctrine that should be promulgated by those preachers onlyi 
who can gladly be so poor in purse, and immble in personal gr«ii. 
Nation, for the sake and service of their more exalted Lor^V^nd 
Master, as to renounce many worldly enjuymenis for the blessed Crosi 
of theuniversal Peace Maker. Civil honours are sometimes shower- 
ed, not only upon undeserving laymen with a lavish haEid, but even 
coveted by pious and reverend Divines. Where is the respectable 
body now to be found, who will disinterestedly step in to pray for 
»nd petition with the people, more especially while some prfCJous 
leaven or other of Baronets or Barons it proudly rising, in hopeful 
•ucceBsion,in that state oven, whence so many promising batches have 
ef late proceeded, to grace andgladden thibland of bonoeiy cakes with 
af shew bread, queeu's cake, or country dumplins. On the 
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gilhnt heroes of the Navy, the brave Officers of the Amify the honed 
iernints of a lindied Monarchy, or even on the heaven-bom aonaof A- 
polio, where it the invidious Briton who would or could refMiie were 
htmourSf titkSf phces^ pensions^ or courtly 6oofif, bestowed .with m 
liberal hand; butshould such honourable distinctions ever diicriaDnate 
the pitiful ekapmen of cockatrice eggs, ydeped Rotten Borouglu, the 
grovelling Setters of Parliamentary Seats, a host of prcialitaled 
I^riests, and Probationers^ or the unprincipled and still note dct* 
picable Mutes of a Constitution-strangling Bashi^w with three or 
more tailstohis bowstring; where is the recreant Scot even, who. niq;^ 
Bot thenoe regrret that those very laurels so nobly won, may tfam ha 
aacrilegiously degraded or shamefully tarnished, and then excUa : 
with me, PnA pudorlfl tmnpora! O mores! Sic transit gloria mumiSt , 

In this place I can most, oppdttunely. introduce a letter.. frov 
Cobbet which appeared in hn last Number, as it pourtrays in very 
proper colours the neal state of our City, and politics, and should 
the promised epistle not sanctify some pages in thb pamphktf it 
may form one Afithe very first Northern lights, we shall in the 
Bpecttlum hang out to the Community. 

. Mr. CoBBSTTy— 'Your friend and fellow-labourer in die good 

cause of Reform (Major Cartwright) has done this place the hon* 

our of a visit, and has afforded as much satisftiction to the real 

friends of liberty here, as he has caused aversion and dread in its 

enemies. He delivered a lecture on his fevourite topic* which was 

as well attended as the nature of the. politics of this place mad the 

character of its inhabitants would admit; and to those Ofwible of 

appreciating the merits of such a discourse, nothing could be more 

consoling in these moments of oppressed humanity. To aee that 

aged patriot, in his undaunted manner, dare publicly to express 

the genuine sentiments of an intelligent, v unbiassed, and uncormpt- 

ed mind, in a plac^ where, for the last twenty years, no voice has 

ventured to raise itself against corruption, is, and must cootiDiie to 

he, a subject of admiration. It is the last bright star in this gloomy 

night of despotism and persecution^. Whether we consiikr the 



clear critical analysis of the historjr of our liberties, or hu manly 
and independent commentary, we are equally carried away by a 
conviction of its truth, and respect for hia wonh and talents. The 
advantage to be derived to the good cause, by a visit of this kind, 
is iacaiculable; not so much that there may be any thinj; very new 
in the comrounicalionB, for the subject hai been fully before the 
world for many years, (and every day's experience of the acts of 
the Goverment shews more clearly the necessity of the measure) 
but it maintains in the minds of men a kind of connection, or com- 
mon chain, by which the friends of liberty know each other more in- 
timately, are led to a bolder and firmer hope of the fulfilment of 
their wishes, and the drooping of the benevolent mind in the pre- 
sent state of the world, is in some degree animated to a new eMr- 
tion. It would he highly gratifying to learn from Mr. Cartwright 
the result of his observations, in the different placra he visited, ai 
to the state of the general feeling on this most important of all 
subjects; the publication of such, must have the most beneficial 
tendency among the friends in the South, where alone any thing ef- 
fectual can be expected, and to whom all eyes in this quarter are 
turned. As to this town, little can be looked for in the way of 
petition; not so much that there are few who arc heartily inclined 
to the subject, as on account of that dastardly spiiit of depcndance 
in the lower and middling classes, and that all-prevaihng spirit o£ 
espionage among the great and their creatures. From the first 
magistrate, or dignitary of the law, to the meanest officer in the 
excise or tax office, all are on the alert to select the least obnoxi- 
ous to the ruling patty. Is a place to be disposed of, or a fa- 
vour to be granted, the unhappy applicant must go through the 
fiery ordeal of this inquisitorial hydra; — if an independent sentiment, 
a patriotic wish, or a liberal view of a passing event, should es- 
cape his lips, his fate is irreversibly fixed. Let not, however, your 
mind he swayed in forming an estimate of the strength of our 
friends by the number who sliall sign the Petition; this is no criteri- 
on; not perhaps one in fifty will choose to have his name, his connec- 



Ilk affairs, his praapMtt» kud before comouiteMoTpiibfio 
kmkert^ J^c wbo will cnticallj.exainioe the wbole» and decide on lot 
firte^' in :to £ur as lies within their influence. Lists are made up; wwta, 
tbe-Bieutral are suspected, and, as ^ cavery many will fly to-agB* 
OMUitfT petitions who sfre warmly attached to ns* In fiictt jidbfir 
dqpranty B at its height inr this city. ^ Selfishness^ a lore of «io^ 
TUjf and diew; a total want of disinterestedness; a sneaking tm 
iHpam of poUtical influence^' and to Bank directors) ^ fear of affisncfl^ 
hy ewen a disrespectful! look, are the characteristics of the plane.' 
All this, sis I suppose^ yoo are awaiie, does not proceed ^osi 
want of intelligence among the natives of this country. Kol but «b 
aye jMKKT, auid the few rich and powerful mould all to thdr pleasnrej 
These is much pohtical^ juggHog among the bonkers, who A^ all 
gaipen%y -the present system of the war faction* Between thcip 
iafloence among the mercantile world, and .the piling a£Ecious ^s^ 
rit of (he clergy among the middling classes of dl denoaainatioB^ 
there is fitcle chande ' of any thifig like a fair display of the VfBm 
pafaEllic spirit that may exisU: ' As I have introduced the cin^f 1 
m%fat givp you some acdiniBt <^ that bodyV but I shall reserve that 
ibril future letter, i . • 

:■•';■■.:.■•■ 

Aw- OLD Friend 09 RsFOBM. 

Xdinhurgh, 2Sd Sept, ISIS.^ ' 

I - ■ . . ■ 1 

Some ten years ago when I knew much less of the municipal ev 
political parties of my native town and country than I do>aow, the 
existing police was found equally inefficient and oppressive^ The 
kbabitants at large wete averse to that systeip remaining longer in 
force, but the Magistrates rather wished to support it* A tfial 
of strength took pfece in the Merchant Hall on t\\e subject^ 
which terminated iH leaving them in a minority, and of course, 
gave me, who had taken the most active part in the contest^ so far 
the victory as one of the majority. 
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In the couree of a paper war which fcilloWed this forensic ton- 
tMt, I certainly called the mnrjacfioh ajunto, which whuld ulti- 
ma tely involve the kingdom in total ruin, if they succeeded in turn- 
ing the Foxitei out. In a few months the tables were completely 
turned upon me, by the ins and outs changing places, in the 
pennon-hMnling hornpipe, or Scoliish reii, and I was left, of 
course, to suck my thumb, or chew the cud of bitter reflexion, 
upon, having premalureli/ launched my slight built Indian coxiv, 
on the troubled ocean of local and general politici, withoui either 
a wet aail, or a patent rudder in my frail tehicle. 

Two seasons had hardly elapsed before I was made sensible, that 
a humble politician should never cherish one sitigle hair in his neck, 
lest, when found tripping, however slightly, it be afterwards trans- 
formed into a fiailer to hang his self with, by one of those hocus 
pocuB tricks or fti^eri/emnin processes, at vhich kgal Jugglen all 
over the world are dextrous beyond conception. 

About this period A, as a trustee on a bankrupt estate had a 
e<nni>(icaled suit pending with B & C banking partner*. A's la* 
agent D, contrived to perplex the mnin question with acollaleral 
episode, in which E wab artfully introduced, without the knowledge 
of F, the Agent fbr B Si. C. One fnrenoon D thought proper 
alone, and unaccompanied by F, to wait on i? & C, alleging that 
F was not keeping a sharp enough look out after their suit, which 
would thus be lost, from the want ofa little seasonable exertion. Hav- 
ing thus wormed his self into the good graces or temporary confi. 
deuce of B & C, a hint was dropt by D, that E would take oatk 
at a private exnMinalion to a particular_/nrf, which must prove in. 
jurious to B Sc C. They insisted that this never could be done, 
unless E meant toperjure his self, for the sake of revenging an old 
quarrel with B Si C, because the very reverse of the promised de- 
position iiKJS entered in their Ledger in E's oten hand xaiting, 
which he possibly mi^ht have forgotten, when he engaged to dejmnt 
ajhlei/iood before any one, either to gratify ptixate revenge, or to 
please D, with a Jalse asseveration. 
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D went away with this expmsion in hismoutti: Be that aa *k 
aoay, mt yo&*at8ured> that E m'U iwear in the manner / htBoe. 
sMedf and that perhaps sboner than you think, as the whole ciuiae : 
will come before the Court in two or three weeks at farthest* for 
Cs (the Judge's final decision). B6cC hemg convinced that £ 
was on the very Mnk ^perfur^f after consulting a few nuDiitaib . 
resolfedy that they should write him a letter, whidi Ct the juniflr 
partner, immediately did to this effhctf but in the name of the Coi*-' 
poi»y» ^* Sir, If it be true that you mean, at a pending prnmU> 
** examination to swear, we had more partners than our ttioo selTeSf ' 
** we feel it our duty as Christians to warn you against the crime of 
** perjury i because an opposite Jbct is stated, as it really standa, tar 
** your own handfaiting in onr Ledger, and must at once flasli' 
^ conviction on your own mind or any other body's, the roonme^ 
<* the entry, to which we allude, is produced in Court, and fomd. 
** to be diametrically the reverse of your expected solemn depon^iamm 
^ Having thus far done our duty, lest the circumstance we now 
« mentioned has wholly escaped your memory. We remain^ Sir^'* 
&c. 

Scarcely a day elapsed, when a thundering denunciatioa for 
concussion of evidence, was given in against B Sl C, framed so 
like a charge of the infamous crime of subornation, that they were 
glad to send for JP in a great hurry, in order to his learning candidly 
the real state of the case. F, on finding that his clients had am- 
mttingly laid themselves open to D's machinations, felt rather hurt 
at their JoUy, but pointedly reprobated lys presuming to approach 
his F*8 clients, without permission, or the actual attendance of 
himself, as constantly had been the practice among Gentlemen ot 
the profession; and this J^ alleged was the only deviation he had ever 
met with, in the whole course of his life. F continued to observe^ 
that as the interlude of concussion^ which D had most ungenerona- 
ly introduced into this legal comedy^ had not the most distant con* 
nection with the merits of the main action in the play of double^ 
dealing, he felt. convinced, that the whole would be treated aa a 
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pitiful ^^mv, vhich could not potaibly terminate in the tfogedg 
which thia legitimate Hector O, prrtended, unless through one of 
those Jalal errors in judgment, whence there is but too often no 
cppeal, in such a country ai Scotland. 

The subordinate plea of Christian charily and honest intention 
veraijs Concussion and his coadjutora, went on in the supreme Court, 
and though ably advocated by // & /, to the utter astonithment of 
every body present, an arbitrary fine of Serenli/ Pounds waa imme- 
diately decreed against the junior partner C, only: Had not 
some of the other Lords on the Bench, interceded in his behalf, aa 
a Gentleman totally a stranger to the Jbrins of law, and one whol- 
ly incapable of committing the contempt laid to hia charge, viith 
gnif ewl intention, poor C would have been instantly consigned, 
during pleasure, to a dungeon, much worse perhaps, than the Cn- 
nongale Jail, so famous for the safe custody oi genteel delinquents 
in the Caledonian capital. When F announced this unaccountable 
sentence to his clients, they were not \ei^jnd£^ent-stTllck than him- 
self, and understanding their bank notes were not to be received 
as a legal tender in payment of this most legitimate penalty, they 
were fain to substitute Royals, so far at least to save tiieir fei-Iings, 
and prevent a mortifying refusal from the mukt collector to the 
Court, on this unprecedented occasion. It was in vain that the 
Advocates urged the impartial Judge to reflect, \st. That the U- 
cramental examination of E never took place, and at all events it 
would not have been before the sHpreme Court. 2d. That B Si C 
defied E still, at his peril, to lake the oath in question. 3(/. That if 
he did, they would stake their all to convict him of downright wil- 
Jul perjury, iih. That even admitting E might prove kts assertion 
well founded, that fact alone, could no way affect or invalidate B 3c 
C's main cause. 5th. That if blame attached any where, it was to 
D, for daring without F's consent and company, to wait on bis 
clients B &. C. &h. That the pending concussion plea, was, on 
the face of iti a wantoo and unprincipled intrusion of extraneous 
matteri oa innocent and unexperienced men, in the absence of their 
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Ipgal Cbunsdy to involve them and their suit in admaonal «qMMif|. 
delay and tUsgracct if possible. 7tL That E*s demre of reoe^gi, 
ind D's chagrin at the expected decision of the main canie wgumi 
his client Af would easily account for the bugbear or Ikns in ttf 
te^t which had been conjured up by thow vsorihies. 

^th. That subornation or concussion could only be suatoDasd^ 
Srhere the persons accused of it, deariy had an interest in tlie Mk 
cussed individual doing what would serve them^ instead of avoidHf 
merely that act* which must injure his self only. 9ih. That As 
event of the pending bw suit^ must satisfy every mind opeo H 
conviction, that B & C never had| or could any way have a rndki 
different from li^hat they always declared^ viz. a desire to kcepi 
Jelhm Christian from ineviuble perjury ^ if left utmamed^ to lb 
dictates of personal malice^ or the artful suggestions of an fspcft 
limb of the law, whose object was undoubtedly to make E s 
n false oath^ from which nothing but B & Cs seasonabk 
liad deterred him. 

lOth, That the whole of thejoregoing reasons^ were corrdboii^ 
ed by £^8 not daring in the very last state of this subordioBle VA 
gation to assert upon oathy that any person whatever was a ptrtawr 
IB the Bank but B 8c C only, though still invited to do to ift 
his peril, llth That C being the junior partner, and merely the 
€kimpany*s Gerkf while writing the letter signed in ihejirm^s onfi* 
Mary signature^ he could i^ot with any show of justice be singled out 
idr the brand of infamy, which must attach to his individwd chmuh 
fer, while his partner B was equally culpable, if any fault really had 
been committed, and, of course would thus so far escape Soott freew 
12th. That C was a man of honour and a scholar, who would not he* 
aitate to make any reasonable apology ^ for an unlucky denatioMf Hke 
the present, from thejbrms of Court, to which his long Tesid«D0e 
abroad, had naturally made him a perfect stranger^ provided as* 
thing but a reprimand were awarded against him, though not move 
obnoxious even to it, than the senior partner, and much kss so, than 
JDf the only real offender. 

The grave Judge lost his temper, adhered to his hanh decree^ 



in gpite of »11 cipoaluiaiion, and what was ver)- estraordinsry, wrote 
it at home with hii ovn hands, initead of leaving this job, as uiubI, 
to tbe Clerk in waiting. 

My readers will undoubtedly think tbii 19 a tedious tale, but 
each ought to reflect, that it ii here narrated, to prevent, if posaiblc, 
bia ever bfing subjected to a similar fate, by the arbitrary _^a{ of 
any man, let his station in life be even next to the throne; for it must 
be recollected, that the Sovereign personally can have no auch u«- 
Umiied poteer, far less ehouJd any iiijerior Magiilrale or judicial 
bench, possess so dangerous a uieapoa against the property, liberty, 
or life of his own fellow subjecte, unless for a daiing contempt in 
Court. 

That this case may not remain in any obscnrity, it may be 
briefly recapitulated thus, keeping iu mind always, throughout the 
narrative, that I am the condemned C, or capon of a Cock, that 
was sacrificed aa a victim, not to the divinity of Physic, but to the 
terrible deity of Caledonian justice. A, a mercantile Truitee for 
a Bankrupt Estate. B k C two Bankers, creditors on A's trust. 
C. the writer, as slated above, of this narrative. D the Agent to 
A, and a keen shrewd law man, with the very btsl talents and prin- 
ciples loT thai profession. *£, the protegee and quondam partner 
of B, with wKom he quarrelled, because C was admitted into tlie 
firm, and which E soon afterwards left. F a good honest eai^ 
man, agent to B & C, but not enongh of diamond cut diamond, for 
his opponent D, a much younger practitioner. G, the presiding 
Judge, H & I, two Advocates who laboured in vam for iheit 
dients B Sc C, giving them at last, advice to submit implieitl^ to 
the sentence, lest a toorse thing might befal them. 

A» JS & G are the only parties who have, to my knowledge, 
gone to " that undiscovered country, from whose bourne no tra- 
veller return," the rest have it still in their power to come forward, 
each in propria persona, and prove me guilty if they can, of any ej- 
tertHal deviation from, or mis-statement of the leadingjenhires in this, 
to me at least, moat injurious proceeding, which I never canjorgct, nor 
without concession, would I feel inclined to forgive, were I to meet 
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^judicial ghosts at the midnight liour on eartb, tit the iiini h 
celestial robes, who once oppreased me, were we to encoonter eidk 
other on the very farthest verge of eternity. 

In justice to B^ I must confess he paid his share of the peeoni* 
ary fine, though he could not possibly feel so acutely, as I hane ev- 
er since done, not on account of injury really sustained, so mudi M 
the consciousness of receiving an unmerited Mom from a poKcicd 
quartet^ under the cloak of an arbitrary bw, or a simple mk of 
Court, where the Judge has the jury in his oum heepng or oott« 
science, to the terror q{ eoery freeman who gets within so deiph 
tic a vortex, extending beyond the walls of the Court. 

Some good friends advised me, after the business was all owil 
to e;cpo8tulate with the Judge by letter; but I asked them» if greit 
ixien generally had magnanimity enough to condemn themselves^ and 
acquit ajjolitical opponentf after having passed a sentence, as vrevop 
.cable, U7ider suck circutnslanceSf as the laws of the Medes tod Peiw 
sians? 

By other very sapient folks, I was counselled boldly to appeal 
to. the House of Lords for redress of a palpabk iiorongt and 
was once on the eve of doing so, when the very idea of mak- 
ing myself the passive shuttle'Cock, for an indefinite period, b^ 
tween two such Jbrmidahle battledores, as the double^ced gaiet 
of the Parliament House« in both London and Edinburgh, I de- 
cided in rather bearing the ills I had, than flying to others which 
I knew not of. The galling injury, however, has been festering in 
my breast ever since, as one of those inveterate scrofulous eoUs of 
the present system, which nothing can eradicate, but Parliamentary 
Reform on Constitutional Principles. Since the comnusaipn of 
this alleged crime, years have rolled over my head, and covered it 
entirely with grey hairs, not one of which, however, condemns ane 
in the small court of my own conscience, or dares to say, Uaci is 
the 'oohite of your eye ; though they all constantly bristle up, in terri- 
ble array, whenever I ponder on the hard hand which signed iqy 
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One Summer evening, when in the very act of detailing my 
grierancea to a Reforming Friend, {who was acciJcuvally drink- 
ing tea at our house,) with eKpressions of the most corrosive Jeel- 
ingi, I learned next morning, thu the object of them, and exe- 
cutioner of my character ia my native place, had been about the same 
hour summoned, >t a very short notice, indeed, to attend the bar of a 
tribtmal much more infallible than his own; and I certainly was so 
struck with the e^raordinart/ coincidence, as to have repeatedly since 
mentioned it to many of my acqiuiiitancea, wheo narrating, asl always 
do, the various stages of the jutftcia/^nunite, which 1, on independent 
IVhig, was compelled to run by a staunch Tory. Not content with 
handing me down in the immaculate records of the Justiciary Court 
here, as a confirmed concusser, or condemned suborner of evidence, in 
a Bohtary niche by myself, my name was mo5t deKlerously interwov. 
en, in a contemporaneous decree, with a notorious delinquent, even 
of a deeper dye; that we might long live in the eye of li-giiimace pos- 
terity, as a "par nobile Jratrum" alike worthy of such a gibbet and 
chains, in terrurem to both moral and pditlcal amners. 

So far my townsmen are right in considering me at le sC one 
Hack sheep, in the^oci of Ueaiing Reformers, because, " who 
" steals my purse, steals trash; 'twas mine, 'tis hii, and has been 
" slave to thousands; but ho that Jilches from me my good name, 
" robs mc of that which not earicheth him, and makes me foor 

No, by heavens! I will no longer be so in spirit, while one 
shiUing is left me to rub on another, and I have a tongue in my 
head, or a pen in my hand, to demand justice at the public forum 
of my fellow-subjccts ;or slaves; for 1 have /c/i little better, ever 
since myjbrehead has been burnt by an arbitrary iron, and I have 
been obliged to suffer in silence, those harroieing pangs that must 
ever accompany oppresaon f'om the very arm, which the nation 
exalts and supports, to shield and protect the meancal of its indi- 
viduals from injury. 

This unconstitutional powtr, under whatever technical phrase it 



mof ^(j^f ^hethM* tiBi^i of Cotirt» 6cf> ^ Sedeitttt, i^Men^ 
or My other fer»», short of an A(^ of PatSv^intfntf I bbidiy de* 
SHSHmce It as a fmmg*'f^ttd$d mbnsier of despotic tyrannyt vAdA ott 
JrUt Parliament would, like tfte infant Hera^es^ strangle in i(t 
cradle. No wonder then, that I appear now, vaffiikis tOffvfclfMi, iif 
li6 ih»ft vtmk of Scotdsh Itefbrmen. As snch, 1 urn not the Init 
who has escaped ft dungeon^ at the jf^o^ of ^ despot^ nor may iSt 
fty trhds be yet fairly over; none of them, bowerer, i^hali vstentk 
fixrm an honest hearty the laoe it bears to rational liberty. 

I^Vdm ber enchanttng lips, I could quaff nectar amidst the frotM 
dlk>res and icy tnountains of Greenland, and from her radiant «yei^ 
catch a glowing spark among the coldest snows of Siberia; fttf^ 
with a crust of dry bread, and a cup ^f txM ^trater, and this tt- 
festial nymph by my side, I would deem the desert tf Araih^ a 
|ya(riadise, compared wttb the servUe court of a tyrant, or the daumif 
bed<^a slave. Had my crime of, or rather attempt aX^ soul'SWfingf 
bben committed in these days, when Potentiates are become whdlesak 
dealers or drorvers in that precious commodity, and the inquisitorid 
priesthood still preserve the retail traj/jkf with so many pecufii^r 
fnivilegec in their own hands, I might have reconciled tbe ide^ d 
hrandijiney zvtA captvoityy vnth Xh& malpractices of my being tried 
tfcd condemned as a private sfnuggler or unlicensed privateer, among* 
(ttrntrtibani goodsy that none but the kings and priests of the eaith 
have a divine right to sell, cut, carve, salt, or cure, as their ovm 
vile passions, pride, iilterest, or caprice may dictate, in so glorious 
M monopoly. 

But no SHch commerce having existed in the days of my tribuhm 
Hon on legitimate prinetphs^ I am still at a loss to account for the 
severity of ^judicial sentence against an old cobler^ for simply try- 
mg to clear a poor infatuated soul on- the touchstone of memory and 
truth f from the foul stains of impending perjury. This is the head 
and front of my offending, which any impartial judge will now pBr» 
ceive, by casting a deliberate retrospective glance at the whole pro- 
cess, as detailed here from page 39 to i;4» 
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it mftjraowberightto teB, thatJSalso went to his long horac^iftcr 
lotnig his fortune, credit, and health, not long after the tuddt* 
demiie of G, and it may soon be my turn next, for which, I aDpi 
noBt oompletdy prepared, as far as relates to the sin of suborning^ 
€r what I have termed soul-cobblingf in compliance with tbcJaAkmf 
liUe phtueohgy of soul'SeUing by millions an the Continent^ at tbe 
preaent day. EkO may both hang their heads, whenever, uA 
wherever we meet on this subject, while on this one score, at leaaiw 
Qiiiie shall be aserectasany Wl^|9piii^paif, in the United Empire; since 
I am always look that man in the face, who has injured me, though 
my eyes would naturally be averted from those, whom I may have 
treated, not exactly according to that golden rule^ which every 
lionest man wiU endeavour to follow, as closely as frail humaaityt 
and a sensitive abhorrence of unmerited wrong, will permit. 

Before this topic be closed, I must in justice add, that G univer^ 
•ally bears the character of having been the most upright, aUe^ in* 
^dUgent Judge that ever adorned the Scottish bench — a man beloved^ 
respected and admired by all who kneao him, and one who, m 
&» hdkf of HO person in Edinburgh, was capable of an unjust 
or oppressm act* Facts arc nevertheless stubborn things, and this 
taikf though occasionally somewhat in the bass relief manner from 
aay hieroglyphic style, has no varnish of which I shall ever be asham* 
ed^ when tbe naked figures are fairly extracted from their repositories* 
and exhibited to public inspection. From those registers, though 
frima^fide^ I shall certainly come out dark as a chimney noeeperf or 
zpoor negrOf I trust yet to become by investigation as tuhiU as the 
puretit tooel from the &im5i' backs on Pentland hills; otherwise, I shall 
bave soon to Ibllow tbe herds of black sheep^ now grazing in the fertik 
plains of America^ and with them rather g/ory in, than lament such a 
permanent 601^0 of freedom, from hopeless slavery. 

Should my name live in the annals of Scottish condemnatioma^ 
iK>me trusty Trojan may yet mark the time of my sentence, andsayt 
tlutt many a better fellow suffered in a worse cause, though the 
mere infUotion of punishment is no indelible prOqf of crime» especi* 
ally where a political transgressor has no other jury than his irre- 
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spon^ie Judge and executioner ^ who probably graces the fornfii' 
able ranks of an opposite party, during the whole period of at 
inquisitorial torture. 

. After this exposS, I may ask^ with some reason at leasty of my 
aristocraticalfriendsy who scowl at me as a Reformer^ if they wtmld 
not have felt the eeprit de corpSy coming fast upon theiraeWest had 
they beent like me, fined and degraded by a &nv» practice^ ue^e, 
ruiCf dictum, Jinding, order, decreet, sentence, Jiat, mitthnut^ or 
any other cabaUstical term, which cannot thereby conceal) in 
casesy a despotism as absolute and arbitrary as an edict, o: 
mandate, biiU, or Ukaff of the beloved Ferdinand^ the demd 
Louisy the princely Frederick, the holy Pope, or even the m^ 
nanimous Alexander, all our most puissant and Jaithfid allies k 
supporting their own diviTie rights, and in prolonging their a3fed 
vassals* intolerable wrongs. 

What has been my situation, might have been, may aowy or 
hereafter be the lot, of any individual, who ist no more exempt fron 
such merciless persecution, however unmolested at presents thaa 
the healthy man is for a moment insured, from that fatal dart of 
death, which pierces his dying friend to the heart, in some adjacent 
mansion; a reflection alone, which ought to nerve every manly am 
and generous bosom in the cause of Constitutional Reform, withoot 
which the most Jlagrant abuses will, like the accumulating aoow 
ball, * vires acquirunt eundo,* or as the swelling streams of venality 
and corruption, which concentrate only to sweep all Qmitihiisomi 
embankments before them. 

The heinous offence then, for which my heart has been rent tM 
indignation for years past, to such a degree^ that in defiance of 
every hazard^ in the loss of friends, domestic happiness, and per* 
sonal safety, I must here give it vent, or run the the risk of aty 
. head soon turning a victim to insanity; this enormity I repeatf was 
technically styled concussion, and so far very justly, for I|,on my 
part, am sensible of its effects on my poor brain to this day» I am 
convinced, that no Jreeman of any independent spirit exists, even in 
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Scotland, who would not exactly, under simiUr circumstances, Jiten- 
^Jeel, deeply Ihini, and boldli/ act like tnc, iaaayla'vfulfffhrt, loptxi- 
cure permanent defence against such an arbitrary infihlion of punish- 
meiU, from an error irijudgment. That it was bo, no impartial nan 
can deny, who really studies the case, supposing me perfectly content 
to give the decision no harsher construction; but how or whence are 
my Masted character and confiscated property to return. Am I, 
in the meekneaa of Christian charity, to address every extortioner, 
who may happen to cross my humble xiinlk of life, " Do, good Sir, 
make your demand, before we part, the round hundred pounds, as 
1 am equally bound by precept to bid you square the seventy 
pounds, as to lei you smite one cheek, because you smote the other." 
Were this the common practice, among the pioua people with 
whom I have for ten years past associated, the example might be 
\oo potverful to resist its temptation; but alas! I have never yet 
seen any thing like 60 much consideration at Jbrbearancei on the 
contrary, many of them seem asjbnd of the tear 'a^oop as their 
more licentious neighbours; and at all events, none of them venture 
to remmulrate against the havociand desolation which divine regal 
claims are daily making in Europe, while Protestantt are roasting 
alive at slow fires in France, and patriots perishing in thousands in 
their beloved's embrace, on thejiery bed of the Inquisition, no, not 
even when numbere of iAeiV owi cAurcA, suffer ihe unmerited perse- 
cution of fine, imprisonment, and real torture, at the hands oi brutal 
p(taxr. 

Suppose we analyse the nature of the subornation to severely 
lashed in my person, and to what does it in a moral or religious 
point of v'xv/Jairly amount? — why, that I exactly did lo E what / 
mould have expected from him, as a man and a Christian, had he 
seen me, as I saw him on the very brinh of a precipice, marejatal 
to the welfare of his7)rfnous*o«/, than to the safety of a less worthy 
body. Take a reverse view of the matter, and conceive that, when 
SsaidtoC, "it would be a pity taXet E ignoranliyperjvre\iim- 
" self, which _/ro»i our booh, vie inoiv, in this instance, he cannot 
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avoid;*' afaasty retort had l)een made by C, << Let him do ao» fy oB 
iifMfMy and take the consequences both at a terrestrial aad ubtHd 
bar:* 

Had I (being C) really acted so, and die Judge in OmU^Baw* 
ing £ to take a false oath in my hearing, afterwards undcratood 
that I might have prerented the commission of so korriUe a crirnef fay 
a seasonable memento of a damning proof in ^s ason hamt-wnihigf 
that his deposition must be tmtruef would not the tuhok bench lurae 
justly reprobated my unchristian und saange connivance^ either finm 
a depraved or revenge/itl mind, that cared not one straw for lite 
eternal fate, even of a mortal foe. 

From so flagrant on omission of brotheriy </tf/y, I might certdl* 
ly have merited the verif punishment that was most xioantonfy inJidt 
ed upon me, for the commission of a charitable adkm% and on Mai 
ground only, I here loudly call on one and all of myfdUm ndgeds 
to assist me constitutionally^ even yet in procuring adequate dt* 
mages^ by thousands of Petitions for that "verffree ParUammiit^ 
which alone tvt//, or can lend a gracious ear, to my long stifled 
plaint, if ever carried any farther than tbese sheets. As I, 
years ago, when hopeless of ever obtaining satisfaction indignari^ 
tore every particle of the vshole process and blew them in atoms wtth 
a vengeance to the winds of heaven; be it known to all whom these 
presents may reach, that the present detail is from memory endrdly. 

If any onejact stated here, be nevertheless proved a tmlfkl or 
serious distortion^ by the most rigid scrutiny of parties at all inters 
ested in my statementt then am / most willing to let a Borough 
Monger even forge a burning iron^ for me, with this devicet 
** Behold the Murderer of a Dead Man," which Ms tt/b^ 
per-in, shall have a right to stamp red hot on my forehead^ for Arrn^ 
to broach a Jalsehood under the plea of a public protest against, and 
claim of damages for, having been jfiayed by justice^ and Jleecei by 
2atv, some six years ago, at one and the same time. To prove the 
^inevitable necessity of sosie amelioraiion of the existing utwonititu* 
tional polity in these reahns, I rejoice to think that my devoted 
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name, Branded miik infamy by the College of Justice herr, chall 
Bound in the w sheets, itom Johnny Gro/Cs houac lo the Land's end, 
andthencereverberate to the Giant's Causeway, u-ith the wellkno' 
legitimate call, of a long pull, a strong puU, and a puU altogetli 
for redress of crying injustice, fiograta abuses, Inesl dehnquenciea, 
corporation crimes, and all those iniiumeTable i!U which ftuw from 
the combed and corrupting fountain of Rotten Borough vennliiy. 
A iinlc of villany that can be purified by no other specific than Re- 
Jhrm in Parliament on Constilutional principlesi for though the 
partial erasure of fructiferous ramificatiom in the physical roorld, 
certainly has a mouderful effect, in particular instances, on the pro- 
duction of goodjruil, nothing but radical culture, periodical con- 
troul, and persevering exertions will succeed in the moral world, to 
prevent the blosaoma of even limited authority, or arbitrary sway, 
from producing the vilest crabs, or the still worse apples which 
flourish on the borders of the lake Asphaltites. 

The very circumstance of the Judge's character who mulcted 
me, being so high and immaculate, constitutes the ovavt/ielmiiig 
tixiglil of his error in judgement against me, ajid demonstrates 
most clearly, the abject state of slavery, in which the vassals in 
Scotland have been kept for ages past, often with little or no redressof 
their well founded complaints. If so peerless a Senator as G, could 
Bubject me to the cruel verdict of captivity, iine and disgrace, by 
his mere ipse dixit for a venial ti'espass, what has even a moderate 
Reformer to expect from the hands of a Jeffreys, if ever such a 
monster should again pollute with his beastly carcase, any Judge- 
ment Seat in this kingdom. That the Bjiile may be instantly re- 
cognised in any subsequent metempsi/chosis which may yet expose 
a helpless Briton to his lawless rage, I cannot do better than pour- 
tray the delegable English Herod, in the true colours of a faithful 
liistorian, who thus handled his descriptive pencil on the diabolical 

" During the reign of King Charles the II. Jeffreys showed him- 
self a hitter enemy to those dissenting ministers who, in that time of 
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penecutioHf were tried by.him: he was one of the greitett oAutiri 
and promoters of all the oppretAms and arUlrary measureM car* 
ried on in the reign of James II.; and his sanguinartf and inhuman 
proceedings against Monmouth's unhappy adherents in the Wctt^ 
will ever render his name infamous! 

" Whenever the prisoner was of a different party , or he coold 
please the Court by condemning him^ instead of appearing, aoooid^ 
ing to the duty of his office, as his counsel, he would scarce dlbto 
him to speak for himself; but would load Am with the grossetiwui. 
most tmlgar abuses, hrotobeatf insult^ and turn to ridicule the taiimh. 
ses that spoke in his hehalff and even threaten the jury with Jam 
and imprisonment, if they made the least hesitation about bringlf 
in the prisotier guilty. Yet it is said, that when he was in iemftr^ 
and todXXem perfectly indifferent came before him, no one heeame a 
seat of justice better. Nay, it even appears, that when he wai on* 
der 720 state influence he was sometimes inclined to protect tbe na* 
tural and civil rights of mankind. However, the brutaUty el 
Jeffreys commonly showed on the bench, where his voice and vim^ 
were equally terrible, and at length exposed him to a severe mortsfieth 
tion, A scrivineroi. Wapping having a cause before him, one of the 
opponent's counsel said he was a stravgeJeUovo, and sometimes went 
to church, and sometimes to conventicles; and it was thought he 
was a trimmer. At this the Chancellor fired, ** A trimmer f 
he); I have heard much of that monstej', but never saw one. 
forth, Mr Trimmer, and let me see your shape." 

*< He then treated the poor feUam so roughly, that, on his leaving 
the hall, he declared he would not undergo the terrors of that 
man's face again to- save his life, and he should certainly retain the 
frightful impressions of it as long as he lived. Soon after the Prince 
of Orange coming, the Lord Chancellor, dreading the pubKcre^ 
sentment, disguised himself in a seaman's dress, in order to leave xhm 
kingdom; and was drinking in a cellar, when this Scriviner com« 
ing into the cellar, and seeing again the face which had filled him 
with such horror^ started; on which Jc^js^fiaring he was knowDj^ 
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feigned a cough, anil turned to the wall with hia pot of beer in his 

hand. But Mr Trimmer going out, gave notice that he was there: 
and themf^ruihingin, seized him, 9.\\i carried him before the Lord 
Mayor, who sent him with a strong guard to tike Lords of the 
Council, by whom he was committed to the Tower, where he died 
in 1689." 

It is remarkable that the late Countea of Pomfret met with very 
rude insults from the populace, on the western road, only because 
she was grand daughter to the inhuman Jeffrei/s. 

There are various sorts of trimmeri, and some of the present age 
would not be much the worse of ajright at least from a real devil 
like Jeffreys, as this might melamorji/iose them into radical 
Jacket Irimnters of all the Herads in Christendom, who appear pro 
tempore to be reigning unmolested by a single John or Jonas, in 
more kingdoms than one, while the spiritual iKatchmen stem all 
either asleep, or too much occupied witli other worldly affairs, and 
bodily concerns, to trouble any misrule in high places. 

One may naturally conclude, that the escape which Jeffreys made, 
from being torn to pieces, by the hands of an infitriated populace, 
will prove a warning voice to every senatorial sulltin, who, at any 
time of his reign, may come in contact with so capital a trimmer, 
as Mr. Scriviner proved to the execrable Jeffi-eys. Not being bet- 
ter versed in English law, than many of my readers, we may pre- 
sume, that the above designation bears somt! analogy to our Solici- 
lor, C/erti to the Signet, ot simple Writers, all of whom, I trust 
will prove equally adroit in unkenneling any such Jbx, as the vile 
Jeffreys, were it possible for a similar miscreant ever to burrow 
under the impenetrable bench of a College of Justice, constructed 
on so sacred a model as a Parisian Court of Judicature.— -Such a 
supposition would be a downright libel, not only on the sagacity 
of our super-excellent Parliament House, but on the acknowledged 
superior scent of Scottish terriers to Enghsh bull dogs, in ferrclting 
out the slyest Reynard that ever lost his brush in a tantivy, with 
the hounds in full cry; could game of this description ever escape 
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tlie second tight or keen nose of a Caledonian shepherd's dog £ar eae 
Session ? — An exuberant imagination might concave such a coined 
dence and result, but every sober man will treat the whok as tii 
chimera of some disordered brain, since Scotlaitd not one Jeffreys 
could contain. 

Nothing will afford me greater pleasure as a lost sheep m the 
Scottish Capital, than the accomplishment of as much legal re- 
ustance to tyranny and oppression, by my appeal to the natioa at 
large for a fair hearings about my seventy pounda of smart 9Mm0j^ 
as followed the memorable stand madb by the immortal Hampden, 
«m the score of ship monei/!, which projbtably paved the way for tly 
^nal expulsion of the Stuart dynasty, at the ^rious Revolatioaii 
1688, on the principles of which alone> can we found any hapei 
of enjoying and preserving as freemen, liberty, property, limb an^ 
life, in defiance of tyranny, under every form or name in this coun^ 
try, whatever may be the ultimate fate, in that respect, of insult- 
ed, degraded, prostrate France* There> indeed, sanctimonious Roy; 
aky, aidqd with innumerable ghostly troopers, grey, black, bay, 
green, or lUy-Uvered dragoons, regular and irregular sacerdotal 
galloppers, saintly chevaliers, inquisitorial chasseurs, with religioui 
^ght horsemen of all sorts and sizes, may terrify and subdue every 
poor soul, by the menaced vengeance of hell flames hereafter, or 
the more material energy of the faggot on earth 5 more especially^ 
while myriads o£Jbreign muskets are paid by us, to fire away up- 
on the sill/ French bodies, who must submit, or be shot dead on the 
^t, as base republicans, or limited monarchy men, not worthy of 
sf> parental a King, as the blessed Louis, the lineal descendant of a 
dearly beloved saint of the same name. 

This regime may last for awhile^ but not long enough to compen- 
sate the bloodshed, misery, and expence it will ultimately create, 
not only to the French nation, but all Europe ; unless the different 
powers and principalities of darkness, in high places, immediately 
dap extinguishers on all the free and sabbath schools in Christen- 
dom, on the Bible and Missionary Societies, on Bell and Lancaster's 
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labourS) and in abort, upon every moral and religious seraiiiary, 
which do« not enforce dhine rights, passive obedience, non-resisi' 
ance to the laletl tyrannif, and a general night of darknese over 
the human mind, in order to render the bodies of rational men, if 
possible, brutal aulomatom of unprincipled power, or the suhmissive 
patients of political empirics, and toul-morigers ^11 OTcr tlie world. 

Thank God, that America is apparently destined to escape the 
universal whirlpool of slavery, that it engiilphing the states, king- 
doms, empires, and repubhcs of this hemisphere, in a promiscuous 
mass of subjection and servility on 0[ie hand, and a black knut of 
insidious continental priests and kings on the other. Jonathan, 
though a young statesman, is an old cadger, and had the saga* 
city upon hia secession from us, to preserve all the soand eggs in 
the constitutional creel of his parents for himself, rcEerving the nit- 
ten ones apart only, as a sort of moral magazint'oi Shrapuell's shells 
to throw in our faces, at seasonable times and places, with the most 
fatal effects upon our domestic prosperity, even when exalted on 
that pillory o^ glory and honour, which has lately thrown the whole 
European host sa much into the shade of our superior tactics and 
courage combined. One effect of Yankee foresight ia, that the 
whole of their Government expenses do not exceed the British sf- 
crel service money, and other items, which may often be lavished, 
for any thing we can ever know to the contrary, with an unsparing 
hand, on puerile festivals, jubilees, the prollituted Khores of Ba- 
bylon, or a meretricious Janus of a press, with a face (if freedom, 
the more effectually to gull thoughtless Johnny Bull into the sham- 
bles of slavery to all eternity : For which favours, without a con- 
Btitutional reform, the good-natured brute will long have the satis- 
faction of paying the seat-selters in Parliament, through their myr. 
midons, almost one ^o«Hi/ of taxes and other impositions, for ei'ery 
shilling given, through a fair popular repteseiitalion, by a free ci- 
tizen of Columbia, to support that form of government, of which 
everyjreenian there constitutes an rfficienl, though remote member. 
What the genuine seniationi of a true-blooded_ Yankee must be, 
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wlien he ruminates on these things, may easily be read in the^fi^ 
lowing beautiful effosiony by a Columbian minstrel» which h muck 
more delicious to my plebeian tasief than aU tht Julgwie drams of 
every recreant Laureat in the worlds or of the most sertfle bard 
who ever buttered a pope, a prince, or a peer, from the crown of 
the head to the tip of his great toe* 

COLUMBIA. 

Columbia's shores are wild and wide» 

Columbia's hiUs are hi^, 

And nidefy planted side by side 

Her forests meet the eye; 

Butnarrow mustthose diores be made. 

And low Columbia's hUls, 

And low her veidant forests laid. 

Ere Freedom leaire her fields; 

For *tis the land where^ rude and wild^ 

She pby*d her gambols when a child. 

And deep and wideher streams that flow. 

Impetuous to the tide, 

And thick and green her laurels grow 

On ev*ry river's side; 

But, should a transatlantic host 

Pollute her waters fiiir, 

Well meet them on the rocky coast, 

And gather laurels there; 

For, oh, Columbia's sons are brave, 

And free as ocean's wildest wave. 

The gales that wave her mountain pine 

Are fragrant and serene^ 

And never clearer sun did shine 

Than lights her vallies green; 

But putrid must those breezes blow. 

That sim must set in gore. 



Era fbntstcps of ■ foreign fM 
Imprint Columbut's shore; 
For, oh, her ions are bmve and fre«t 
Tbsir breasu beat high wilh tibeitr. 

For arming boldest cuiruuu 

An mines of slerliag wonb. 

For Bword and buckler, spur and ftu, 

EmboweUal in tlie euthi 

But, ere Columbia's sODi loigD 

The boon llieir fathers ntm, 

7%e polished ore from eveiy mine 

Shall glitter in Che sun; 

For blight's the blade and sharp thespcar 

'Whii:h Freedom's sons to battle bear. 

Xm Britain boast her deeds well donr. 
Display ber tiophies bright, 
And count, her laurels bravely won, 
' In well contested figiit; 

Columbia can a ban array 
WiU wrest tlie laurel wreatli, 
With truer tye and steadier hand 
Will strike the blow of dc?ath; 
For, whellier on ilie land or nca, 
Columbia's march b victory. 

Let France in blood througli Europe w»df\ 
And, in her fmntie mood. 
Id ciiil diword draw the blade. 
And spill her children's blood; 
Too dear the skill in anus is bought 
Where kindred life blood flows; 
Columbia's sons are better taught 
To triumph o'er their fits. 
And then to comfort, tooihc and ura 
* The falatft <^ Ihe CDnjutnd trati, 
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Tben let Cohimbia's Eagte aoov 

And bear her banner hig^ ' • ' 

The thunder from her diekter poilTy - 

And lightning from her e3re| • . 

And when she sees, from realms aboye^ 

The storm of war is spent, 

Descending, like the welcome don^ 

The olive branch prexntt 

And then will beauty's hand dhine^ ■ 

The never fiuUng wreath antwint. 

« 

For two months past I have been is daily expectation of readisgk 
the Royal Gazette, some such sterling address as the foUoimg; 
but alas! my eyes have been turned to that hppeful quarter too 
long in vain, which obliges me to supply the vacuum here^ in a 
fit of downright despair — ^nowthat I read in the Courier many such 
sentiments as these. Napoleon is down, it is true, but the princi- 
ples and people of France must be levelled with the dust also, or 
Jacobinism will inevitably be the order of the day all over Europe. 

To His Royal Highness the PRINCE REGElsTT of the 

United Empire. 

We, the dutiful and truly loyal "subjects of your venerable Sire» 
our legitimate king, viz. — The Ministers of the Gospel of Peace^ 
the Elders of the Church of Scotland, and all the members of the Bi- 
ble, Missionary, Humane and other benevolent Societies in these de- 
vout realms, approach the throne with sentiments of the most profound 
respect, and lively attachment to the iUustrious Family who now 
sway the sceptre of the British empire. In this we recognize the 
Glorious Revolutionary principles which first paved the way* for 
your Royal Highness' ancestors to that Crown, which we fervently 
pray, to the King of kings, may long be worn by the Royal House 
of Brunswick, for the general liberty, welfare, happiness, and pro- 
tection of a brave and free people. Deeply impressed with such 
sentiments and solicitous to discharge in a conscientious manner^ the 



iscred duties we owe to our God, our fellow ■creatures, and our 
gracious SovenigD, permit us, Most Magnaoimous Princi-1 with 
becomiog deference, to stale, for your Royal Highness' ?ery 
serious consideration, tlie following refltctioBi, We can no longer, 
as true Chrbtians, aTidJailhful subjects, reconcile many of the past, 
lug events, and sanguinary persecuting scenes on the Continent, in 
which his Majeaty'sGovernment has lately taken so large a share, with 
either our religious principles, as the followers of a Saviour, tvno 
en'pined peace and good vtill Sktaong all mankind on earth, or witn 
those very political doctrines, which have hitherto, by the blessing 
of Almightif providence preserved the succession unimpaired in your 
augujit person : Principles that militate against every claim whicli 
might otherwise be urged and supported by any hereditaria Pre- 
tender in Europe, whose rights, on that plea were long ago can- 
celled by the united voice of the British Nation, which freely e- 
lected a Dutchman to guard them and their posterity, against a 
regal hereditart/ tyrant in James II. Such inconsistencies in political 
practice, as the shameful transfer of free Christian Bonis, like pas- 
sive droves of black sheep, on the Continent; the revival of the 
Inquisition, religious persecution, and the replacing of Louis on 
the French throne, vi ei armis afjoreigners against the will of the 
people, and many other equivocal, but portentous signs of the 
times, all conspire to make us, at last, come cDndidly forward, like 
faithfid pastors, and honest men, earnestly to beseech your Royal 
Highneas to ponder upon these vieigkty remarks in your own truly 
KoUe breast, before our numerous fellow citizens, aad peaceable Jlocks 
become seriously discontented with their rulers or ourselves. 

We must reluctantly confess thousands of tiiem are losing both 
their Jleeoe and skins, by a heavy taxation, to support, what many of 
them now consider, both an unnecessary and an unprincipled rearfart' 
and we certainly tremble for the baneful consequences, should it be 
protracted much longer, more especially as the very same opinions, 
which consign France, bound hand and foot over to Louis, might ]ui- 
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lify the imracdinle reduction of America lo the Royal luihoihy «i" 
our legitimate Sovereign, provided the whole of our powerful Conti- 
nental Allies could be persuaded to join us as effectually as they utd 
we have espoused the interests of the present French monarch, since 
we cannot easily reconcile unBucccsaful rebellion with ireasoD, in one 
hemisphere, while in another, its more auspicious precursor, would 
indignantly repel such a calumny on Might, there paramount to 
Right, though we are constiained to controvert this doctrine, as not 
always being, in our humble belief, altogielher evangelical. 

Having by this earnest prayer and petition, we trust, convinced 
every unbelieving makonlent in the three kingdoms, that we do 
stand n\ore in avx nfoar God, than our King, we flatter ourBeI»« 
that our most gracious Prince will intuitively perceive, in this frank 
declaration of ow present Jean to the throne, a clearer demonstn- 
tion of our Anctre mskes Jbr ks ttahility and true glory, than in 
my false or fiiisome oblation of Hope on the attar of a Court, whUe 
thouaands around us, are sinking withjbea/ exaetiotis aaAri absolute 
despvr. In the eocviclion at least of meriting, if not applaiue, 
a gracious pardon, for this unfashionable intrusion, from your Royal 
Highness' reflecting and tender heart, for all the loyal children of 
your and their pious, venerable and afflicted Father, we shall ever 
pray as in duty bound, tec. &c. &c. &c. 

That the above may not be wholly lost to the present generation 
or their offspring, I shall sign it, if even left alone, in the humble 
capacity of a subscriber to ihe Edinburgh Bible Society, and seve- 
ral charitable institutions in this City; though, for this also, I 
should run the risk, with Major Cartwright, of being stigmatized 
again in the Correfpondenf, with that brand of notoriety, which every 
prudent hlicodemm is so deiterouB at clapping in the dark, on the 
bold front of the active and manly mind of any Natlianiel, which 
does not shrink from pccfonning good works, i-ven tn the open day. 
For tjic pending Address in my own name, though I need not «»• 
pcct to becomr eithtr a Baron or a Daronel, I cannot escape be* 
uig at least dubbed a sirnple Knight errant, or rather bis roan 
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Sartcho, as » iillt/ Sawney, not quite so e^cpert la tlie sublime art of 
booing, or the mare profound science of buttering, a prioA, or pos- 
teriori, illustrious perionagei. Royal Ditkeg, &c. as the numeroui 
Sir Pertinax Mac Sycopli ants of the present day; The whole 
corps of those gentry, who conKientioudy merit this rtd night- 
cap are most welcome \o Jit ikcir several noddles from my Aome- 
^un assortment : It ivill readily embrace all the charming variety 
of great heads, little beads, block heads, thick heads, light heads, 
round heads, dunder heads, fat heads, rough heads, broad heads, 
white heads, long heads, flat heads, grejr heads, bald heads, soft 
beadd, hardheads, blubber heads, wrong heads, addle heads, calf 
•heads, leaden heads, little heads, scabbed heads, hammer heads, boss 
heads, monkeys beads, ass heads, sheeps heads, hogs heads, vuin~ 
ihdls: io short, every capat moTtimm in the empire, which, with- 
out any other qualification, is ambitious of bearing a discriminative 
honour, long ago, perliaps more justly conferred on the noted 
fdece of good beef, ycleped a Sir Loin. 

Being clearly convinced, from consulting aud comparing all the 
political intelligence I could acquire, from the moat discordant 
sources, that the war which has now raged, with ungovernable 
fury, for nearly thirty years, was indelibly stamped, in its origin, 
progress, and consummation, as a dreadful contest between regal 
tyranny, and popular freedom, I could not avoid making, en pas- 
iant, some serious reflections, while tiie apparent apathy, and 
perverted notions of the bulk of my fellow-aubjects, both puizlcd 
and alarmed me. 

It did not escape my observation, that as long as the French 
were abject slaves to ibeir Grand Monarch, the British nation, in oil 
possible forms and ways, insulted, abused, ajid ridiculed them for 
thrir base servility, and submission to a vile race of despots. So 
high was this arrogant spirit carried here, and so low had that 
martial people degenerated in our opinion, that it was no uncom- 
mon boast, that one Joiin Bull would gulp up, in fair fisl.l, half 
1 dozen of the white-liveredyio^s of France; nay, our gallant of- 
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ficers wisely thotight, while they laughed in their tkere^ that thtf 
was a joke which never should be considered equivocal, at least, bf 
the common British soldier. Since that period, however, weJuiTe 
lK>th seen and felt, even lately at Waterloo, that the arm ofM-Frenck 
Jreeman is not quite so impotent, as the hands of the miaenUe 
croakers who formerly submitted without a struggle, to thw own 
Gallic yoke, were supposed to have been. 

But mark the ungenerous inconsistency of the British nat&ia^ 
when they pemsitted an insidious Government to prejudice and am 
them against that vert/ race ofmen^ which they had reproached for their 
ioit submission to absolute authurity, the moment that nation reaolv^ 
cd to become, if possible, at all hazards, as free as our own. We 
xiost inconsiderately lay the tvAo/e blame of the revolutionary hwrwt 
in Francef on that devoted people, without ever candidly aakiag 
ourselves, what, cateris paribus^ our ancestors might have done at 
the first rejection of the Stuarts as the Sovereign ? or at ihrirjuud 
ixpulsiont had all their contemporary nonarchs attempted to treat. 
ike English nation, as the Despots of Continental Europe have be» 
haved to France since the commencement of her struggles for li* 
t>erty, to the present day. It is both possible, and probable, that 
English pdtrioiism would have been as vindictive and irresistible^ 
against domestic and foreign foes^ as ever the French have been at 
the worst period of the revolutionary storm; nay, the lava of such 
an explosion might have rolled with irresistible fury over Europe, 
to the remotest shores of Asia, Africa, and America, where, evep 
without such an internal commotion and impulse, many indelible 
traces of our victorious arms, are so far legible at this day, as not 
to require the pen of the ephemeral historian. 

No man of common penetration can yet be in any doubt of the 
real motives for the continuation of this war, however veiled in its pro- 
gress by persevering resistance to the republican Robespierre, or 
the Imperial Napoleon, now that the whole catastrophe is fairly 
wound up, with the grace of three hundred thousand foreign bay- 
onets to secure Louis' divine right to rule over his subjects, noUns 
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vc^ns, and iDoreoTer> to alxrin the British nation, lest the Glon- 
rious Revolution of 1688 should be totally eclipsed by some c^qve 
doctrines, much more congenial with ovir Nm Era. If tlie ubu;^ 
pation of Napoleon did give a mortal blow to the liberty of France, 
and a powerful impetus to universal despotism, which certainly 
was the case, for a time, wc may rest aaaured, that his abdicatioa 
and banishment must resuscitate the dormant freedom of the Frcnc'o, 
and other nations, much sooner and more powerfully than the po- 
tentates, who ha^e thus excluded their best friend, in one respect, 
from their regal lociely, are perhaps aware oij In that auapiciou* 
event, the victory of Waterloo will prove doubly precious to every 
layat English heart, which, in spite of all rectili'iear dogmas in 
France or Hanover, must always beat in unison with our own Glorious 
Revolution, which ousted a despot, to make room for the venerable 
but Umiled King, now upon t!ie throne of these realms, on such a 
constitutional basis, that none but unprincipled traitors to their 
Prince and Country, could wish to see it altered or infringed, in 
any serious respect whatever. In short, the Glorious Hevolution, 
and the Roynl House qf'Brunsvnci are national tmni, which, like 
man and wife, nobody but a base villain could wish to disunite 
and " long may they swim on the smooth tide of time moa 
prosperously together," shall be the chorus of a Loyalist's gong for 
ever. He cannot, with such conrictions, most undutifully become 
a recreant L,0!/alist, and thus, ipso Jacto, espouse the proscribed 
cause of the Sardinian race; no, nor even tatitly approve of an 
Emperor over the British Isles, though we have, perhaps, got half 
that length, through the means of an Imperial Parliament, which 
lately was most gracious to the people's universal and persevering 
outcries against the Corn Bill, though it might have no objcctiuus 
to hail our Sovereign as Emperpr and King. 

One observation escaped me, which should have appeared in page 
3, when tracing loyalty to its source, and it is this. That (he " 
word legitimate flows from a similar fountain, vii. lex lavs, an4 
seems now adopted as implying some^ini traces ' of divine impres- 
sion or grace, though I can sec no other reason than a fanciful 



I 



6« 

traasposition of grex^ lex^ reXf or a hient ajinby b«tMrMii Aom* 
ligpificant monosjUables, which I have not yet been able to nam" 
lyaey in their relative bearings to each other* The repepMnee* 
which yreemen have always evinced to every thiag indioMtVie of: 
hondage^ even in a virtucnu sense^ is strikingly illustrated irthife opu 
position of natural to l^ttmatef when applied to progeny, «• Ae 
result of humar^toiU unrestricted by a social dieek on naharaliSber* 
ty» A careful review of what hat been said of loi, lex, 4tew unMl' 
puzzle the ablest casuist to render Louis, the present herediivy 
Eang of France, through the grace of some hundred thoutaad ft» 
reign bayonets, in one sense, a legUimate monarchy though p o fcudy 
has yet branded him as a natural son of the Royal stock in fait ttm^ 
ing kingdom. 

While in the very focus of my radical functions among' tfam 
pages, I was one day alarmed by the shining effulgence of aa E* 
dinburgh luminary, bearing vertically on my devoted crown, and so 
powerful were the radii of this sublunary burning glass, v^iidk 
concentrated on my exposed pericranium, as to make me aadly 
afraid of an immediate explosion, not less tremendous than the Gtm 
^Powder Plot^ conscious of having long been denounced as a tmHlstg 
barrel qfjidminating materials^ which a carroty pawt viz. a redhead^ 
ed man even could hardly approach, with safety to his sdf or fellow 
ciuzens. But before we proceed to the denoument of this catastrophe^ 
I must introduce my readers cautiously to it, through the foUowmg 
wicker work. 
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From the Edinburgh Correspondent* 

The poetical notoriety of Major Cartwright, of which we 
by no means envy him the possession, should not have been extend- 
ed, through our means, by the mention of his avrival in the Metro- 
polis of Scotland, had he been pleased quietly to pass through the 
city. But he has chosen to issue gratuitous tickets of admission to 
a lecture upon the British Constitution. By this means he last vvwek 
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assembled a crowd in M'Ewan'g roomii We have not been in- 
formed uf the particulars of the harangue. Thoie whom we hap* 
pened to see, who were preient, were near the door, lo which hi* 
Toice did nut audibly extend. Sut there can be no daubt that hia geii- 
timents were such a« we have seen often expressed in the public prints, 
particularly in the letter which lately appeared under hia signature, 
proposing the supposed perfect representation of the people of 
France as a model of imitation for the inhabitaoti of our Islands. 
Whether the M^^or's rhapsodies are the product of a disordered 
mind, or of a turbulent spiriti we hoped, for the honour of our 
city, which certainly stood tn no need of instruction from Major 
Cartwright— -aciiy in which the higher orders are educated in a su- 
perior degree, and the meanest mechanic is not illiterate — wa hopeJ, 
that the attempt to communicate any spark of the Major's spirit 
would prove abortive. — But there are among us, few indeed, we 
believe, but some, whoae sentiments accord with those of their pro- 
found instructor. There soon appeared placards put up on conspi- 
cuous places of the streets, inviting a meeting of the inhabitants of 
the city iv^o^oif^ taxes, in order to take into consideration the mea- 
sure of parliamentary refonn. Two or three hundred people actu. 
ally met in the Fives Court, Rose-street, when the chair was taken 
by a gentleman, whose name we suppress, because, while we value 
him in private life, wc blush for his pubhc conduct. He addressed 
the meeting at considerable length, and concluded his harangue 
with a series of resolutions as the ground-work of a petition to Par- 
liament. The resolutions were seconded by Captain Johnstone, a 
person who was marked upwards of twenty years ago, for his ac- 
tivity in promoting that chimera under the name of" Liberty and E- 
quality," which has occasioned the deluge of European blood 
which has flowed for the greatest part of the intermediate period.— 
We have said we know not whether Major Cartwright's po- 
litical whimsies proceed from a disordered mind or from a turbu- 
lent spirit. Captain Johnstoke's conduct on the present o 
we shall leave likewise in suspense; but as for our fellow c 
I 
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whose name we have suppressed, we are ready at once to acquit biin 
of. all disorderly intention. We entertain much higher respect for 
his heart than for his head*-— On all occasions, when we tee our 
fellow citizens called together, in order to represent their grie- 
vances to the legislature, the first sentiment which arises in our 
mind is exultation in the freedom of our Constitution, which ad* 
mits of that invaluable privilege; but let us not abuse our rights; 
let us proye that we are worthy of them. Those who call us to« 
gether without an adequate cause, incur a heavy responsibility. It 
18 our duty to understand well the object of our petitions, and the 
consequences of granting what is prayed for, before we subscribe 
them. The subject of the late deliberations in the Fives Court has 
been long ago ably canvassed. Let us be masters oi what has been 
already done relative to it. We will discover that when it shall be 
proper, consistently with the state of Europe, to revive the quetdoa 
of parliamentary reform, there will be no need, of a lecture from 
Major Cartwright, or of resolutions moved and seconded by 
such personages as we have mentioned, in order to accomplish all the 
reform in our mode of representation in Parliament, which any 
sound-minded and well disposed citizen could desire, or would hold 
to be practicable. 

On Friday last the celebrated Major Cartwright delivered a 
lecture on the Constitution of England and Parliamentary Refom, 
at the Queen's Head inn, Newcastle. As no money was receivM 
for admittance, and the only qualification was the payment of taxes, 
(which few persons escape) the audience completely filled the room, 
and of course highly applauded the disintei^ested lecturer. In the 
evening a few persons met and formed a penny a week society, for 
the purpose of furthering the views of the Major, by petitioning on 
the subject. We understand that he is on a tour for the purpose 
of .collecting petitions, which he hopes by their overwhelming num- 
ber, will have some effect on the alleged corruption, against which 
his whole life has been passed in hostilities. The Major is a great 
admirer of the Saxon times and customs. He €ontends that everv 
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man ought to be armetl, ia order to prevent lioti, rebellion, and fo- 
reign invision ; and that the people ought not only to elect tnem- 
bera of parliament, but also the sheriffs! — Neuscaslle paper. 

When we mentioned lately, the arrival of an itinerant lecturer 
upon politics among ub, wc conuidered that we had bestowed all 
the attention upon ao unimportant an incident that it merited. — • 
But we have received a letter subscribed John Bohthwick Gil- 
christ, who deaignatea himself the agent of Majot Cautwright, 
covering a letter from the Major addressed to us in order to be 
published. — The Doctor threatens ua if we refuse! Ia llie learned 
geiitleman ignorant of the sentiment which impotent threats inva- 
riably excite! We do refuse. Those, however, who wish to aee 
the letter, will Gnd it in the Caledonian Mercury of last Saturday. 
It contains animadversions upon our former paragraph above allud- 
ed to. There was nothing in tbe very general remarks wbich we 
then made which could render it incumbent on ua to publish a re- 
ply from Major Cartwright. He could only seek thereby to give 
publicity to his own doctrines, an object which he can accomplish by 
other means. Dr. Borthwick Gilchrist now announces himself 
so prominently as the agent of Major Cartwright, that we no long- 
er consider it to be incumbent on us, in delicacy to him, to con- 
ceal that it was to him we alluded formerly as the chairman of the 
meeting iu the Fives Court. We have observed in some contem- 
porary newspapers, that this meeting is said to have excited a strong 
sensation in Edinburgh. This is entirely inconsistent with appear- 
ances. The Major and his agent seem to wish that the recollec- 
tion of the thing should continue; but it was only a few of the in- 
habiUnts of this populous city who ever thought of it at all, and 
even they aeem to have forgotten it. The city was never more tran- 
quil in every respect. Indeed, the influence, the principles, and the 
reach of talent, of those who have made the attempt to disturb us, 
were not such as to induce us to entertain any dread upon the 



68 



i^X»^i»%»%%^%^^»% 



Inserted after rejection hy the Edinburgh Prints, ndo ike 

Glasgott) Chronicle. 

To the Editor of the Edinburgh Correspondent. 
Sir, 

Having in one of your late Numbers, conceiTed it your 
duty, to attack the head, if not the hearty of my venerable Friend^ 
Major Cartwright, give me leave to hand you the enclosed^ at 
that Gentleman's Reply, to your animadversions on his coodoct 
and character* As far as regards myself, I sh^, pro tempore^ 
rest satisfied in the conviction, that you cannot as an honest mas^ 
refuse t e Major's remonstrance an early insertion in that verg 
paper ^ which has attempted to misrepresent and cahimniaie a moit 
respectable individual, with whose friendship I am highly hon- 
oured, and for whom I shall ever cherish the most profound es- 
teem, in spite of the amicable shield which you have uninvited 
held in the mean time, over my humble head and name. 

For this generous defence of a heedless talker in Edinburghi 
much more disinterested than the popular mantle lately thrown 
over Wilson the harmless London Walker^ you shall receive my 
most cordial acknowledgments at full length, as soon as the 
rude hands which are now strangling^ the Edinburgh press, permit 
me to address them and you^ through a Glasgow speakbg trumpet 
or hautboy, not quite so tame in its notes as the small Neinshomi 
or Je^s* harps of this good Town. 

On the score of the Cardinal Sin, called Notoriety ^ of which 
you accuse us, I have but a few words more to say at present, 
that as some of those Great Men whom you no doubt admire, 
have oflen evinced much more inclination to become Notorious, 
than either Major Cartwright or myself, you cannot therefon$ 
Uame us for imitating, at a humble distance, sogloriousan example, 



though not yet permitted to orrj the precedent or precepi, even 
■0 very high as the noon day sale of seats in Parliament. 

In the CTent of your denying admission to the Major's and my 
oi»n LetUr, have the goodness honestly to return both for inser- 
tion into the first free paper we can find ia tiiis city or Kingdom, 
as I for one, ant determined to proclaim among my Countrymen, 
theexpreesivewordsofThemistocles, "Strike, but hear me!" 
I have the honour to be, 



Your very obedient Servant, 
John Bobthwicic Gilchrist. 



NicoUtm Sqaare, 
nih Ocl. 1815. 



in ike Gtasgoto Chronicle, after having been rejected by 
the Correspondent. 

To the Editor of ike Edinburgh Corr.'spondent, 

Dt;RHAM, 9tli Oct. 1S15. 



Sir, 



In your paper of tlie 7th, yon hare allowed your- 
self to offer for the entertainment of your readers, certain insinu- 
ations lending to convey an unfavourable opinion, of my imdcr- 
standing and my character. I therefore trust, that througli your 
sense of justice, 1 shall be allowed to ofier to the same renderp, 
a fow reasons lending to shew, that insinuations are not, to such 
an end, quite so proper as arguments and facts. 

Deal only in fair argument and real fact, and then. Sir, so far 
as my understanding and character are concerned, you shall bo 
at full liberty to say whatever you please; as I do not in any 
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ease, hold truth to he a libel, nor will I on that ground, ever up^ 
peal to law as a shield against injury. 

You say that you " know not whether Major Ca rl w riglt t's 
political wkimsieSf proceed from a disordered mind, ot from .s 
turbulent spirit/' 

You also say that you *' have not been informed of the particn- 
lars of the harangue/' which he last week delivered to ^^ a crowd 
in M*Ewan's rooms.*' 

Had you, Sir, been present, you would have perceived that 
his object was to correct the mischiefs, flowing from the ** poli- 
tical whimsies," of those who prefer a Parliamentary Represen- 
tation, made up, as Mr. Burke says, *' of forms and t3rpe8, and 
shadows and fictions of law,'' to such a Representation as must 
result from free election according to the Constitution, as sooa 
as that Constitution, shall be practically enjoyed. 

You have likewise. Sir, spoken of a letter which lately appear- 
ed, '^ under his (the Major's) sigDaiuref proposing the supposed 
*^ perfect Representation of the people of France as a model of 
^ imitation, for the inhabitants of our Islands.'* 

Had you. Sir, either given due attention to the context, in that 
** letter*' as you call it, or known " the particulars of the ha- 
rangue" above mentioned, you would, I presume, have avoided 
this erroneous statement. , 

Having, more than eight and thirty years ago, actually ** pro- 
posed" for England, Representation proportioned to Population, 
I had no need to go to France for instruction on this subject, 
wherefore, the words which you allude to, are only indirectly in* 
structive, being intended as mere apostrophe and expostulation* 
which quoting them, will shew. They are as follows, 

" Shall then, the people of Britain behold the French Nation, 
*« left by their conquerors in possession of a real Representation, 
equalized in due proportion to the population of her depart- 
ments, and remain insensible to her own degradation, under 
an insulting mockery, defrauded of the substance of Repre- 
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*^ Bentation, by those Monopolists of suffrage, the patrons of 
** Rotten Boroughs, and the 4iolders of County superioriiie^** 

You tell your readers, that, *' we will discover that when it 
shall be proper, consistently with the state of Europe, to revive 
the question of Parliamentary Reform, there will be no need of 
a lecture," &c. But, what a Reform in our own domestic polity, 
which is essential to justice, to the very existence of our liber- 
lies, and to the security of our property, against arbitrary taxa- 
tion, has to do " with the state of Europe,^* we have yet to 
learn; for you have not had the kindness to explain the connec- 
tion or dependance. Before we proceed thus to repair the dilap- 
idated fortress of our own freedom, are we to wait until the Ve- 
nus de Medici have regained her old apartment at Florence? 
Until the Apollo have travelled back to Borne? And until the fa- 
mous Horses caper again on their former pedestals at Vented 
Or for what else, in the state of Europe, are we to pospone the 
doing of our own necessary work at home? 

Giving you credit for not having a '* disordered miridy^ I wish. 
Sir, you would have thd goodness to indicate in what particular 
« fiate of Europe^* it may " be proper," to mind our own busi« 
ness; and by what time you think we may hope to set about' it. 

If, Sir, in your judgment, I labour under " a disordered mind,*' 
and am possessed with '< a turbulent spirit," I see not how those 
who agree with me in opinion and conduce, and they arc many, 
can escape the same imputations, nor how it comes to pass, that 
you have not adduced any one argument, nor stated any one 
fact, in justification of your insinuations. 

As your readers might very possibly have some curiosity on 
these points, it seems somewhat extraordinary, that you make 
DOt a single attempt to satisfy them. You might with great 
truth, have accused us of maintaining that '* the House of 
^< Commons, as now appointed, doth not in any Constitutional 
•^ or rational sensei represent the Nation." We, in our defence, 
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could dnly have asked, ^* Is this a melancholy truths or ia Jt a 

You nught truly have charged us with declaring, that the 
** people have an undoubted right to representation co-eiUmnive, 
« at the least with direct taxation.*' Is this again atruisniy or is 
it a ^* political txhimsy.** 

You might also have proved us to have said, that '^ the pecq^ 
<' have a rightful claim to an equal distribution of such fiepfe^ 
^* sentation.*' We can only again aak^ Is this truth and justice 
or is it a ** political vJiimsy.^* 

Neither can we deny, that we have gertinaciously osurtc^ 
that *^ the Nation is entitled to Parliaments of a contimuiDop 
" according to the Constitution^ namely, not exceeding one jetx^ 
Is this. Sir, a grave and rational question^ worthy of a grave 
and rational answer, or is it like the rest, ** apolitical xMowf?** 

Are these. Sir, ** the Major's rhapsodies/' which you ccmaid- 
er as ** the product of a disordered mind, or of a turbulent spi« 
« rit?" 

Unless, Sir, you drop insinuation^ which is a very foul figure 
of, speech, and speak plainly and soberly to these points, your 
readers will have reason to think, that you have not an^ very 
high respect for their understandings. 

(Signed,) 

John Cartwright. 



My^ candid readers, may now be enabled to judge between me 
and the wiered sisterhood of the Correspondent, who some days af- 
ter the Major's manly reply to their feeble assault on his principles 
and character, cautiously kept their tiny horns within the shell of 
an obscure print, till another snail equally insignificant, brought up 
a battering ram on its back to their aid, all the way from New- 
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caitle. In common life, it is no bad maxim to pnt one's best foot 
foremost, but when both happen to be cloven, tbf next best pkn i» 
to substitute the first Uockkead, whicb cocnes in tbe way, as np 
despicable yooiia/^ in such a chance medly, as that of libelling a 
person by name, with the dirty hands of an unknown calumniator. 
Good master advocate for public tranquillity! do bring forward in 
the first court of justice you please, an indictment for sedition a* 
- gainst either the Major or myself, that we may clearly see who ie 
ibe minor in point of proof, and whether you are really ashamed of 
your scurvy calling, or such as it is, the wliole prafession be not 
apprehensive, that your avowed name will rather exhibit the deep 
sealead of Truth, than the apparent buoy, which an honest man would 
boldly throw out above so noble a sheet anchor. Had we dared 
thus Co vilify any of your royal corps nominally, as public f re- 
brands, whose inipotency alone prevented their setting this good 
town on fire, what would have been our portion?— Go, Sir, and 
ask. the 'Uill independent honest souls, who are numerous enough 
in this city, even debased as it is, to save theirselve« and it from 
the scorn and contempt of one true-blooded Englishman, and both 
Major Cartwright and myself shall require no other shield, for our 
good aamef, thus wantonly branded and defamed by an anonymous 



Fair play, a stranger (o all serrilc tools, 

When sapient knaves assault two honest foals, 

Id Yua may Hbisper in eaeli grated ear, 

Wlijnot on such a stage tb}'selfip|>ear? 

And like the gallant Criditon, nobly boaal 

A name, which stands alone, itself an host. 

" Worth makes the man, the ivant of it (he fellow, 

" And all (he rest is leather and prunello. 

" A wit's a feather, and a chief a rod; 

" An honest man's the noblest work of God." 

If I must fall, here let me earnest pray, 

That I may p«nsb in the fkc« of dav. 
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And not from some ignoius feel the Mow, 

Which hurls me headlong to the shades below. 

Let name for name, and fiiioe for face be found, 

With pen, ink, paper, all displayed around. 

That he alone may fear, who stands on slijqpery ground* 
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This ignoramus Gentleman, for aught I know to the contniyy 
may be some spare greyhound, long in pursuit of several state Bomtt 
in all the putrid sluices about the place, or even now hunting after 
a spare bone or two at the doors of those guzzling bankers, whom 
Cobbet describes as fattening on the existing war. Though he 
may furnish a pretty tough skin for the gross jUsh of corruptioil 
here, I suspect he is not possessed of either sintvOf nerve or bom 
enough, to set the stinking carcase erect on its legs again, merely 
by a cowardly cut at two men more independent than himself^ or at 
all events who are less fearful of appearing in propria persona^ at the 
tribunal of an insulted public^ for final decision on their ^g^^t or 
innocence, now they can be fairly heard in their own vindication, at 
the case is happily, through the liberty and liberal spirit of the 
Glasgow Press, at last in detail before them. 

Suppose an advocate at the Scottish bar^ were called on to defend 
his client Sy like an upright clever la^^^er by his atxm talent Sy before 
one of the Judges, were thus to address his Lordship. 

My Lord J If you will only permit me to traduce, muzzle and 
gag, ad libitum, the whole opposite party, including their spokesmen^ 
who are opposed to me and my clients, I shall engage, by my own 
silence, to prove, that justice is on our side, through the voluntary 
organs of speech, in a brother pleader, who has most seasonably 
posted all the way from the English borders, to argue the whole 
plea much better than I can. How would a grave Senator, in a 
full becoming wig, stare at such an oration? might not the orator 
expect the many-tailed emblem of wisdom and equity would be dashed 
at his brazen face, for presuming to form so very humble an opinion 
of the modem Minos' judgment, and might not, in the language of 
Major Cartwright, even the whole Court conclude, that the planet- 
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Btiuck barrister, entertained no very high respect for Iheir under- 
standing, however much be might ptaiae hia own ekill in astrology. 
The community have uow wme right to eay, whetiier the pro- 
vocation I received, f;-oin a covered assault on my weak, head, un- 
dcr the mask of a hypocritical eulogium on my heart, Jias been 
equalled or not, by the impotency of my humble talents to "protect 
myself, from so learned and grave looting an owi, as the one now 
perched on the servile columns of an Edinburgh Print, lo hoot 
Major Cartwright and me, for two turliuknt, scdilious, but imbecile 
incendiaries, from whose daring and IreasuHaiU. designs, the good 
city had been miraculously preserved, in a state of perfect yjcoi^ and 
tranqidlUt^, by the annexed royal screams of that ominous bird, 
thus seated aloft on the municipal watch tower of the city. 

* " NUi Damiiius Jrusha," 
of which) for the sake of my Countiy readers, I shall give this para- 
phrastic version, besides the close translation in the note below. 

Wc houe&t placemen, and place-hunting elves, 

Are men uf (irudctit feelings — for ourselves. 

Unless we slab die Cliampiona of lUform, 

Our pensions all — must perish In tho slurm, 

WTileb might, like gales, thefaul air purity, 

And life with health to all— but ui supply. 

For should (he ralten ijislem cesk to thrive, 

Whit clieese could keep stale mila like us alive? 

Tbenletusntifle this fair dawninf;li);ht, ' -y 

Aad doom (he people to elemal night; > 

1. , Yes, let ihem pay for proof — of onr dear sccanil niglit. * 

Nisi nos dKmiaifrUitra-(mui t;— all ia o'er. 

Jobs, bribes, snug pensions sink — to rise ns more; 
• I'he Latin maito of (he Edinburgh arm j, 

Ifivc HSecndant Lorda don't kill the ll'riglil. 

And Doctor loo— our Day is changed (o Night 
I This mu; or mou^e, is at least one /aai too long, and therefore can prove 
notliingshortofa rat at least, unless on Iheaulhority of a Latin poet, ve sLuuld 
make (he mvualain or Press in labour, produce a Sal", after which every huni- 
er's horn in the office shaU be let loose; the moment we tun place (hii wild 
ting fairly on the plain, and thus illustrate the Roman eguim^ae or pun, 
" Mas curril in Camjio iinepedibas suis." 
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Quick! down with Cart-mrigkt andhis Doctor s mate. 
Shall they pretend to mend or cure tiiat state? 
"Which shelters us like Tom Thumbs in a pie, 
Wherein we live and move— nay, mean to die. 
Beneath one crust <tf t^fiuence so clever, 
A patent paste or puffcall*d, **faU me never,** 
To clinch corruption's hopeful reign for ever. 
' JUsum teneaiis anucu** Is this the plot? 
For which all hands must pay both scot and lot; 
Are these the bugs, lice, fleas, who spoil our rest? 
And damn Reformers, for a lynx^ed pest ** 
Up! shake your sheets f till every — louse shiver^ 
It must be done, and better late than never. 
Gods! shall such vermin always bear the bell? 
Which makes our paradise, — a perfect helL 
To such infernal leeches,— -why so dvil? 
Blow down their bevy to their friend, the devil ! 
Force both to leave behind their ill got store, 
A &ir refund, and we shall ask no more, 
To crown our births in Constitution bay. 
With sweetest sleep by night, and work by day* 
Pleased, with our king^ our liberty, and Isws^ 
Then hon^ men, not knaves, would gain applanse. 
The State by them well steered, would safely glides 
Fann*d by each breeze, and borne on time and tide. 



* The successful hunting of such a brood in a double state gmSt cat p^eni 
blanket, is a mudi more arduous task, than to take>i single flea by the cuffof tha 
neck, and dust a little quadt powder into its eyesy as the vender of that oomp 
modity, once advised an old woman to do with his recipe— She quaintly asked 
Mr. Solomon, if a good crack between her thumbs would not be easier managed^ 
and equally effectual? The poor Empirick being confounded at the witch'a 
sagacity, was forced to confess himself no conjurer, after trying his hand at a 
new more ^mnising project, till it was also blasted by a Printer's devil, as 
stated in page 12. 

f Alluding to the sheets or petition rolls, which are as terrible to the xxmg^ 
gots and grubs in the Augaean stable of corruption as the flag of dealh and de- 
iance can possibly be to Re£9nners in the peril of a forlorn hope; no wonder 
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'Oar gaUont ship «dA evny mil unfurl'd. 

Would prove the pride and safe-guard of Lhe wofkl. 

Full fraught wlih ricbest blessings for tbe wiiole, -. 

HfiT anarch an occan^s breast, frooi pole ta polct y 

Till muds no longer blow, and billlows cense to rolL J 

It now remains to be considered, how far a person accused of 
impotetKi/, rpHlly be proved guilli/ of ihc crime ; but the proof 
ought not in justice to flepcnd entirely on the passive object of 
assault, being in that state of hopelas slerility, which positively 
counteracts every impTtssioit, that could be made by lhe manly 
prowess of either physical or mental fecuudity. " Ex nihilo nihil 
Jit," and Nemo being neither man nor H'omaii, though perhaps no 
despicable Hermaphrodite, I muat not indeed be braiidL-d as barren 
upon so very unpromising a subjecl, whatever may be tlie issue of 
tliis essay. I certainly now may be allowed as a Dovinr so far to 
prescribe for my suffering Patient, as to recommend an immediate 



then, that tlic garrison take alarm and endeavour Fo Irusljate every ossauU, by 
throiring over a qhower of stink- pota among Iheir firal assailanls. Tlic particular 
animal alluded 10 in thia line, is said by hiilorians to bave mode a complete 
lodgment in the groal Reformer's beard, belter knunn among tlic prieds, ai 
Julian lhe Aptstate, though a slauiicli Radical in many respects, to tbeir cost- 
He never liesilaled about tlic eilirpation of the imperial cslony, wlnchmfeMedbis 
upper story or private capital, in ^pite of llic predilection for its flowiug appen- 
dage, whidi fell at once under the stroke of an ignoble shaver. Miglilwe not imi- 
tate so brave a General's pnidenco, by a similor operation, at thcJagimiZ of our 
Constitution, where Rotten Borough gloTB-ieanas have long been making sad 
bavock, even at the scat of honour, }jy bamia-iag so dee]) among the ailjaienlr 
benebes, that no spokesman, prrain JiifiL;, can accnratclj mark the end of Weir 
tails, whatever a certain siicaker oute observed, when their ugly licadi pojit 
unexpectedly out, on the gaping mullilude, in open court at midday, and be- 
came, though at first mere insignificantjfrc^ifi, as notorious for tbcir peculiar 
shining qualities, as the sun in hi^ meridian splendour. Hcfonn may, on the 
present occasion, be aptly compared to the heaving donii or coreeniug a vessol, 
wLosc bottoni is infested Mith ^aniacA's and other sub-innrinc reptiles, ct iiarvn. 



tppealy like the Duchess d'Angouleme^ to the nearest friendl/ 
Convent, that the robust Friars of the sacred Conclave may 
aid him or her (for the sex of my malade is still equivocal) 
in the production of some Royal bantling not quite to de* 
generate as its Correspondent Father. He will, it may be pre- 
samed^ now very graciously admit of my referring to prior evidence, 
to prove that I have no sneaking propensities as coolers to the 
inflammatory disposition, with which he has, in this respect, very ap« 
propriately charged me. It is not the first time I have upbraided a 
servile Editor with neglect of public duty^ though probably sanctioned 
therein by a superintending Government, much more despotic and 
irresponsible than any we have yet seen in this blessed land of 
liberty, and every good thing, especially for those dormant mag- 
gots, who progressively become the favoured Aurelias and gaudy 
Butter ^xc^ of a^ree State— flowing with milk. and honey for every 
true believer in its present purity, whatever such busy bees, wasps^ 
or hornets, as the Major and myself may ever expect from so pro- 
lific a cow, or her good easy mate John Bull, alias Jerry Sneak. 

Some twelve years ago, a native fort in India was stormed and tak- 
en by the Company's troops, though in the terrible assault, several 
heroic youths prematurely fell in the service of their British Indian 
Lord» and Masters. One of the brave lads happened to bear my 
humble name, and on the total suppression in the Grovemment 
papers of the event and its fatal consequences, with respect to the 
unnamed officers^ who fell sword in hand so gallantly in their de- 
fence ; I must acknowledge, that the congenial blood of a Gilahhreest 



which impede her ifiay through the sea, and thereby create much useless ex- 
pence; to say nothing of the danger arising from without by such bloodsuckers, 
and within from the mice and rats that infest hulls of every kind for cheese- 
parings ond candle ends,' to the imminent danger of a thoughtless crew, on board 
%aich a sink of mortality and corruption, from which one fundamental or radical 
«^peration can alone extiicate all hands safe and sound, to land them once 
more, without foundering at sea, or splitting on any hidden rocks, in high healthy 
upon their native shore. 
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produced the subjoined efFusion, to reanimate llms far the precioui 
stream which flowed as a loyal sacrifice, unrecorded in aiiff other 
annals bitl — my simple song. 



AN ELEGY 

On LiBUT. GllCHRiST, who was killed in InJia, ir 



Stop, gallant soldier I why thus fly 
' The inuBp, who groeta thee pafsing by, 

Tliey who lament diy early doom. 
In youth ojid virtue's fairest bloom. 
Are not alive to fame. 



Happy the 


mon, whoai 


! deatli, like thine. 


Secures above that bliE 


s divine. 


TATiidi a 


Lge may gra 


sp in v.iin; 


Oh! had 1 




o too. 


And found 


1 a youthful 


grave tike yo-i, 


•UnsuUicd with on. 


? stain! 


Though fur above the 


sordid page. 


Whentaa. 


nne -gncMe 


ei/nic'i rage 


Hath Id 


™ thy Um.1 


W«. H«~.,:,- 


HncB jirif 


«(e right is 


public ^al. 


Here let a 




honest lenl. 


RepW-t 


! it on thy tomb. 


Let cold, 


insipid. ,.™, 


iHayii. 


Adore me. 


re rank with lying pTaiie; ' 


Tliis sober task be 


mine. 



• Alas! I litilfl thought then, tlial my trying j/m in the torrid zone, were 
lobe aggravated, by the red hoi iuatrument of the College of Justice in a colder 
clime, which branded a Gilchrict, most unjustly, in pages 33 to 45 inclusive^ 
as a despicable Subot^cr of witnesses in their Judicial Cuorf, not less infallible 
than profounil, in its discriminating knowledge of the real merits of any suit, 
Made u plain oa the A, B, C is, whldi will be found in tliese pages. 
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To cvown an humble worrier's hcant 
With eveiy duurm of heartfelt vena^ . 
And truth*s nu^Jestic line. 

What arc proud tides? sounding names! 
The bard indignant^ thus exdaims. 

Some woHklete chirf there liet; 
But here— to sterling merit yields. 
In glory's bright, etherial fields, 

Where worthies only rise. 

Commanders ! Generals ! Colonels ! all ! 
When virtue bears an £nsign*s pall, 

You are not ha(fso high:'^ 
See fancy's animating flame, 
On eaglets wings salute the samo 

A Marshal ia the aky. 

She there can riew each glorious scar, 
Eclipse the mimic brazen star. 

Vice oft — ^wears here below : 
There — honour trophied shall appear, . 
Uti spite of Envy's coward sneer, 

It is— it must be so. 

To British youths, be valour giv*n. 
And gooe2n«5«— richest gift of hcav'n. 

Attend ye nobly brave! 
This is no wayward madman* s dream, 
Lo! all the springs of gidryi^rfant 

Far — far— beyond the grave! 

Who gains renown by virtuous deeds. 
Who for his king and country bleeds, 

At fate's almi^ty nod. 
Shall rise to prove the sacred plan. 
Which hails the soul of mortal mafi. 

An angel — or a god. 

If so! shall worms insult the dead, 
Or rob a stripling soldier's head 
Of laurels dearly won ? 



Noi no, tbe miue tnuuplants tbem now, 
To flourish round — her hero's bnm 

A bright — unoiDnal suib 
Co, spirill Treed fromhuioan Klift, 
Eojoy serene, clemol life, 

Unclauded with oae tear, 
Yes, Gilchiisl — wipe Ihat last awajf. 
For those who pine Irom day to day, 

Too l™g_henighipd here. 
Celestial cherubi pure and tree 1 
He cannot weep, who envies thee 
Tlic breach — itle time you fell ; 
Whose mind now hears thee smiling Bay, 
HeaiVscluiou sounds; come! lead the wayj 
" Poor mortals! — fare you well !" 



It is somewhat surprising that any writer in a Christian land, 
should endeavour to invalidate the soundness of particular doctrines, 
merely because they were enforced by itinerant lecturers, and men 
of despicable abilities, in the common estimation of the world. Can 
he possibly forget, that this is a two-edged sword, which may be made 
to cut in a double direction, without subjecting us to the imputation 
of arrogance, since we claim no infalibility of talent, though we 
may naturally feel anxious to employ the little, with which it has 
pleased providence to bless us, in the way most conducive to its 
general utihty and our own improvement, either for private or pub- 
lic advantages. My considerate critic and accurate discrimator of 
other people's mental powers, seems desirous of suppressing those 
opportunities, which tbe coUiaion of sentiment generally affords, 
for the more decisive proof of intellectual prowess in this or that in- 
dividual, otherwise he would not have first entered the lists with 
Major CAHTwniGfjT and myself, merely to shut his own press in 
a dastardly manner in our faces, against those very lucubrations and 
L 
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slender endowments that he had so wantonly attacked. Having 
been driven from my native town, to obviate interrupUons thrown 
in the way by delays or interception even of my communicationt 
with the free Press of Glasgow, where I now mean to re- 
side till tlie Pamphlet be fairly publisjied; it is out of my pow- 
er to say what steps my friend Captain Johnston, may take 
to vindicate his own good name, most unjustly defamed by an ano- 
nymous writer, in the most obscure print of the City. That he 
can repel the foul charges brought against him, like a man of ho- 
nour, spirit, and parts, there can be no doubt, provided be be able 
to prevail on one single paper to insert his defence, without piying 
for it as a regular advertisement ; which has been invariably the 
mode adopted by the Edinburgh publications, in all their dealings, 
with the persecuted Reformers, while in Glasgow they have met 
with, and I trust merited, more liberal treatment in every respect* 
People's minds must indeed be stultified to an incredible degree, if 
they do not remark how many columns of News, were gratuitous- 
ly given about Bridges, Court-houses, Jails, Gibbets, Jubilees, Ma- 
gisterial speechifications, Fulsome Panygerics, and reciprocal But- 
ieringSy Donations of Silver Cups, and Gold Snuff-Boxes, to say 
nothing of Grand Festivals and other social whimsies of the day, 
much about the period that half a dozen of lines, in an obscure cor- 
ner of the same print, were sacrificed with a grudge, to Major 
CartwrigJit's more disinterested, manly and rational pursuits. 
The French were a dancing, fiddling, singing, volatile, frivolous, 
thovightless people, wliile most enslaved, and we are, in this instance^ 
apparently running a dissipated race with them, lest they arrive at the 
neplus ultra of national decline and degradation before us. Had the 
money to be squandered in one week, for threshing the air -with vari- 
ous instruments, or squeezing it through natural and artificial pipes, 
been collected for those brave fellows, who for years have been 
buffetting another element in our defence, and firing some thing more 
sterling than air guns, the misapplication of talents, time, labour, and 
money, would not have appeared so invidious, nor would.it have van- 



istied 80 much Jike the baaelcsa fabric of a virion, without leaving a aiii' 
gle wreck behind, or perhaps one generous Benllment becoming 3 free 
and manly people. They who certainly know how and whci) to che- 
rish all the arts and sciences of social life, should have wifidom enough 
to prefer the common chariliCE of gratitude and unsophisticated hu- 
man nature, in critical times like the present, when national Freedom 
seems sinking with prosperity among the rude billows of universal 
dissipation, jubilees, feaita, fetes, dependence, \enality, avarice, 
and all the dangerous quicksands which surround tlie tottering 
bulwarks of a state, upsetting with the mere topsail stress of its 
own glory, like the ship which will not answer her helm, or that 
carries more sail than ballast, and founders accordingly. 

The Correspondent tells the Reformers of the awfnl responsibi- 
lity they incur, by collecting peaceable citizens together, fur the 
purpose of Prayer and Petition to Parliament, and it is possible 
enough, he would have charged them with murder, had a loose atone 
in the roof of the Cockpit, fallen by chance on the bead of some 
official Judas there. Has he dared to give any such hint, to the 
honourable and royal patrons of the overflowing Musical Festivai, 
Nay should any cross accident whatever occur, to endanger or des- 
troy the limbs and lives of the lieges assembled there, would he ven- 
ture to moralize on tlie catastrophe, aa he would valiantly do, 
were any similar calamity to afflict a meeting of Reformers? 

A careful retrospection to page 75, must convince every rational 
observer, that the Correspondent has not really proved bo sterih, 
when in contact, with a skilful ^ccowJicur, as the Public, at her 
Jirsf outcry, perhaps imagined, since by the approaching Episode, 
it will be incontestibly proved, that his Printer's Devil, by proxy at 
least, produced a full grown, fat, sleek, well fed mouse, which had 
some bow or other crept into the Slate Plum Tart, and at the very 
first throK of the printing machine, out pops master mousie, to the 
great astonishment of the pressman, who involuntarily exclaimed-^ 
Run, Doctor Faustita! bring your bag, I pTUf, ~ 

Let out jDur cats, give puss at hst fair play, C 

Else eveiy rat and mouse roust foully gel nway. J 
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In shorty the typographical Pftndanhonium was in such an'oproar 
for the Doctor's grimalkin lynx^ that I could hdrdly join the chase 
in full cry, time enough to prevent the dormouse slipping like an eel^ 
or a pig with a well greased tail^ through my fingers^ while puss 
also scampered into a comer at the sight of sudh a number of Utile 
Nics as assembled, to the well known sound of the Huntsman's Horn, 
in pursuit of such a boar as a state prisoner, who had unaccountably 
left his brother Thumbs to enjoy their dose behind bim« When 
we translate the Latin quotation in page 75, so— - 

A little mouse can scamper o*er the down 
Without less nimble feet, as not his own : 
The joke consists in this— it wants no Sow 
To lend her feet to run, you have it now. 

I may be granted this small citatory license,— 

** Ecce Homo! currit in campo sine for cum) pedibus suii,** 
in its application to my Corresponding antagonist- 
Behold the man or woman bom to run! 
The cutting gauntlet of reforming fun, 
Comes out a mouse, wild hog, or cursed boar, 
To every friend who knew him once before 
A harmless pleader at the Scottish bar, 
O how unlike a blustering man of war ! 
Who from the watch tower sounde this dismal cry, 
Curs ! when you bark, that day — ^you surely die. 
7o this homed Owl, the dogs with liiled legs reply. 
As cats or kittens play with mice like you, 
We mean to toss thee up to public view. 
Till Uncle Toby*s well known voice inspire 
Our breasts with pity and humane desire. 
Then go poor devil, I can plainly see 
This world is wide enough for you and me. 
But sin no more — ^lest a worse fate attend 
The feeble hootings of your latter end. 
One of the swinish multitude, you know, 
I« bold enough to tell your O wlship so ; 
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Before he lels thee from hisclutchoa fall 

Into the Duncioii Pa — or Grand Canul, 

Flum|i — througb die gaping croud of t)ic great Fesui 

Though ball' drown'il as a rat, fou still shall live, 

Ilk L»ng'« immortal office • — I forgive. 

You there emblazoned in resplendent ore, -^ 

Shall shine the Ecce Homo evermore; ( 

At T5, though but a mm or jut — yelcped a boar. 3 

Both the venerable Major and myself having the Chrietian appel- 
lative of John, it will not require an extraordinaiy strctcli of fancy, 
in either a bat or an owl, to treat tis as a brace of John Bull dogs, of 
the true Sidney, Fletcher, and Hampden breed, who would Gcorn 
to lift our hands to any Prince Charles' puppy in the kingdom, 
whatever we might do with the attic effusion of our loyal under- 
standings, when we come, nolens volcns, in contact, on such an occa- 
sion as the present. 

Having at last discussed almost the whole of this intervenient nar- 
rative, we may, first glancing at pages 12 and 13, look hack 
and reflect on some occurrences, which could not have been 
BO easily adjusted before. Why the Mercury assumed the tight 
of stamping a libellous label on my labours, as chairman of the 
cockpit meeting, is not for me yet to disclose, not being in the 



* This indefadgable, loya! printer, may be, in one sen^e, at least, styled llie 
Jrnnidn of hia age, from a judicious discrimination of the best and most 
innocent means of preserving and improving the rational freedom of his native 
country, by employing his press rather lo give vent to reasonable complaint^ 
than lo stifle thcui into much more duagcrous expedients than ses«}nable 
remonsirBnce or Petition. I am bound, in gratitude and justice, to recommend 
this worthy tradesman, as one of the mcBt liberal and exiiert typographical 
raan-midwives in the United Empire, for (he safe and speedy delivery of every 
•uthor, pregnant with useful intelligence to his fellow dtiicm, but wbicli elae- 
wherc might miscarry entirely, or produce a mere mole to guidi: pcopte as blind 
as the production now desalted. 
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confidence of that rather equivocal diviniiy ; bat as truik i$ now no 
defence against libel, even admitting mj writings to be actianabk, I 
suspect the patron of thieves is at least as much obnoxiousy {njf more 
so,) to a prcaccution on that score as myself^ though I would not be 
fond of prosecuting to £ne Qr judgment this son of Jupiter 9iid mes- 
senger of the ^ods, Hill, more certain, than I yet am, thiat Court 
favour might not go groat lengths, in such a suit, to screen their own 
po&tboy. In sober sadness he bad a limited right to publish his £emp 
though the papers communicated might not ultimatdy expose him 
to censure, vvithc it the smallest plea for deciding, " ex cathedrm^ 
so magisterially as he did against them. The consequence baa been, 
that I was driven from my home to find a press in Glasgow, not so 
much alarmed as the priiiters in Edinburgh became, after seeing 
the Mercury so fearfully froz-ifu, as to fall even below Zeix^ no 
doubt, at the frigid touch of some judicial Torpedo* Be this 
as it may, I have been most cruelly exposed to much domestic afflic- 
tion and inconvciiiency, to say nothing of a menaced visit from cer" 
tain cognoscentiy unless I threw my papers into the fire, and resolved 
to lead the life of a cool, contented c//, even should the tnagitirates 
of the town consign me to the CuUi/ Stool f* as the amende honorable^ 
so justly due to their iiisulted dignity, for my daring to talk, write,. 
print, think, hint, publish, or even dream any thing of Reform. The 
issue of one cause in the Supreme Court has proved altogether so un- 
propitious, that I am not fond of trustin j a second on such precarious 
grounds, as a poor loyalist merely chiming protection there against 
the scandalum magnatuniffatna clamosa or mala Jama y of a royalist ^ 
however high my opinion mny be of the equity, justice, and final 
decision of so pure a model of justiciary. That welcome boon, which 



• Alias, the seat of repentance for illegitimate offspring, in the Kirk of Scot- 
land, when people go there without saying the grace, or asking a blessing for 
such a freedom : but as 1 solemnly protest against one and all of the Heathen 
(mkIs for branding this brat of mine as a bastard, I appeal to the General As* 
veiubly, for a writ of legitimacy, in favour of my natural right as a fr^man. 
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came many years ago piping hot from Paria, the grajid nursery of j;i- 
dicial astrology, and many other tiubUinc sciences, all of them, no 
doubt, highly fivourable to the rights and liberties of the people in 
Scotland, who, in many a Solomon's estimation, are tiie happiest, if 
not the freest nation under the sun, moon, orstars. Tliia opportune 
idea very naturally leads them to despise the privilege of jury trial in 
civil caiues, as much more becoming tiie sagacily of their leTJiimate 
shepherda, than a mere silly flock of slicep, who might ignorantly, 
in this or other matters, become the dupes of any leader. To such 
an interesting theme we may advert before the conclusion of this 
work, as I also have a pending auit, still dangling for the last three or 
four years over my shoulders, though the expence already be more 
than the sum in dcrbate. Being an action relative to a forgery upon 
me as a banker, 1 for one would prefer a common-sense imy of 
my countrymen and peers to all the learned judges or lords in the 
land, because I shall run less risk of the former sober folks for- 
gettting their A, B, C, which is too grovelling a study for erudite 
senators, and I might suffer, as I have already done, from their total 
contempt of elementary jurisprudence, as that stage of ike science 
which is far beneath their notice. In the former instance, my judge 
only transposed C and D to make the party mallet drive the nail 
into the right head in his eatimation, because it was on the wrong 
side of pohtice, and I bear the blemish to this day, which, however 
fatni to my fame, has not yet bereaved me of life, for here am I ail 
ahve, and singing lustily out a5;ainst * Jc6tiiirgh justice, that some 
good soul or other may still whitewash my characti:rby a revision, 



tlie esse afterwards, tbuugli not quilc so bad as £diliburgll cijuit}-. wliidi implies 
the lucking up C instead of D and h, which tno last will certainly be found, by 
evi rj impartjal mind, which examine* this work, niucti more licsKrving of Ihis 
vcrj honourable Garter than the culprit C, willi all ihe erosscs, be can csliiUt 
.in the course of the decennary orrfeui in tlie place of his nativity, to nhitli, as ■ 
pglitical sinner, he has been subjccud. 



88 

if not, a reversal of the damning sentence fully elncidated lo ptgc* 
88 to 52 inclusive. As it is infinitely safer to prevent ey& thao to 
cure them, more particularly, when the pending mischief n^^lit be 
to seriousy as to suspend me, the Forget plaintiff C> inateid oE the 
Forger culprit £> hy the neck, till dead, dead, hy the same mJgtakCf 
which I have so often deprecated^ viz. that of a worthy Lord of 
Session only substituting, some years ago, one letter foi^ another in 
his equitable verdict of guilty. Not a man on the face of the cuth 
is able to demonstrate that C was the sinner, instead of Dp on whom 
alone, in reason, truth, equity, law, and justice, the vengeance of the 
court should have fallen, but never upon an inno<;ent Christian like 
me. Now if 1 happen to be hanged again in chains, throof^ any 
abecedarean error in judgment, that the truth at the close of my {or* 
gery suit, may be known, a priori, to all men, I wish, while I am now 
here able, thus to state my own precognition, as n6 such tale can ever 
be told by me, a posteriori, when dead and gone, unless j£olu8 makes 
a whistle or harp of my bottom to play a' funeral symphony or dirge 
in such sounds as these — 

" I am no vowel, that is very true, 

** So far may I be safe, as well as U; 

** How C comes here, each passing breeze iqusttelt 

" Jack Ketch mistook him for the letter i." . 

I'he reader may laugh, if he pleases, at this comedy of errors, while 
I assure him it has been no force to me, but should the pto begin to 
terminate in the tragedy above depicted, care shall be taken to 
furnish the public, in due season, with a true dramatis penonig 
that the whole posse commitatusy in both causes, from the judge to 
the juggler, may dangle down the stream of time, in social chains 
together, that no one may hereafter have reason to exclaim in suri 
prise- 
Defend us ! what a spectacle is there ? 
Not one good friend ' for here hang several pair, 
Nay, with the flock, the devil's own, judgt» — fair! 
And now distinguish, — if your noddle can, 
The pigeon, hawk, and eagle— from the swan. 
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In criminal trials both the Jury and Judge often expren thei^ 
surprise, that the terror of the Law, and the certainty almost 
of an ignomiitious Heath, do not deter the tarelches, who come 
before them, from committing such atrocities, as subject them to 
condemnation here, and a more terribie jiulgmeiil hereafter. May 
net the martyrs to freedom and reform in every age, who are some- 
timea arraigned at a very fallible bar, with no small share of justice, 
often turn the tables on the bench and assize, in this manner. You 
certainly have been able to procure a verdict against us, bif secret 
xaat/s and means, which in our unhappy situation, it would be need- 
less to explain, though from a consciousness of perfect inaocence, 
we might have a right to express our indignant astonishment, that 
you have not heard with effect, the warning voice, which speaks 
intelligibly enough from the page of History, and here at least, 
s\ioM thunder terrors to the guilt t/ breast, whether of the culprit, 
of his Judge, Jury, or accusers, leaving the ^er^ responsiMliti/ of 
the last day out of the question entirely. We leam from historians 
of undoubted verncity, both in our own and other countries, how 
iniquitous Judges, have occasionally been Jlayed alive, and their exe- 
crable hides absolutely taken to cover the judgment-seat, in order 
to remind their successors oftliisjitndamenlal truth, that of all the 
abominable monslert, whose vile carcases pollute the air of heaven^ 
a corrupt and perjured Judge is the most detestable, in the sight 
and estimation of God and man. The very name of a Jeffreys 
rouses every feeling of interminable revenge to such a phrenzicd pitch, 
that our nature under such corrosive impressions partakes more of 
the cannibal ihan the Christian. — So much for unconscionable 
Judges. Now for Juriesforsviom: They, if possible, are still more 
diabolical than their deceivers, and have luckily for mankind, met 
with their deserts also in the annals of Great Britain, where the 
names of the infernal scoundrels, who sacrificed honest and innocent 
fellow subjects in former days, lo the mil of a despot on the throne, 
or a hell-hound tyrant on the tribunal of justice, are strung up in 
terrorem for ever. The in/amy of such miscreants, atioks in every 
M 
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slender endowments that he had so wantonly attacked. Having 
been driven from my native town, to obviate interruptions thrown 
in the way by delays or interception even of my communications 
with the free Press of Glasgow, where I now mean to re- 
side till the Pamphlet be fairly publis^d; it is out of my pow- 
er to say what steps my friend Captain Johnston, may take 
to vindicate his own good name, most unjustly defamed by an ano- 
nymous writer, in the most obscure print of the City. That he 
can repel the foul charges brought against him, like a man of ho- 
nour, spirit, and parts, there can be no doubt, provided he be able 
to prevail on one single paper to insert his defence, without paying 
for it as a regular advertisement; which has been invariably the 
mode adopted by the Edinburgh publications, in all their dealings, 
with the persecuted Reformers, while in Glasgow they have met 
with, and I trust merited, more liberal treatment in every respect. 
People's minds must indeed be stultified to an incredible degree, if 
they do not remark how many columns of News, were gratuitous- 
ly given about Bridges, Court-houses, Jails, Gibbets, Jubilees, Ma- 
gisterial speechifications. Fulsome Panygerics, and reciprocal But* 
ieringSf Donations of Silver Cups, and Gold Snuff-Boxes, to say 
nothing of Grand Festivals and other social whimsies of the day, 
much about the period that half a dozen of lines, in an obscure cor- 
ner of the same print, were sacrificed with a grudge, to Major 
CartwrigJit's more disinterested, manly and rational pursuits. 
The French were a dancing, fiddling, singing, volatile, frivolous, 
thoXightless people, wbile most enslaved, and we are, in this instance, 
apparently running a dissipated race with them, lest they arrive at the 
neplus ultra of national decline and degradation before us. Had the 
money to be squandered in one week, for threshingthe air with vari- 
ous instruments, or squeezing it through natural and artificial pipes, 
been collected for those brave fellows, who for years have been 
buffetting another element in our defence, and firing some thing more 
sterling than air guns, the misapplication of talents, time, labour, and 
money, would not have appeared so invidious, nor would.it have van- 
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iahed (o much like the baseless fabric of a vision, without leaving a sin* 
gle wreck behind, or perhaps one generous sentiment becoming a free 
and manly people. They who certainly know how and when to che- 
rish all the arts and sciences of social life, should liave wiEdoni enough 
to prefer the common charities of gratitude and unsophisticated liu- 
man nature, in critical times Lke the present, when national Fn^edom 
seems sinking with prosperity among the rude billows of universal 
dissipation, jubilees, feast^, fetes, dependence, venality, avarice, 
and all the dangerous quicksands which surround tlie tottering 
bulwarks of a state, upsetling with the mere topsail stress of its 
own glory, like the ship which will not answer her helm, or tljat 
carries more sail tlian ballast, and founders accordingly. 

The Correapondeiil tells the Reformers of the awful responsibi- 
lity they incur, by collecting peaceable citizens together, for the 
purpose of Prayer and Petition to Parliament, and it is possible 
enough, he would have charged them with murder, had a loose stone 
in the roof of the Cockpit, fallen by chance on the head of some 
official Judas there. Has he dared to give any such hint, to the 
honourable and royal patrons of the overflowing Musical Festival. 
Nay should any cross accident whatever occur, to endanger or des- 
troy the limbs and lives of the lieges assembled there, would he ven- 
ture to morahze on the catastrophe, as he would valiantly do, 
were any similar calamity to afflict a meeting of Reformers? 

A careful retrospection to page ^5, must convince every rational 
observer, that the Correspondent has not really proved so sterile, 
when in contact, with a skilful jlccoacheiir, as the Public, at Iter 
jirst outcry, perhaps imagined, since by the approaching Episode, 
it will be incontestibly proved, that his Printer's Devil, by proxy at 
least, produced a foil grown, fat, sleek, well fed mouse, which had 
some liow or other crept into the Slate Plant Tart, and at the very 
jint throw of the printing machine, out pops master mousie, to the 
great astonishment of the pressman, who involuntarily exclaimed-^ 
Run, Doctor Faustus! bring your bag, I pray, - 

Let out your cats, give piea at hut fair play, C 

Else every rat and mouse must foully get away, J 
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tnVe xioorks which cover the roof my house, are for their various ten* 
ants. 

Their warbling throats, and the melodious notes of my nightin- 
gales, to the tune of whose song, in the morning my beard was ge- 
nerally shaven, afforded me that successive enjoyment, unknown even 
to principalities and powers below, which not only in part compensat- 
ed me for the improvident expence that I had rashly incurred, but so 
far kept my tongue and pen away from the penalties that commonly 
pursue a polUical Jree thinker^ or loquacious Reformer, in so very 
discreet a city as Edinburgh. 

To my partiality for breeding birds, was superadded a species of 
domicultural penchant^ which allowed me to pull scores of apples, 
from my bed-room windows, and soon gave my mansion more the 
air and appearance of a grotesque bowerf or the hanging gardens of 
Babylon, than the sombre domidl of a sldn-JUtit Banker: A new 
sight, certainly in this prudent place, and consequently the standing 
theme of violent condemnation, malignant censure, or qualified ap- 
plause, according to people's diversified notions of rural taste, civic 
enjoyment, needless profusion, and economical expenditure. Few 
people could well conceive the real motive for so much apparent 
Jret voorh^ madness^ or foUy^ in a persevering effort to soothe a bro- 
ken heart and heal a 'wounded spirit^ by the very expensive project of 
realizing rus in urhe^ lest I might be worse employed, than even 
teaching my poor Starlings to sing out Subornation and Seventy 
PoundSf not having reached that length as a captive myself. 

Though my whim gave employment to numerous tradesmen, af- 
forded much innocent gratification to myself, and Hkewise preserv- 
' ed me from the political vagaries of an active mind, it exposed me 
successively to many severe mortifications, painful remonstrances, 
bitter reflections, and a number of stale sarcasms and gibes, such as 
getting Caget/ in my old age, living in * Burdy Houses, being like 
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* This is a common expression for a place of captivittf, trial and condtmna" 
Hon in Scotland, perhaps a species ofpurgatofy, though I fancy its etymology 
IS more connected with thd French word perdu, than bird, and from my being 
one of the Enfant perdus in my native place, the name was perfectly appropi* 
ate» 
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the fool wko though brayed in a mortar, would nerer learn wisdom, 
or a bdag who was too wise in his own conceit, to be aoy thing 
but a blodchead or a madman aa long as he Uved. 

Id short my faie eeems to be always out of the frying pan into 
the fire, for 1 could please no onC) and even it was often told me, 
that those very good friends, who affected to be delighted with the 
whole shew, took the first opportunity afterwards to ridicule my 
taste, and condemn me in the severest terms, to enecr at my unbounded 
expcnee, for a mere tuAigmcieerjc, that every body laughed at, as 
well as at its projector, who could find no other mode of becoming 
notorious among i\\e grave citizens and Royalists of Edinburgh: In 
general they have now a mortal dislike to Independent Whigs, or 
WhiggamooTS of every description, though these were once termed 
the valiant defenders of liberty and property in Britain. The prin. 
tiples which regulated every measure at the Glorious Revolution, 
which seated the reigning family on the Throne, are now becoming 
so obsolete, that it is no wotider a bumble disciple of such doctrines 
should prove equally obnosious, and suffer even far his most inno- 
cent whimsies. 

From this queer state of severe sufFcriugs and anxiety, I was 
last year roused by repeated visits from several of the Union 
Canal projectors, who earnestly invited me to take some inter- 
est in, and management of that most useful enterprise, and al- 
though their importunities were resisted for a while, 1, in an 
evil hour, broke again loose from my sequestered moorings, to 
be tossed to and fro on the heaving boaom of a once hopeful, 
but at present a hopeless Canal; unless the Phmiix now proudly 
rismg from the ashes of the Union, may be, by a figurative licente 
of speech, treated as a species of Cuckoo, with a more promising off- 
spring, these having been long ago deposited, coii amore, in a well- 
feathered nest, by the mighty fowls of Gotham, and all iheir full fled- 
ged proxies, who foully wriggled out every golden egg of the Union 
■ covey, to make room for the ova Mnjora aiiseris, now hatching as 
regal swans or imperial eagles, of the most gigantic size, on the 
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Marjoram banks qf Edea's purest stream. Though it would 
Be absurd to load this pamphlet with all the voluminous corree- 
poudeace, which occurred last year, it may nevertheless be ne- 
cessary to reprint a few of the leading features and documents 
of the Union Canal's rise, progress and fall, connected atf 
these are with the persecution I then underwent, as a fire brand 
among wUer xvorks too mischievous for longer existence within a 
cool collection of decent, discreet men, like the Royal Merchant 
Ck)mpaBy of Edinburgh, and as a suspected traitor to my king 
and country. 

For the good of the community, I feel still inclined either to 
perch an Indian * parrot on each shoulder, or to fix one canal or 
other round the Magistrates' necks, as a kind of millstone, much more 
impressive and monitory, than the gold chains they wear, pr§ 
bono pMicOf and consequently much more likely to remind 
them of their precious pledge, on that score- alone, to the citizens of 
Edinburgh, who had at the time raised' the whole fund requisite 
for one subsidiary Canal at least, but were harshly driven out of 
Parliament, with their tail between their legs as Jacobins and Le* 
vellers, to make room for a very Bob Major^ in that way, which like 
Aaron's rod, swallowed thus the other reptile in its mighty raaw, till 

gorged— 

From sea to sea, Uie hydra huge reclines, 
On sione^ limei slate» mose» clay and latent mines, 
Of richer ores, than ever grac'd Peru, 
'* Credat Judans ApeU(u'^ — So will you, 



* The faithful in Asia, firmly believe in the existence and office of the two 
Inquisitorial angels Moo-akir zsA NvJceer, who perch oti the shoulders of every 
Mwisulmatis corpse, as religious and moral Catechists, before the suspended 
soul can receive a passport to the celestial abodes of the blessed. A good talk- 
ative Cockatoo would not be a bad scheme even in this world, at each ear of those 
Rulers, who are apt to forget their former promises, because such sapient mo- 
nitors, would alternately give a severe bite, should these organs of hearing re- 
main long deaf to its reiterated cries of Ca-Ca-Ca-nal| or Co-Co*Co-ab. 
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For now the reptile'i catt ikin drap alan^ 

Like wounileil raUlC'Uiake's Bmung the llirong, 

With altxandnne nolcM, to croan Ihcir Shw uarm't !Ht 

Soe Dt bis Utl a blaiing Cumet I'ae', 

His botlom, * pUTOt, rountainB tvo hia Fycs. 

Tbat line wbich no dire ihchAu] keeps dowa, 

No!— all her huh U f PUyftif '» just appeal. 
Will give iheir Tundi Tor the greal catnmun weal, 
To help old Fonli to wed hu >i>wr Clyde, 
When fairly joined by Fathers Time and Tide. 
Tbc knot is tied, — we Mund ibc cheering blast, 
Auld Reekie unokcsher Grand Canal at last, 
AndabtUii) ^ile of Dukei and DeriUi bold it fiat 



The object of the propoBed five feet Union Canal, {besidcB liic 
advantages to Edinburgh and the intermediate country,) 
regards both Leith and its trade, is to give facility, regu- 



■ Rennie'slinr runa over bedt of iliu fipeciea of cual «> remarkable for its 
luminous crepitation, thu It is sometimes termed the candle coal, though I 
conceive it deu^rves a more complex appeUation than either rnrrot or CaniUe. 
I am not certain if the name Parrot hai bcrn Uken from the pralilhig of that 
loquacious biped, as descriptive of tliis mineral, Iboujjh it his a better title lu 
fulminating, meteoric coal, producing continued peals of cracks, ti'itb a flami^ 
like lightning, and occasioiul puiTs nf wind, thougli seldom so blue, as onu 
might eipccl IVom sucti a black jubilance, and in sucb s pUce. 

f This does not allude to the learned and Hurthy ProfeiiFor of that name, 
but to a Gentleman who long ago proposed to Cavemment a Grand Canal 
that would have jirovod infinitely more useful tbao the Caledonian Canal, which 
Has at that time preferred to Mr. Frazer's, who has published a very interest- 
ing work on the subject, tluit I wouU strongly recommend to llie attention of 
all my readers. This able and intelligent GentJenian, is raising Hibscnpliun^ 
ibr his original plan, modlUed by eiinting drcumstancei, and as his operaiioiu 
will probably be cmancip.ilef I from ihi- night-mnre load uf a heavy cor|)uration on 
hi; breast, I tru^ that one and all ol the UnJun &ub<icn1>ers will support Mr. Fra- 
ter, if on an impartial elimination, bis lino and measiu'ts suuid ihe tc^t, to which 
every honest man >rill like him cheerfully submit. 
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laritr and cheapness, to the conveyance of goods between 'UAh 
and Glasgow, in place of the present expensive system of land-cari 
. This object will be obtained by the establishnoent of regular 

passage-boats for goods, by which any greater or saiaUer quantity 
Biav be carried through the whole distance between Leith and Glas- 
gow, in ixvelve hours. 

Carrying the Canal to Leith by Locks, whether of the depth of 
five or eight feet, has the insuperable objection, in point of enor- 
mous expense prematurely incurred; and the lands through which 
it would require to be made are such, as, it is supposed, no Act of 
Parliament could be obtained to enable a Canal to be cut through 
them. The detention of the vessels also, in passing through 
twenty or thirty Locksy would be so great, that operative carting in 
the usual way would be much preferable. Besides, it is well knowp, 
that after a vessel does arrive at Leith with a general cargo, the goods 
must be carted from it to the different trading vessels and ware- 
houses; a process of loading and unloading, which alone forms the 
worst part of land-carriage. 

Port Dundas forms the nearest point of approach, from the 
Monkland and Great Canal to Glasgow, which on an average is 
nearly a distance ef two miles. This has continued for twenty years, 
and although this intercourse by mediterranean water, with the 
second commercial town in Britain be astonishingly great, from the 
East, still the intelligent merchants of that flourishing and populous 
city, have never once seriously thought of any such preposterous pro- 
ject, as locking these Canals down to the town. They very justly 
observe, that if goods are to be carted at all, the merely goingone mile 
farther is of no moment, and no human ingenuity could conduct a 
canal to every citizen's door, in towns like either Edinburgh or 
Glasgow; and though the number of locks between Port Dundas and 
the centre of Glasgow, would not be one half of those required be 
twccn Leith and Edinburgh, they would never be mad enough to 
incur so absurd an expense. To put the alternative choice of cart- 
age, and a passage by water and lockage beyond the shadow of t 
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^ubtf )D any rational mind, I need hardly mentioa, that Baltic and 
etiifr Eastern Ctirgors are daily unloaded at Port Dundas, thence 
carted to Glasgow, instead of the loaded vessets following the CanaL 
downhill track, through locks to the Clyde, and thence back again 
by the river to the town, though wind and tide might often favour 
their return. 

From what has been «aid it is CTidenl, that the connexion be- 
t«p«ea the Union Canal and Leith will be carried on at a much 
cheaper rate, and in a more eligible manner, by means of a rail-road, 
which may be made either for waggons or for common carte, and 
can be laid along the south edge of Prince's Street, and down the 
edge of Leith Walk, at little cost, without requiring an Act of 
Parhamcnt, and without the expense of purchasing land. Thia 
would, besides, be of infinite advantage to Leiih and Edinburgh, 
from the opportunity which it would afford, of conveying every de. 
Bcription of land-carriage and goods, occasioning also a considerable 
taving in the expense of maintaining the present road ; while coalt 
and goods would be shipped as cheaply and expeditiously at Leith, 
from the proposed basin at Main-Point, as if the Canal were car- 
ried down to Leith by Locks. If, however, from any unforeKen 
occurrence, it should ever be thought expedient to extend the 
Union Canal to Leith, nothing is now proposed to be done which 
«an prevent an Act of Parliament from being obtained for carrying 
a Jive Jeet Caml there; one of eight ieet, or any intermediate size, 
being, from the insuperable objections before stated, entirely out of 
the question *. 

The attentive reader will by this time readily allow, that an im- 



* Should the Magismtes be^induced to withdrav oppositjon tram the Union 
Bill when before PirlianieDl, a pRKpedive dausc migbl still be introduced 
10 facitilate the eitensioa of the Unioa Caul to tbo port of LeiUi, on fair and 
Uberal principles for all parties concerned in such an eilraonlinaiy lUFuiire, 
irbenevtT it sboU be found expedient and practic^ibk' lo to do, for tbe guiiend 
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partial examination of all tbe arguments in various publications^ fdr 
and against the Union Canal, clearly proves, that its promising 
execution alone, has ever seriously alarmed many very sympathetic 
coal -masters. They never will hesitate to sound the joyful horn in 
any wild-goose chase after coals among the Highland moors, while 
with their staunch hounds all at bay, they will pull up with in- 
stinctive horror and antipathy at fair truth's approach, like a ma- 
jestic swan, in a similar pursuit on the Lowlands adjacent, which 
fl^ems at last on the wing with glad tidings of hope to the shivering 
poor, but with sad forebodings of despair at the reduced prices of 
coals to their undermining oppressors. 

It will also be evident, that the past;^ and present conduct of such 
second* sighted sportsmen respecting their own immediate game on 
Canals, Incontestibly demonstrates, that every line, but Mr. "Baird's, 
«till presents to their keen eyes only the " two hopeless birds in a 
bush;" while the Union Canal, on the contrary assumes the ominous 
posture of ^* one in hand,*' which, if it had not immediately been 
suspended, in terrorem^ by the bill for its rival, would have long 
Ago, lowered on the prospect of their coal monopoly for ever. 

Since neither the coal-masters nor their partizans appear to pa« 
tronize the. Union Canal's immediate commencement, the public 
may, notwithstanding the recent defeat in Parliament, safely keep 
the field in its favour, without the hazard of latet anguis in herba 
from their hostility, whatever fears might naturally have been excit- 
ed by their friendsliip or even silence on such grounds. Every re- 
flecting mind will tliere fore naturally deem any practicable plan, alone 
worthy of recommendation, countenance, and support, in preference to 
every other, on which coal monopolists, or their deluded friends, 
may confer the meed of tacit or avowed approbation, as a mere atalk' 
ing'horse for concealing the sinister blow thus aimed at the me- 
tropotis of Scotland ; whence, as a trusty Trojan, I may still pro- 
phetically exclaim, as I did last year,— 

" Aut aliquis latet error, equo ne credite Teucri; 
** Quldquid id est, timcp danaos et dona ferentes*** 



Accept this Tersioo of my Latin distidi, 
As poraphraiie, blown out witb ^Htqustick, 

Put not your trust iu iirincci ", honest men ! 
Is an old niaiim of the lav, ye ten! 
Then hear me! never take a *rB**» atory, 
Or mamnial/i tale from any quiidng Tory. 
£ach will like memwids, and some naler Joltej, 

The more tiiat the comparative merita of the Union Canitl are dis- 
cussed, its ultimate adoption will more evidently serm one of those 
grand national undertakings, which will speedily improve this part 
of the country, in arts, manufactures, agritulliirp, commerce, 
and all the comforts of sociallife, whicii the poor of the land have a 
right to enjoy in a proportionate degree with the wealthy and rich, 
because the wants of the former, and the higher etijoyments of the 
latter, are so essentially blended together, that they must have 
forcibly struck the poet's prospective eye to " a warm fire-side," in 
hiaautimnal exclamation :— 

" AU IB the giftof industrj; — whate'er 
" Eialta, embellishes, and renders life 
" DelightfuL Pensive Winter, cheer'd by him, 



" — Kor could we thus caU every friend around." 

One argument which was deemed unanswerable, when urged 
against the Union Canal, applies with double force, if it ever had 
ant) to the projected Rival Canal, because it will communicate with 
the Monkland cut, much^ninferin proportion to t/iat Canal, than 
the Union was to the old Forth and Clyde communication. The fact 



• As the Mat/or of Belfast is styled the Soiia 
< tropolitan beads should not be kings, or princes 
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is here, as in other contests, between Light and Darkness^ the 
devils know the truth and tremble, though they can pretend to quote 
lies in their own favour, even from Holy Writ. Another obvioua 
consequence on the proposed rival line must strike every thinking 
being, that wherever it approximates Glasgow, the coals, and every 
thing else, must first go to gorge the markets there, before they can 
find a more distant retrograde channel to Edinburgh, whereas by the 
projected north ramification, if hereafter necessary^ from the Union 
towards Stirling, ho such result can ever follow. I shall, in page 
lOS, wind up my desultory remarks here by a quotation 
from an able defence of the Union Canal, printed at Glasgow^ 
because, not one Press in Edinburgh, durst take such an ExposS of 
magisterial misconduct in hand, though, it is universally admitted by 
every body, that we Britons enjoy much more national gfory, honour^, 
happiness, piety , comfort, ztA freedom, even than Brother Jonathan^, 
with all his Common Sense declamation to the contrary. In short,, 
we are all well fied, warmly clothed, comfortably lodged,, safely pro. 
tected, look ruddy about the gills, pipe and sing hke larks or grastr- 
lioppers, what the devil then would Reformers be at ? Were we oxen* 
sheep, nightingales, or pig^ns, the foregoing blessings must prove the 
siwmmuM bonum of our brutal voatfis or appetites, white the very 
spark of divinity within us, which alvirays flies upwards to heaven, 
clearly demonstrates a mental craving for perfect but rational free- 
dom in this world, or eternal bliss in die next, which no 
logician can possibly confound with mere animal propensities, 
without reducing man, the noblest of God's works, to a le» 
vel with the beasts of the field. We have no reason to sup. 
pose, that the humble palfrey on which Balaam was trotting^ 
away to sell his own soul, to that devil of a prince Balah, had been- 
worse treated, on the score of mer^ meat and drink, than any of hio 
brother Jack-asses or mules of the prophet's country ; yet, mirabKe 
dictui did not the poor brute become, all at once, aa orator in his 
own defence, from the cruel usage of his unreasonable, because 
venal mlister. Yes, the very ass perceived and felt the consequence of 
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•o imbolylan expfdition, nay, complained bitlerly.Iike a rational being, 
of his hard fate, when he saw and brayed aloud, that a Divine Spirit 
had opened the poor creature's eyes and untied its dumb tongue, to 
warn the Prophet of God from the heinouB sin of selling his chosen 
people for the wages of corruption. Cuddy was, in fact, a sort of 
Reformer of his blind lord, and met with buffeting and blows for his 
officious braying, until the awakened sinner perceived, that good 
cheer alone is not the only want of an aspiring soul, after kind 
treatment and righteous dealings between man and man, if not also 
between a Don Quixote and his old Rostnante. Every other science 
has been making rapid Btrides towards all possible improvenient, 
and shall the noble art of political economy and government alone 
stand still, that the rational flocks of every country and clime may 
for ever remain dumb before their unreasonable shearers ; nay, that 
they must learn even not to open their mouths at the sight of a 
patent knife presented either at their skin or throats. 

The consternation and alarm among all the Printers, and their 
patriotic patrons in Edinburgh, on the appearance of Major Cart- 
wright and myself as Radical Reformers, among so pure and pious 
a people, could only be equalled by a similar agitation, attending a 
recent occurrence, and which iias^uo caused no small sensation and 
uneasiness among certain Believers in Glasgow. 

An elderly Gentleman aome weeks ago was accompanied by a 
favourite monkey, on board one of the beautiful Steam boats, which 
are the gtory and pride of that prosperous Town. Mr. Pug hav. 
ing something of the inquisitive spirit about him, though only a 
poor soul-less body, had, it seems, gone down below to examine 
minutely all the grand machinery and state wheels in the veasel, 
■where the Jackanapes was so rivctted by the wonder working 
organization of the whole, that he entirely forgot his master on deck, 
and in short, at his departure for the shore, the impertinent ape was 
»* non est invenlKS." He continued concealed in tlie hull of the 
boat till next day, when a Glasgow Printer, a passenger, happened t» 
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disturb this Orang Outang in his mechanical devotionsi and fright* 
tened him by an unexpected visit to that quarter^ out at the win- 
dow. Mr. Printer not aware of any such harlequin fellow passen- 
ger being so near him, started back in terror, that one of his own 
little Devils from the press, who attended him on the journey, had 
taken a lover's leap into the rapid Clyde, till he perceived the long 
tail at the petit maitre's back, which at once allayed his fears, being, 
certain that all his apprentices, including the one with himself^ 
were bihker cuts, or round crops. On farthet* investigation, the lost 
baboon was caught and consigned, pro tempore^ to the care of an 
honest tradesman, whose workshop happens to range with the Uni- 
tarian Chapel, and during divine service, the little African, attracted 
by the harmony of sweet sounds ^rom an organ and musical voices, 
so near him, broke loose from his chain, and posted away to the house 
of Gody without ever looking once behind-^ 

Music hath charms to soothe the savage breas^ 
To soften rocks, and bend the knotted oak, 
We read that things inanimate have moved. 
And as with living souls have been informed 
By magic numbers, and persuasive sounds. 

Having produced such inspired authority for the probability of 
the narrative, and being moreover able to confirm it by a cloud of 
hving witnesses, 1 shall proceed as follows : 

* Master Jacky contrived to mount on the very pinnacle of the 
temple, where he soon reached the glazed cupola, and looked down 
among the melodious congregation, with such a complacent ineffable 
grin, that in any other face but a monkey's, it would have passed for 
the celestial smile of a Genius or a Seraph. Anxious for admission a- 
mong so amiable a society of peaceable Christians, our shaggy pro. 
bationer began to knock rapidly at the convex door, in the expecta- 
tion, no doubt, that the brethren within would cheerfully open it to 
so importunate a proselyte. Neither Peter nor Paul appearing to act 
as janitor on this critical occasiop, the little irritated devil began X% 
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scratch the glass with hie four Icrt, anii make dreadful' faces at the de- 
voteeB, who, by this time, were gazing upwards in the utmost alarm 
and amaze, having no idea of sach a visilant from the clouds, and won- 
dering, no doubt, how the Imle impatient gentleman got on the roof 
of their Chapel. — Some of the flock, perhaps, began to siispr-ct there 
might be much truth in the common saying, " the nearer the diiirch 
the farther from God," particularly whenl hey descried a ewa^gering 
appendage at Pug's nether end. Thisporienlous sight acted likea 
thunder clap, a flaeb of lightning, the sudden appearance of a ghost 
or a fallen angel, on most of the assembly, many of whom. It is said, 
took to their heeU, and have ever since, been studyiny the Bible, on 
the reality of the Lion's exiGtencc, " who roameCh abroad, leekiDg 
whom he can find to destroy." 

The httle hero of this religious expedition, and its salutary con- 
seqUL'nces on tiie opinions of those whom he so very unexpectedly 
disturbed, having broke loose a fleconcj time, on the following Sun- 
day, again attracted by the harmonious aound of voices and organ, 
has been since his religious adventures, doubly chained to a wooden 
post by brass fetters, every whit as secure as the shacklcB which have 
lately been forged for another aspiring soul, the fallen Napoleon, 
by those very hands, to some of whom be had , as a generous con- 
queror, returned their respective Crowns. Tiie present keepers of 
the Moii/c with the rueful countenance, cannot I presums be yet 
charged with any such ingratitude, though I make no. doubt if 
this lay brother, were properly exhibited as a masonic amaieur in 
music, at the Grand Harmonic Festival in Edinburgh, he might 
create a great number of Crownii for hia prudent masters, without 
their running the smallest rifik of a prosecution, for disturbing the 
devotional duties of the musical citizens, during the esisting Carni- 
val week of that bravura throng.— But to resume our subject: 

" On the «-h(j!i.', it appears to be evident, that the rejection of 
the Union Canal, (for the making of which all the expence 
has been long ag9 subscribed,) and the sohcliing of Subscriptions 
for executing a Line so much higher, so much n 
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loogrer^ so much worse in every respect* and yet so enormously more 
cxpensivey may indeed gratify the views of those, who» from private 
interest and connection, or spleen, have heen always openly, or 
secretly hostile to the estahhshment of any effective Canal to Edin- 
burgh, and may also serve the partial interests of others, hut must 
be extremely prejudicial to the Public, by preventing the establish- 
ment of the most perfect Inland Navigation, that can ever be made 
betwixt Edinburgh and the West Country, and Glasgow." 

** There can be no doubt, if this preposterous scheme of a lAat 
of Canal, parallel to the Forth and Clyde Navigation, but on a 
higher level and OKore circuitous route, should ever be attempted, 
the money raised will be a total loss to the Subscribers ; the fund, 
wi}l be exhausted before half the Line be completed, and the work 
like certain others, will remain in an unfinished state, as a beacon 
to the undertakers of similar projects/' 

Although the community have already been kept two years 
longer, from the sight of any Qinal's commencement, by the o£E- 
cious interference of their Nisi Dominus frustra — cudodi» mma" 
tium^ than otherwise would have happened, nil desperandt^mf ^hould, 
nevertheless, be the rallying mo^/o of the insulted and traduced UnUm 
subscribers^ as that canaille, qui nil potest sperare^ desperet mkil^ 
and I shall in spite of all past or future opposition, persevere till 
^nis coronat opus, whatever that may be. 

•'^**facilis descensus avemi.' 
** Noctes atque dtespatet atrijanua ditis. * 
" Sed revocare gradum, superasgue evadere ad auras, 
" Hoe opus, hie labor est" yi&gil. 

No impartial man who has attended to the origin, progress, and 
impending results of the existing contest between the whole popula- 
tion of Edinburgh, with its territorial dependencies, and the Mid- 
Lothian coal-masters, but must make every allowance for the irri- 
table feelings of the Subscribers to the Union Canal, as iadividDals 
or an associated body. The coal-masters' Advocate, and his worthy 
accomplice Mentor, have not hesitated, along with their menaca^ 



ra3-roadSi to rail and rave against the (projected Canal as a mere 
bobble or Air-bank( and, instead of being a "praeltcable Nortli 
land undertak.ing, it has been most scandalously denounced as a 
nefarious South Sea scheme to cheat the pubUc, or ruin its sup- 
porters. In short, they have been branded witb the epithets of 
vile lottery puffers, zealots, madmen, drivellers, impostors, credu- 
lous fbola, headstrong, impatient extortioners, sturdy beggars, 
imprudent incendiaries^ demagogues; and last, not least, as a pack 
of graceless plebeians, with hardly one honourable or right honour- 
able man among them. The engineer has come in for his full share 
of the abuse, as a mere coal-taclwman, whose name never had ei- 
tended beyond the sphere of his own eoal-worka: he has been stig- 
maciied as an empiric or quack in his profession, and as a juggler 
in his calculations; nothing in fact has been left undone, to sink Mr. 
Baird as low as possible in public estimation, and to raise on his 
devoted ruins a lofty monument to the defunct plans of Mr. Rennie, 
from which a griffin is conjured up again to amuse the good people 
of Edinburgh for some years longer, at the expense of the city funds, 
Mr, Baird, and all his employers. 

The persecuted Union Canal itself has been denounced as an exe- 
crable object, visionary, and worae than useless, utterly ruinous in 
its effects on the country in general, and the Subscribers in particu- 
lar; in a word, as a huge hydra-headed serpent, or dangerous, mad 
water-dog, let loose by a few maniacs, ta bite or burn the linger* 
of every loyal reflecting subject in this deluded land, who has helped 
most preposterously to raise already the enormous sum of je300,000 
in its favour. 

Now, good reader, can any one wonder, that such a pelting 
shower of abuse on the head of the proposed Canal, and its friends, 
should terminate with reverberated peals of thunder, and a Yolley of 
warm bolts, pointed at the seat of honour in their opponents, pend- 
ing tlie paper.war which they first declared by a firebrand from tiie 
pVss, and seem still determined to wage with redoubled fury to the 
contested issue in successive sessions of the imperial Parliament, 
O 
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Every candid observer must be struck with the comparative ia^ 
significance of the commerce of the metropohs of Scotlandf con- 
trasted vnth its twin sister's more rapid progress in all mercantile 
and manufacturing concerns, by the means of Canals, machineryy 
steam engines, steam boats, water companies* with every species of 
grand operative works, and the most useful speculations, which »• 
bound in the town and adjoining districts of Glasgow. The traveller 
there, will perhaps have to learn with admiration and surprise, that 
the Magistrates of that city, have often little more merit in the crpa- 
tion of so many sources of national prosperity and individual wealthy 
than prudently letting the various projectors, speculators and mana* 
gers in their several pursuits, entirely alone. This fact was lately 
published t-o the world, in a string of the many negative acts of 
the Glasgow Magistracy, by all the papers in that place, but 
here unfortunately, it is said, that only one solitary office was 
found bold enough to risk the publication of so harmless a truth* 

** Your parcel* contained all the printed documents, plans and reports 
of Messrs. Baird and Rennie, concerning the intended Union CaoaL J 
have perused them, and entirely approve of Mr. H. Baird's very judi» 
cious plans, and the line he has proposed; and I take this oppor- 
tunity with much pleasure, of saying, that I have the highest opinioa 
of Mr. Hugh Baird, and of his very superior abilities as anengineer, 
which, joined to his experience, general and local knowledge ia 
this matter, render him, in my estimation, more competent to direct 
and plan such an undertaking than any other engineer in these king- ' 
dome, whatever may be his reputation : and I consider your Canal 
Company as fortunate in having so very skilful and accurate aa 
engineer to do justice to their intentions and useful projects. I can 



* The writer is a gentleman of character, much local knowledge, experience 
and eminent talents in his professional pursuits, as an engineer, superintendaat 
and proprietor of various great works, whose name, however, need uot be fub- 
mitted to the Public, though he wrote me at the time we were preparing ^ 
Union Bni. ' 
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Well imagiiw that thei* may be great opposition to your bill, jft-rf, 
From the proprietors of land on Mr. Rennie's line, who would be 
benefited by a Canal going through their barren wild country j and> 
secondly. By those who are inlereated in the lower and more north- 
erly hne}* but the principal, and, I fear, the moil weighty opposi- 
tion, may arise from those opulent coal proprietors to the east and 
south of Edinburgh, who have expended large sums of money, and 
employ large capilals, in filling their deep coUcrica wilh expensive 
large steam engines and machinery, vi/. ••■•"•••••I 
Of course their interest must be very naturally affected by any 
great depression of the price of coals at Edinburgh, or in its vicinity. 
The arguments these great people will use may have weight with 
Parliament when they assert, " That, relying on the present slate of 
the coal market at Edinburgh, they, for the public benefit, as welt 
as with a view to the advantage of their property, have ventured 
and employed large capitals on purpose to supply the Edinburgh 
market with a most indispensible and necessary article of life, .which, 
by the unlooked-for interference of this Canal, will be entirely lost 
to them, from the expected reduction of the price of fuel which 
may be brought to Edinburgh by the Union Canal, as they will be 
necessitated to give up their coUeries." I think it not at all 
unlikely, that the political influence of these potent landholders, 
^itj, !!»•»«#•■•«•»«• »^ [jiay urge them to find 
out some plausible, ostensible reason to resist your project in Parlia- 
ment, while the real cause is, as I have stated ( however, as virtuous 
men they ought not to be so biassed, nor ought they to give the least 
countenance to any impracticable rival plan, because this would be 

* This nKHl northerly paper line hm been long ago consigned lo " fics i'™- 
deiUsniet aduTci" at to even a inorD degrading office, connected wilh ibu notorious 
quack in pages 12 and 13. q. b. The enemiea of Union lo fur contrived lo 
liave two strings to tlieir long bov,-, one has not been able to stand the test of 
comparison at aU, and the oilier may yet follow its too (ar North fiddlestick, 
though to Ihe South of Ihe Union Line, when wc give it another hard scropc on 
the touchstone or truth. 



wholly unworthy the character of the Imperial Parliament* and 
must imply a species of base hypocrisy, that might mislead them^ 
though it could never originate in so .honourable a House. Yott 
will always form a tolerably accurate conjecture on this head, by 
observing, whether the Coal gentry round the City take the alarm 
at any other Canal or not : if they do, there must be some cbanoe 
of success, otherwise, you may treat every rival Canal, merely at 
the cat*s patOf to help the bear or monkey to some other rooit^i 
cheinutf than Canal coal-Jire.^* 

I have very much local knowledge of the particular part of thp 
country, and of its minerals, through which the Union Canal musi 
be cut. This has been acquired from my early youth, in the prose- 
cution of extensive business as a coal and iron master and lime bumery 
and more lately on my own account, and that of some of my friends % 
and, so far as I am able to Jot m an opinion f I think the advantages 
^0 distinctly and ably pointed out by Mr. Baird are Ukdy to be 
realized in this undertakingf which cannot hiL to be of great a«r 
tional benefit, as well as of the utmost importance to the splendid 
metropolis of Scotland." 

It has been among other falsehoods aserted, that my Unio^ 
associates, finding me so perverse and untractable, were forced 
to reject me from their society and committees entirely,' bat bow 
does the fact in reality stand, it is, upon the word of an honeat 
man, positively what now follows: 

When we were supposed quite ready to proceed with the Unioa 
Bill to Parliament, a committee was assembled, in which I, of 
course, took my seat, as one of the members* After sooie littk 
discussion, it was discovered, inter aUa^ that from some commission of 
blunders, or omission of duties, we were by no means prepared to 
ad^nce one step fiirther that session with any prospect of success, 
and, in short, found ourselves in such a dilemma, that to proceed 
was not less fatal to our future and ultimate success, than retrogres- 
sion in that stage of the business could possibly be. I listened, 
with becoming attention, to the arguments and expedients adduced, 
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to extricate the Union Concerns from so disagreeable a predicamenti 
with credit to the Chairman and Committee, and all the beiiefit in 
our limited power, to our Constituents. This device waa at last 
adopted by the whole, with my disKDCieiit voice alone, viz. that 
an amicable commuQication should be wrilteo to the magistracy, 
statbg our defiire to procrastinate all parliamentary operations for 
another session, with the conviction, that, in the interim, municipal 
opposition would cease, when the merits of both Canals were de- 
liberately weighed by all panics, none of whom, could with any 
decency, afterwards harrass each other merely for the sake of an 
expensive and mischievous contest. It was an object to have this 
passed unanimously, and I was pressed in vain to join all tlie rest of 
my compeers, aad, consequently, submitted the subsequent reason* 
for my persevering dissent: 

1. The Chief Magistrate had thought proper to charge the 
Union subscribers with sinister views, when I was deputed to wait 
upon him as Chairman of the Merchant Company's Union Canal 
Committee. 

2. This accusation I repelled at the time, by stating the belief, 
that those people who Biispected others most, when their measures 
were open as the light of day, were often the very men of whom 
suspicion would not be wholly groundless. 

3. That I had seen nothing in the whole conduct of our adver* 
saries, to make mc conceive they would trust us, even so much, as 
we might feel inchned, on any occasion, to confide in them. 

4. That our proposed concession would bcconijidered,andlreatcd 
as a ruse de guerre, to shelter our forced retreat under a fl.ig of 
truce, which would probably be lired at with the contempt, due to 
our temporizing policy. 

5. That it would be more honest, if not honourable, candidly to 
confess both our unforeseen obstacles and our official sins, or errors 
to our constituents; at the same time to push the Bill immediately 
through the House of Commons at all hazard;, that the City 
Magistrates might enjoy the supeilative merit of giving it a coup 
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degracef in a committee cradle, even before it should see the ligliC 
of day, as a spurious or legitimate candidate for Parliameotary »• 
doption. 

6. "^hat our defeat would impose a Canal, nolens volenSf on the 
Magistrates, which they would be forced immediately to commence^ 
unless it was intended to set pubhc opinion and esteem at defiance. 
7* That at all events, the present opponents of the Union Line 
would never resign their hostility to it; on the contrary, they wewld . 
in my humble opinion, lose no opportunity, by foul or fair meanSf 
to frustrate every effort we could make in its favour^ efther in or 
out of Parliament. 

8. That under ^ch impressions^ I must enter my protett on the 
minutes, against every concession or compromise, knowing that il 
would be nugatory, if not dangerous, to the general interests of 
the subscribers. 

General Maxwell, one of the members, earnestly, but in the po» 
litest noanner, beseeched me to withdraw the protest, tbat the pro- 
ceedings, in so critical a situation, should at least appear to be 
unanimous. 

Wishing to be consistent in my own conduct, where we were 
surrounded by insuperable difficulties, without injuring the interests 
of the subscribers, exposing myself to legal prosecution, or hurting 
the feelings of the Committee, I proposed one of these alter- 
natives :*^That my name should be withdrawn from the list of 
nuembers present, with permission to leave the meeting; or that 
my dissent should be recorded. The General instantly acknow- 
ledged the justice of my proposition ; I was of course allowed to 
depart, and at a subsequent sitting, I took the earhest oppcn^ 
tunity of resigning as a Committee member, stating, at the same 
time, that my chief motive was to prevent the personal animosity 
between me and the Magistrates from ever after proving injurious 
to the Union Canal subscribers in any capacity whatever, being' 
^hen apprehensive, that I and my writings might be used as conve- 
nient tools against the pending enterprize, though the &ct is» therer 
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Wai no lack of instnimeotB fur such a royal purpose. Now the true 
story is told, and so very respectable an evidence as General Max- 
well adduced in support of my testimony, my frienda and eiiemjei 
may make what use they please of the present statement of facts, 
to the best of my recollection, at thin distance of time, in every 
essential point, either for or against me. 

■ Sirs, When I commence this address, with the intention of aign- 
ing it myself, as responsible for every sentiment it contains, I cinoot 
conceive you can have any motive for denying me access to the ra- 
tional freedom of the Press, in this happy country, where the pea- 
sant and the peer are alike protected by the impartial shield of 
equal liiw and justice. 

■|- If ever any nation shall be so placed, that " audi alterant pat- 
tern" becomes wholly disregarded, then, indeed, must commence 
among that people the reign of terror and despotism, under what- 
ever form of government, such a state of things shall be allowed to 
exist; and in soi dhant free communities should every candid appeal to 
ihe public be excluded, they truly must be in the very lowest stage 
of degradation and slavery. As this reasoning, however, cannot ap- 
ply to a city under such dignified, liberal, and benign, liway as the 
town of Edinburgh is happily placed at present, I sball proceed. 



aited rrom llic eight successive 
baps in iheir ori- 
make tlie matter intelligible enough 
G account Sat any perceptiUc change 
•r style. 

f When writing this aome eighteen nyintlifl ago, I little conceived 4he period 
hero dtprccatid. would so soon arrive, ond force nic to taVe sheller, bjr a pre- 
cipitate light, in the more litieral City of Glasgow, where I uas obliged lo w- 
joum under Che hospitnble roof of a fellaw-^u ITerer in Relbrm, during a 
complcle fortniglit, as it requireil thnt time lo finish this pamphlet, being (be only 
diield 1 could carry back to my notive town, whatever may yet befal me un- 
der its auspices, among the rising palaces of our Scollf^ Sion, and the ancient 
wills of modern Troy. 
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without furtlier preamble or apology, to lay my case before your 
intellignent readera, leaving them at leisure to judge faidly betwcta 
me and my opponents. 

* In my last, the Candid Remarker was merely introduced 
as an incog genius, who might, in the interim, throw off the 
mask, and stand so far in propria penonaf like myself, befoiv the 
bar of his fellow*subjects. Not having to my knowledge doqe so, 
there can be no harm in treating this scare-crow, or nMo of straw, 
with so little ceremony, as to leave him till I have settlod a more 
kkiportant account with the Right Hon. the Lord Pravost and 
Magistrates, the worshipful Master and Assistants of th^ highly 
respectable Merchant Company, and many of the most btiMMrabk 
»kd tfgnified members of that exalted society, who in defence of 
their dismterested opposition to the Union Canal, have deenwd 
ft prudent to aim a mortal blow at its execution, through my private 
character by certain speeches, resolutions, and measure,} <:f>5;|ilBtfi 
with a view to raise themselves still higher, than they deservedly are, 
in the eyes of the more intelligent classes of the inhabitants, on the 
smoaking ruins of a solitary subscriber to that useful undertaking. 
When my own and its plain unvarnished tale has been told ii^ yoor 
columns, free from the clamorous interruption to which I was lately 
exposed in the Merchant Hall of this City, let me stand or fall by 
the unbiassed verdict of my countrymen, expressed by what is justly 
termed " public opinion ;" and whether for or against ne^ I shall 
.bow to it with the most profound submission, and regulatj^ iU ffly 
future steps in life accordingly. What is now my situatJohi as a 
member of the Merchant Company, to-day, may be that o( the most 
worthy man in it ta*morrow, whose good name alone will be much 



* This wat addrosed to Uie Editor of the £dinbuigh Star, being ib^ otSj 
faper. which then durst bo far advocate the cause of a perwcuted Mow^ 
ciiisen ; whatever its aituation, in that respect may since have been, ot doting 
my pilgrimage in Tarshlsh, after a precipitate flight ftt>m the great diy, or 
NinevA of the present day. 
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ntore precious not only to himaelfi but to the whole of his countrymea, 
than his antaguDisiB, on one acknowledged principle, which iio man 
uf candour or e:ipcrieiice in the world will afFect to deny, viz. That 
corporate bodiea havp done, are doing, and will probably do to the 
end of the world, unless radically reformed, those very harsh and un- 
just things, without due refiectiou and remorse, for which few of the 
(nembiii's individually would chuse to he reiiponsible, because when 
the blow of general odium or reproof is levelled at an associated 
number, there is no single exposed point in such a butt, to receive 
tho flying shaft, il therefore merely vibrates with a harmless tremor 
from centre to circumference, without doing the leabt mischief ta 
tlie fame of any one member more than another ; a fact resting on 
this evident ground, thdt what is every one's fault or business, is in 
truth no one's. This clearly proves that not a rational soul in «uch a 
large body can really suffer much, if any, loss of credit, character, or 
honour; every company in this free city and kingdom should ihere- 
foi'e act with becoming decorum, prudence, and lenity, when op- 
posed to a solitary individual, who may have expressed some doubts, 
either on the sanity of their judgment, or soundness of their prin- 
ciples, on a disputed subject regularly before them. He, poor 
man, under such a predicament, stands exposed as a focus for the 
collected I'ays of any brilliant assembly to play upon with impunity, 
and should lie fortunately escape being drawn and quartered from 
the gallows for the freedom of his speech or writings among them, 
he runs no small risk of being tied to a stake, and immediately re. 
duced to ashes by the fierce anger of the converged wrath of hit 
adversaries, with a bag of gunpowder, and all his supposed inflam- 
matory productions tied round his neck, that the sot disunt loyahsts, 
who have caught the wretch in their toils, may rejoice at the 
merited explosion of so daring a traitor. Thus have I been already 
in some measure menaced, treated and stigmatised among my 
brother bankers and commercial associates, as a seditious and de- 
signing friend of the people, merely because, as a subscriber lo the 
Union Canal, I have advocated its immediate commeocentent in 
P 
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the hce of all its foes* without prudently consideringy is otfaevn 
have done, that the Right Honourable the Lord Provost and Ma« 
gistratesi and the Mid-Lothian coal propvietors had taken an irre« 
viocable and decided step against that persecuted enterprize. This w 
the head and front of my offending b print, for sopportbg which» I 
have been publicly branded with many delectable epithets, whidi 
shall concentrate here in one polite term of Jurious incentUmyf 
whose papers were to be torn by legal steps from his peaceable 
home, and to be handed over for eonflagimtion or destruction to 
the public officer of the Worshipful Merchant Company of tfait 
great city, whom, with the Magistrates* he was accused of insult- 
ing, by some silly jokes* on their conduct to the Union Canal* 
' f You and your frien4s may talk as you please about ignominiaos 
retreats: I feel nothing of them* though I have fek and resented the 
most dastardly attack that ever was made upon an innocent io- 
dividual, by a pack of hounds thirsting for his blood* among the 
agitated passions of rival Canals. I hope* for the honour of your 
good name, when it comes to burst forth in aU its glory* that joH 
have not stooped so low for revenge on a roan who happens to dif- 
fer with you about coals and canals. As to the kicking or caning 
process you hint at; give me the same fair play that has been giv. 
en others, and I shall take my chance with one at least* though I 
have no pretensions to cope at fisty-cuffs, quarter-staff* orfoot^ball^ 
vrith 300, while I can hardly boast on a bottle-holder in the com- 
bat. For the honour of my native city* for which I shaH always 
pray, that virtue* peace, health, and prosperity, may ever adorn its 
mansions, I shall allow many of the mean artifices which have lately 
been practised to intimidate me, to die with myself; and to the 
base curs who are guilty of them* 1 shall remark once for all* their 
power to worry or destroy my carcase extends no farther* though 
their unbounded rage at me would induce them to destroy both 
soul and body, if in their power. Seeing that one person has been 



f Addressed to the ** Candid Remaikeiv** wiio never yetjias dand to i^pear 



in his real character. 
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found in this city daring enough tvtih impunity to charge me and 
many other peaceable subjects with capital crimes, in which wick.- 
ed design he has at least enjoyed some countenance from peopl? of 
respectable rank and character in this community, c;in it be won- 
dered at, if I apprehend, that a price has actually been set on my 
liead, large enough to stimulate some desperate ruiSan lo destroy 
me, if not by British justice, by what is termed club-law. Who 
then so propter tools for so nefarious a deed as anonymous authors, 
when they find it pefectly convenient, from other circumstances, 
to throw off the maslc, and come boldly forward in pereon, tbou};h 
nevertiieless ae hired bravos or gladiators, fairly to dispatch the 
man, in defiance of all laws, who has been honest and fool-hardy 
enough to displease the malevolent instigators of 9uch bullies, who 
have malice, but not courage enough, to Etrikc the f:ital blow them- 
selves. You accuse me of scurrility, and I appeal to every lioitcst 
man, who has read all the papers on both sides, to tell candidly, 
whence this species of oifence and defence, really originated; nay, 
let him say who fiist began the wordy war, and continues it still, 
under false colours, after we challenged you to the fair field, -, 

Where man (o man, and name to nUDO mighl sound, 
On nhich side slcrling coin or counterfeits abound. 
Do but display, good Cecberas, thy face, 
And make us hide our own in foul disgrace. 
Till then jou run not half the risk we do, 
Since oJI can tilt at us, but none at you. 
To mortal stibs we stsnd eiposed you know. 
While you, un&cen, caa muck viicb manly blon-. 
You accuse the Union Canal projectors and friends, as swindlers 
and impostors of the worst kind, they retort the compliment on 
yourself, but this I can safely aver, that before 1 subscribed to that 
useful project, every thing was previously arranged, and, had it 
not been for a relative's sake, who had thousands at stake in the 
enterprise, I might to tliis day have resisted the repeated applica- 
tions for my solitary name to the sub script ion, or my exertions in 
the success of a canal, which, if damned by the various machinations 
on foot against it, we never shall see its match again, in more points 
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than one* After this candid declaratioa, I trust you will ii<yt in- 
clude me in the impositions, ascribed to the Canal Comnuttee fU6A 
projectors, as they are to your cost, both able and willing tj turn 
the tables completely on every slave like you. 

When one man writes upon velvet, at his daily vocatioa» ttving 
either on clover or the fit of the land, by so doing, his is truly an 
teasy task; to him the lines have fallen in pleasant places, bat it is 
the very reverse with the wight who k no hireling, atid who scomb 
to prostitute a pen, which he dare not own, in any cause whatever. 
That the Union Canal is neither the job nor the imposture which 
you are maintained, at somebody's expence to advocate, will be 
pretty apparent to every impartial reader, who r^ers to the wel 
known defender of that enterprise, in his judicious strictures oA 
your remarks, which appeared in the Meremy of the S4th uk« and 
concluded, thus : ** This specimen vriH enable the public to appre- 
ciate this pamphlet, which contains not one remark' more just ol* 
more candid than that which I have already noticed, and wifl tisb 
enable the subscribers to the Union Canal to discover, if it be with 
honest argument, that their adversaries -mean to p itVsec u tte thfe re* 
mainder of the contest/' In another Mercury about the ^Sth ult. 
an excellent defence of the Union Canal, and exposure of tbe felse- 
hoods circulated in the Remarks against it, will be found under the 
signature of A. B, who, I presume, cannot hesitate to exchange 
real names with C R, whenever he pkases. While, on iltte sidCf 
all are open, avowed arguers, aud on the other, iiObody Manda for- 
wards without a visor, no sagacity is req ui red, to decide on which 
hand there is the greatest chance of finding reason, trtith, and ju8« 
tice, especially when it is known, that the strong artn of powef is 
against the Union Canal, and could, if requisite, shield every one 
of its foes from ex officio informations, whatever might he doAe 
with its acknowledged friends as writers, were they indiscreetly to 
stumble on forbidden ground. 

The weakness, puerility, and sophistry of your reasoning facul- 
ties, are so obvious, that he who runs, veHl read them in every par- 
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agntph 3ntu write; I ihall not therefore imagine the readers of the 
Star, auch ninnies as not to refute you with your own atsertioue, 
through every one of which the cloven foot is ai manifest ae the tun 
at noon-day. Will, or can any worsiiippcr of the gfoldeii calf, even 
believe, that you have, out of pure hatred alone to the Union Canal, 
published a book of 62 pages, without fee, reward, or expecta- 
tion, froiti any quarter, when it is well known, that no other indJ- 
vidual has yet done any such thing. 

Now, Sir, if your Canal, follow the fate of its precursors, either 
in the way of time, mismanagement, or expenditure, we shall have 
a long, wasteful, unproductive gape in the very bowels of the 
country, that may ultimately remind my fellow- subject 9 of my pro- 
phetic lesson, when they may vainly learn it with a tengeance, not 
on my head, but on the disordered brains, which have been so pro- 
lilic of late, in scurrilous abuse and infamous calumnieE against all 
the friends to practicable canals and cheap coala. It lias been the 
fate of most men under similar circumstances, bo to be persecuted 
and abused with the epithets of traitors, lunatics, impostors, de- 
magogues, and so forth; but to some of those very martyrs, both 
in Church and State, we still owe a great many of our moat valn- 
ablc privileges, in the religion and laws of this free kingdom, which 
Jnight otherwise have yet been groaning under the oppressive load 
of unlimited political, and infallible ecclesiastical govertment. 1'\m 
passive obedience and blind submisBion, to what some people term 
the divine right of rulers, is gradually passing away, and will, with 
ether vices and follies, flee rapidly before that march of the human 
mind, from oppression, ignorance, and crime, which is nursing to 
jrtiaiurity in the benevolent cradles of the Bible Society, the Mis- 
«((inary associations, and the Lancastrian schools, to proclaim true 
wisdom, peace, and good-will, among all the nations of the world, 
ataviag light to the whole human race, who may now bid defiance 
to any mad or fooUsli Jesuit, who would attempt la clap the full 
moon of a cloudy night Bfi an extinguisher on the sun at noon-day. 
The very warlike name of Crichton is in itself a host, 
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which tK> doubt the prudent courage of the Wordnpftil Mw* 
ter and his discreet advistrrs preferred, as my chosen adTerauy^ to 
any pacific Merchant or ci?il Banker, like myself^ in these martial 
ezploitst who could not well have constituted an invincible batteringr 
ram against one unsupported Member of the flocky so appalUngly 
powerful in the pending assault, or its still depending results. Evoy 
honest Scot must have read or heard of the admirable CrichtOBp 
with feelings of pride and the highest esteem, for his chivalrous and 
recondite exploits in behalf of the oppressed in every hnd> and of 
the military and literary fame of his own beloved country: Now 
should it so happen, that, even in one sense of the word, the gallant 
Colonel and his ancestor can be viewed as jxir nobiie Jrairumf what 
chance could a dumplin, such as I am, have in deeds of arms against 
the combined weight of mechanical, hereditary, and physical 
prowess in a pitched battle, before the Merchant Company, while 
my humble descent can only be traced in the' peaceful shades of 
our national feith or the still peace-nnaking walks of Scottish diploma* 
ey; but to the propria persona of the Drama, thift we may attend 
in due course to the fire and fury matter of this mortal blunderbuss. 
And pray, Gentkn^n, of the Star, can you yet conceive the nature 
of the charge with which it was levelled chokeful against me. To 
be plain with you, and my other townsmen, I and those who thought 
with me about cheap coals and the Union Canal, were formally de^ 
noucced by this public and warUke accuser, as base,, insidious friends 
of the people, as revolutionary ruffians, civil incendiaries, seditious 
denutgogues, and treasonable assassins, who wanted, like our bro- 
ther Jacobins of 17989 to lev^ every thing truly noble, deservedly 
great, and conspicuously virtuous in this happy land with the dust» 
under the flimsy pretence of christian charity, universd philanthro^ 
py, and artful sophistry, which the arch-traitor (meaning your 
humble servant) had dared to pollute, in his papers, with the s»> 
cred name of sound logic* .What! indignantly exclaimed this 
glowing Demosthenes, do those production^ so industriously cir- 
culated among us, in reality. Contam? why the very seditious senti- 



menO) clothed atmoat in the self-same words, which oat more than 
twenty yran ago had nearly set this city, nay, the whole country, 
in a blaze of anarchy and warfare. Thanks to the brave volun- 
teers who crowded round the legitimate standard of authority, and 
protected it from the blasts that were gathering abroad, aod the 
more tremendous storms which were bn wiog in the bosom of it« 
detestable enemies at home. Shall we then, my royal aasociites! 
on the eve of peace, run the risk of prolonging our miseries, by tamely 
receiving in this room, papers, and the man, who, if be durst, would, 
Lke another faggot, fire another Troy, that he might, with itn. 
puaily, hurl his democratic shafts at our moat upright and right 
Honourable Lard Provost and Magistrates; nay, tho' last not least, at 
the truly noble, pre-eminent, and illustrious coal proprietors, who 
grace our vicinity with their munificent presence, and daily shed 
innumerable blessings of money, meal, and coals, upon the head of 
our peaceable, industj'ious, and deserving poor^ He and his ac- 
complices have arrogantly hinted at the bare possibility of our patri- 
otic Magistracy, and the royal proprietors of land in Mid-Lothtan, 
Stooping to sully their pure hands, with any intcrcBted competition 
about dirty coals and ignoble canals, falsely decorated with the en- 
deariug appellation of Union, for the infernal purpose of icatteriag 
the prolific seeds of disaffectiun and discord round the land. Perish ! 
the vile thoughts and the viler firebrands, who have audaciously at- 
tempted to kindle them in tile unsuspecting breasts of our devoted 
fellow citizens. Can we bo soon forget the Paines, the Watts, 
and the Downies, who, but a few fleeting years ago, seemed (a 
rule the storm, and direct the whirlwind of leveUing principles, from 
the Land's End to Johnny Groat's hoosc', and, for one moment, 
permit a plebeian rabble, with an incendiary like this, to renew the 
bloody deeds of those alarming days, and shall we not lift the strong 
arm of this all-mighty Corporation, to crush the reptiles and their 
undermining canals together, by one decisive blow ? At this mena- 
cing declamation, I began to loot about me, and instinctively felt 
how far my ill-iated short neck, would quietly submit either to the 
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cxecQtioMr^t axe^ or his more horrible fmsericofde^ mart cipecnsilf * 
aft the Man of War's pathetic appeal waa made to the gefiuine 
patriotism of his hearers, many of whom had, hj mpoesive 
phudits on the fioor, done all they thus could to cheer the Bceuier« 
and depress the arraigned culprit, during the whole course of this 
capital' eharge of treason, by one of the most potent, royal, and 
bfiTe officers, who now adorn the British army. It is not in 
ny limited power. Gentlemen, to furnish your readers with an - 
accurate copy or detail of thia most pieciQus morsel of cine elo* 
quence that ever, perhaps, wanned the passions of mercantile men 
into vindicti?e ardour, but I trust it shall not be lost to posterity, 
in the glorious annals of this metropolis, so long as the original it* 
aelf may, with your permission, blase in the Edinburgh Star, 
should these feeble sketches of mine hare unintentionally shorn it of 
those effulgent beams of royalty and real courage, which no hcmest eit 
can gaze on without catching a dirine sperii of the sacred flame.— 
Judge, good Gentlemen, what my cogitations^ were at this ctitical 
moment of impending fiate, till Mr. Calder rose, and in the honest 
warmth of his unsophisticated heart obseired, that he never in hif 
whole life before, was doomed patiently to hear so stupid a speech, 
for this plain reason, that it was calculated (if any thing could) to 
excite those very tumults and discontents, which Colonel Crichton 
had so feelingly, but unfoandedly, deprecated in the proceedinga 
of that Committee, of which he (Mr. C.) stated, ^ I was a member, 
who never« for one minute, would have sanctioned with my name, 
countenance, or presence, any thing like seditious designs, which to 
my knowledge till now, were rarely conceived to be enveloped in 
some few ludicrous and misplaced allusions, to the friends and 
enemies of Union and discordant Canals, for in my humble opinion, 
treason seldom lurks under the cloak of fun, frolic, and good hu- 
mour." After some more similar remarks, Mr. Calder resumed his 
aeat near myself, while reason and moderation seemed busy in a 
similar process with the great majority of the Meeting, till the 
Right Hon. the Lord Ph>vo8t assumed an upright posture, and in 
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spirit] if not in worda, thui, or nearly bo, began his brief oration: 
.^Mr. Preoes, Though the present meeting, have thought proper 
to evince manlfeGt aigns of disapprubation at some part* of my 
vrortliy friend. Colonel Crichton'a speech, I do certainly opinei 
that we are infinitely obliged to that gallant officer, for the un- 
daunted discharge of his civic duties upon such a trial, in ihii 
place, wiiere he nobly declared, that the battle was fough£ 
for the honour and glory of this most illustrious Company, 
to whom, what are wealth, blushing honourS) titles, or even 
commercial acumen, if their unblemiiihed fame be suffered 
ignobly to wither under the foul breath of popular clamour 
and calumny? No, let us recollect the boasted motto of our dear 
country, Nemo me impuue lacessit, and hurl merited destruction 
upon all its external and internal foes. To my conception, nothing 
can be cleartr, than that an ample apology should be made to my 
royal associate Colonel Crichton, by Mr. Caldcr, for the degrading 
term stupid, which he was pleased to bestow on a declamation, that, 
in some instances at least, had estorted applause from many of its 
patriotic hearers in this very assembly, who have nevertheless pa- 
tiently submitted to be bo far insulted by the abusive epithet, be- 
stowed on our defender's enlightened exhortation, only now noticed 
by myself. At this instant up sprung the great, tall Colonel 
Crichton, not unhke Goliath of Gath, when contrasted with a 
body, whicli perhaps has a nearer comparative similitude to the 
inexperienced shepherd, who in the name of little David, bid de- 
fiance to the gigantic Phihslinc, that had presumpluoudy challenged 
the whole host of Israel to single combat. I could not well avoid 
casting a despondent look at my huge opponent and his not less 
mighty armour bearer, till it struck me, that fortified with the 
sling of reason, and the adamant stone of truth, one or other of my 
powerful combatants might be levelled with the ground, in spite of 
the fearful odds, of nearly three hundred to one, in this species of 
cockiighting. At this crisis of my fate, I shall do my mercantile 
brethren, especially those of the tribe of Joseph and Cad, the 
Q 
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justice to dedarci that the returning sense of fair phy began td 
jkssume a bolder front in wordsy groans, and hisses, agabst the 
heroic orator, who reluctantly yielded, for once in his life, perhaps, 
to the general voice of the people. Like a little Bantam, deter- 
tnined to have one hard peck at least at the gresitjiige cock in a 
country school, or as a blunt rustic who knows well enough how 
to make hay while the sun shines, the moment seemed too jpredbus 
to lose, and required immediate presence of mind. 

I therefore seized it with avidity, shook my feathers, clapiped my 
vrings, and crowed lustily Jo Pcean^ Python is at last in my power, 
an the following words: Mr. Preses, aiid Gentlemen of this rpspect* 
able assembly, I have heard with equal astonishment and indigna^ 
tion the unfounded charges of treason and sedition, which the 
iirorthy Colonel Crichton has dared to adduce, in a crowded meet* 
ing of my fellow-citizens, against me and those of the subscribers 
to the Union Canal, whose sentiments are in unison with my own. 
I appeal to your impartial judgment, and unfettered good sense, 
whether or not I am the man, in this fuU and honourable assem- 
blage of fellow Merchants and Bankers, who has the best, if not 
the only tight to demand an ample apology for the capital crimes, 
>vtth whidi my name has been here most scandalously branded by 
the royal Colonel. In genuine loyalty, according to the true ely- 
xnology of the term, as implying a sincere attachment to the en« 
-viable laws of my native country, with the King at their head as 
tho legitimate guardian and protector of our glorious constitution, 
I will yield nothing to the brave Colonel, or to any other person 
who now hears me, whatever their notions of blind, pslteive 
obedience, and non-resistance to the divine rights of Magistrates on 
the score of coals and Canals, may be. With such sentiments, as 
a good subject of* a limited monarchy, I have reason both to pity 
and despise every malicious shaft that may be here, or elsewhere 
darted, either at my loyalty in the citizen, or my integrity in 
the man, beecause I feel perfectly convinced, that it must sooner 
or later recoil with tenfold force, on the head and heart which may 
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Urive to binl dettruc^n on conscious innocence, tbougli in the 

jaundiced cyea of jealous policy, with it« senseleas ciy about church 
and stale, this may for a while, be metamorphosed to, and de- 
nouDcd ai, guilt of the darkest hue. Impressed, therefore.at I am,Mr. 
Preses, respecting the ultimate issue of all this unmerited persecution 
of myself and the Union Canal, I shall not expect any apology from 
the gallant Colonel, whatever he may demand, at the Lord Provost's 
suggestion, from Mr. Calder; nay more, in the true spirit of Christian 
charity, I so far forgive (t ho' I cannot forget) hiacalumniaus philhpic, 
from tlie bottom of my heart, and 1 freely leave this meeting to judge 
between his deserts and my demerits, through the whole proeeed- 
irgs in the business still on the carpet. I now sat down amidst the 
cheers and plaudits of my hearers, for which ihey are entitled to 
fny lasting gratitude, though upon other matters 1 may yet differ 
widely from them, in the course of my subsequent letters. To the 
best of my recollection, the worshipful Assistant of the Company, 
the worthy Colonel, attempted to vindicate his conduct by assen- 
ting, that pardon has been proffered for offences which he was not 
sensible of having committed, and that a speech had been condemned 
as stupid, which was not exclusively his own. He then persisted in 
reading,amidstthcincreaBingclamour3ndconfu8ion,what were termed 
resolutions by the Master and Assistants ; but the noise was progres- 
sively so great, that I could only make out one, to stamp the Union 
Canal Committee's resolutions as infamous, on their records ; another, 
toburn them by the hands either of the common hangman or their own 
officer; a third, to procure an order from the Lord Ordinary, to 
Kearoh my house and seize all the papers in my poaseseion about the 
Union Canal j a fourth, to inhibit my writing or speaking farther 
on that subject, in such terms as could give the least offence to the 
City authorities, or at all tend to lessen the merited esteem and 
grateful confidence of the middle and lower classes of the community 
towards their princely benefactors, the coal and land proprietors of 
Mid-Lotlfian ; fifth, to compel the scandalous owner and reporter 
of the Committee's rciislutions to itiny all and every charge, which 
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bfts yet been incurred* or that may eventually spring therefrom, bf 
jnicb advertiseinents as we may find necessary to publish in our own 
^defence* in compliance with the prudent resolution, formerly pro- 
posed by Mr. A« Anderson, seconded by Mr. Richard Baonatyne* 
and duly carried* [That no part of the funds of the Company 
^ball bQ applied in any manner toward defraying any expence to be 
incurred in^ and concerning the Union Canal, or in and concaming 
the preliminary measures, or any other measure flowing from, or 
jconnected therewith, and the Committee therefore guarantee to de» 
fray all such contingent charges from their own pockets <] The 
long string of resolutions terminated, I was informed, by a motion 
for my immediate expulsion from the Merchant Company, and 
confiscation of the round sum which I advanced as admission fees 
among that worshipful society. It is out of my power, Gentlemen, 
positively to assert, that the above is a verbatim copy of Colond 
Crichton's, or the Master and Assistants, intended resolutions, be* 
cause at this period we were all involved in something liker a dis- 
cordant row of pedlars at an Irish fair, than the calm dignified dis- 
cussion of a Union Canal, by a company of discreet Scottish mer- 
chants* Should I have inadvertently been led into any blunders, 
either of aggravation or extenuation, these can certainly be corrected 
from the original MSS. no doubt in the worthy baronet Sir John 
Hay's hands, who, in the most genteel style, avowed to the 
ineeting fo$ intention to second them, from which, however, he had 
been diverted by something that was drowned from my ears, ia 
the conflicting clash of many louder tongues. In the general CQ^^ 
fusion, I overheard the ^oble Colonel loudly insisting, that his rcw 
solutions originated with the Master and Assistants, of which hon- 
oured body he was only {^simple fellow, who need not father them 
more than bis graver associates; at the same time, one or two of 
the members modestly, but strenuously, disclaimed all knowledge 
of, or participation in their fabrication, and defied the gallant orator 
to persist in palming his own productions on the Merchant Com- 
pany or the worldi as an emanation of their supreme and united 
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council!, when they could prove, that they never had before seen 
them, or even heard of their existence, in such shape or form. 

If I have been denounced for circuktiiig accredited papers, 
which no one haa yet disowned, at my own responsibUity entirely, 
what treatment does that man deserve, who, in the face of il^e 
hundred people, had the audacity to impose on them his own 
crude, defamatory charges, and consequent harsh measures against 
me, as the dtlibcrative act of a Committee, when he was merely a 
compeer, or civil aid-de-camp lo that very grand Master, who never 
yet has attempted to deny what I have published respecting his 
own and my proceedings in our Committee, No public notice or 
censure has yet appeared of this unjustiliable behaviour on the part 
of the Martial assistant of the Worshipful Company, though a very 
severe and unjust sentence has been passed, in a notorious ex parte 
advertisement, against me, for a much smaller offence, in all the 
Newspapers of this city, by an authority, which I hold quite una- 
vailing to filch my good name from me, among those of my coun- 
trymen, whose esteem is really worth the preserving or winning in 
such a dispute as the present, — For this outrage, and others there- 
with connected, I have been Bcriuusly advised to seek redress from 
the pure Courts of impartial justice in this place; but with all the 
reverence for auch unspotted tribunals, I am in some mcasore ex- 
eluded from them by the beneficent Mr. Anderson's precautionary 
motion already noticed, respecting every expence that might attend 
or result from our Committee's exertions about rival Canals, unless, 
indeed, I feel resigned, or rich enougii to pay all the costs and 
damages myself, thai tlie charitable funds of the Company may suf- 
fer no detriment from the imprudent zeal of any person premature- 
ly to support their widows, orphans, or decayed memberB, with 
t;heap coala and water carriage. Curiosity will naturaiiy enough 
be excited to learn, whence the money for the printed anathemns 
against my character in the public prinW, wil! be advanced; for 
surely, after what has passed on that score by the Company's par- 
3 members, it cannot wdl be drained from their tjeasury. 
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though If for one* can. hardly concdve any other source} if myself 
and persecuted brethren of the Committee, shall eseape scot freti 
from such a burden* In my own name, I here most sincerely pro- 
test against all such implied responsibility upon my shouidefSst'hovf- 
ever well disposed, the Convener, and other members' of thd Canid 
Committee may feel to relieve the Society's purse from so uliwai^ 
rantable anexpence; and I do trust, that the faithful treaisurer of 
dur poor's funds will, in due timekam, that I for ozie, wash my 
my hands clean from all and every such depredation, on the ihoney 
•ppropriated solely to the chariuble purposes of our provident Cor- 
poration, reserving nevertheless, my right to inspect hk hooka on 
this subject in due season. 

It is full time to relinquish my^aberrations, and once more revisit 
the great Hall, where I was arraigned, tried, and condemned, with- 
out a proper Judge, Jury, or any thing in the shape of evidence, be- 
ing in fact denied the freedom of speech in my own behalf, till nabst* 
if not all the intended evil was accomplished agiinst nie. Silence 
was hardly restored, by the sanguinary speech' atad resolutions of 
Colonel Crichton, receiving their qtdetUs from the general execration^ 
of the Merchant Company, when three or four very' independent 
members made some pertinent observations, nearly to tlus effect, that 
it was difficult to determine whether the Colonel's oratfon; or the 
fabricated string of resolutions was really the most infamous-, that 
both were most disgraceful to the meeting, and ought to be repro- 
bated accordingly. One gentleman stated his surprise, that many; 
if not all the Members of the Committee, with the Convener at 
their head, appeared now to be withdrawing their sanction fr6m th^ 
resolutions, though nothing of this sort was minuted in the face of 
their proceeiiUngs, and he added that the mere circumstance of some 
exceptionable expressions, on thcyscore of levity, could not, in hi^ 
judgment, invalidate the weight of those resolutions, which had no* 
thing obnoxious about thenu Among other speakers, Mr. Ander* 
tpn, to the best of my recollection, mainti^ed the propriety of hear* 
iog me patiently, in my own vindication, and at this period also Sir 
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John Hay began to conceiw, tlie bu«iiiese of tlie Uiiioii Canal • wai, 
properly speaking, before the Meeting, in preference to every other. 
This remark from the worthy Baronet, encouraged me to persist in 
being heard, hut 1 was immediately interrupted, because my unex- 
ceptionable reaojutions were printed, which was stated to be against 
the rules of the Corporation, On reference to the clerk, he could not 
assert positively that any such regulation existed, I was therefore pro- 
ceeding to read them, till peremptorily ordered by Sir John Hay to 
desist from intruding with resolutions as excerpts in print, which had 
previously been read to the Company in MS, although they be in 
every other respect perfectly Bdniisaible. He continued, thai as the 



• The ciiiiem of Edinburgli cannot jet be so well aware of [be inenlcuIaWe 
adranU^es of regular pas^age-lwala lietwefD it and Glasgnw. an Ihe inliaUiunts 
of this last city already are, from their eipurienee of (his comfortable mode of 
traielling to Falkirk, Greenoct, Sec. which has, in tact, almoiil entirely super- 
seded the me of Mail-coaches and Lind carria^ in gener.il, whereycr Ihcfie 
come in campeiilioD with water crnivejancc. Loss of lime, cen^turt, health, 
Unlbs, and eren life itself, ate all greatly avoided, at a compamilvelj small ei- 
pense, in a conienicnt boat, where sound sleep may be enjjyed all nighl, and 
buMness, inncKent amuMment, or literary studies, can be proseculed the whole 
day, with little or do intermjidon from irksome conAnemenI,ince^untpccuiiiaiy 
demands, bad weather, roads, horses, and a bing catalogue of the tittle galling 
jniseriea of human life, to which an excursion on aliore, howerer short, is con- 
stantly obnoxious. A man in buUness, whose precious time forms no small 
dure of his slock in trade, will Ite enabled, (hrongh tbc Union Canal passage- 
boats, lo o[ien a most profitable Dr. and Cr. account with sleep, in all bis eicur. 
£don5 between Glasgow and Edintiurgh. With a small share of common pru- 
dence, he may balance his books at the close of each revolting year, by a round 
sum to the credit of proRt and loss on lime saved by nighl voyages, wbidi, 
moreover, will enable iiim.to start Jrom tlie snug birth of a boat as light as a 
lark in the morning, perform bis intennediale duiie* in tbc way of his profes- 
sou orcaliijigi and, in the evening, return baii towards his fixed abode, in the 
aelf-same pleasant ivay he left bikown home, wiiliout having suffered much un- 
7 fatigue on these jouniies, which w,'ll liare been comfortably pcrformi- 
a moderate expense, both of money sad tiiue. 
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printed papers had been widely circulated^ even so far as Liverpool^ 
the meeting ought to stamp the whole proceedings of the Conmiiti* 
tee, and the person who had taken the responsibility on his own 
•shoulders, with their marked displeasure* I attempted. to withdraw 
the wholes this was overruled, and they were unanimously rejected, 
6tigmatized, and consigned to expulsion from all the records of the 
.Company, lest their immaculate documents should be contaminated 
by resolutions, which I shall never disown, merely from the irony 
they are supposed to contain, against the protectors of impracticable 
Canals, and lovers of dear coals. 

It may here be asked, how the above decree was passed without 
one dissenting voice. The answer is obvious, that many of the 
Meeting had previously retired in disgnst, at the violence and 
party-spirit manifested during the debates; not a few were fearful of 
being calumniated as traitors, if they ventured to differ in opinion 
from magisterial dictators and their satellites; and I, very naturally^ 
to save much time that would otherwise have been nsdessly sacri* 
ficed, preferred the ^eCtion of the Committee's resolutions, from 
the honourable archives of the Worshipful Merchant Company, t6 
the risk of becoming myself, a projected foot-ball from so powerful 
t fraternity, whose van in the assault on me, was led on by no less 
a personage than Mars; while the rear seemed under the discreet 
guidance of the wise and warlike Minerva. A similar reason may 
be assigned for the compulsatory unanimity which followed, as the 
Members were dispersing from a body that had been first becalof- 
ed for a whole hour in a needless rehearsal of a long report, and 
then tossed on the ocean of malignant passions like a ship carrying 
more sail than ballast, into a furious storm, without either a helm or 
pilot, to preserve her from the shallows and rocks, which were too ap- 
parent on all hands. About this stage of the business, Mr. A* 
Gibson, seconded by Sir John Hay, and Mr. Bannatyne, carried 
two motions also unanimously, — to thank the Master and Assistants, 
for preserving the purity of their records, and for maintaiiiiiig the 
honour and respectahiHty of the Company; as also, the Right 
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Honourable the Lord Provost and Magistrates, for thdr indefal>- 
gable Ecal, public spirit, candour, and impartiality, evinced by 
them upon all occasions, more especially in the iiue of conduct 
adopted respecting the Union Canal, f The»e reflolulione terminated 
the labours of the eventful day, with a motion for adjournment, 
made by Mr. James Bell, and seconded by Mr, Samuel Anderson, 
which waa insisted upon, after nine members vainly gave in their 
votes still to proceed; and thus the Union Canal so far received it" 
caup-de-graee from the honourable Company of Merchants in £• 
Jinburgh, though it had previously been sanctioned by the great 
majority of those trades and corporations in the city, who may a- 
spire to be deacons, but never dare look to the lofty seat of a Right 
Honourable Lord Provost, or yet less worshipful office of civic 
Baillie; consequently they must always remain incompetent judges 
of practicable canals and cheap coals, even had my papers aad self 
been sacrificed, as intended, by way of an auto dejh, to illumine their 
mechanical minds on lo dark a subject. — These mattera are better 
organiied in the English metropolis, where the talents, integrity, 
and moral character of a man, as Lord Mayor, are not measured 



t The Old and New rivnl Shipping Companies of Edinburgh snd Leilh 
nay hail Uiis Uoioa as ihe harbinger of glad tidingns, not only lo thtnt, but 
to many yet unformed, whith will as instinctively arise from the well-feathereil 
nests of their succeasftd predecessnrs, aa Ibe shadow fuUows the Bubslsnce, or 
the sparks Sy upwards. On amilar prindples, one judicious Canal will pro- 
gressively give birtli to the same beneficial competition for the Glasgow snd 
Edinburgh public^ on fresh nsler, that ba<i alraady been experienced by the 
two great British Capitals by sea, though the projectors of the salt water con- 
veyance were never forced or expected to court llie smiles, or deprecate the 
wraib of the right hoaourahle heads of the tfio cities in question, before their 
tcheraes were brouglit to maturity; and Ihey have not fared the worse for thus 
posses^ng ibat independent spirit and irunly enurage, which must be congenial 
urith the feelings of every British merchant, in all his efforu to improve the 
dearest interesn of his country, by its two best (jiUars, agriculture and com- 
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merely by the yairds of cloth which he may have put through hb 
hands, nor by the pounds of butter he may have weighed out to 
customer8> nor even by the number of bank-notes, or bottles of 
wine, he may have circulated among his fellow citizens; on the con^ 
trary, the mason, smith, baker, and tradesman of every desciription 
are equally eligible for the civic chairs, with the chapman ortradefy 
in most if not all, the corporate towns in the empire^ those of 
Scotland excepted. This circumstance alone, to the discriminat- 
ing mind, will account for some of those political differences that 
exist on opposite sides of the Tweed, in questions which occ a sion- 
ally make the middle and lower classes of society view things with 
another eye than their superiors, or those under such influence, can 
possibly do, with a due regard to their future prospects of rank^ 
honours, wealth, and social comfort, smce it is^ not easy to be« 
fieve that-— 

Auro pultafidet, auro vetMiiaJurOf 
Jturum Um MequHuTf max tine legejmdorf 

or deem, with many wise men, ** the post of honour is « private 
station," when 

*^ Aurum omnet vkta pietate eoiunt.** . 

To the very worthy Paronet, , who felt so indignant at my print- 
ed papers reaching Liverpool, I embrace, with pleasure, thbop. 
portunity of declaring, through the medium of a free press, that 
the whole of them, with attmy printed letters, shall, in due season, 
be dispatched to every region of the world where I have fiiends, 
to judge between him and me in the pending contest, though the 
result should lead to ndy expulsion from that honourable, corpora- 
tion, whose meeting, Sir John Hay deigns (o grace with his great 
name and countenance on particular occasions. It may be very 
true, that I cannot boast of his illustrious descent, neither can I 
enumerate a long string of graceful connections, nor count nrfy hun- 
dreds of thousands with him, any more than I can display in lai^ . 
assemblies the most profound knowledge, with that fascinaOng smile, 
and aflbble deportment, which captivates the hearts, while it il- 
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luminates t)ie heads of all who are fortunate enough to enjoy his 
company and conyersatjoo ; nevertheless, I cannot conscientiously 
reckon myself his inferior, either in sterling loyalty as a good sub^ 
ject» in a limited monarchy, or in coounon honosty, i&s a. well-mean* 
ing member of any cpmmuiiity. In happier times, I did partici* 
pate in the superlative felicity of acquaon^nce with the worthy Ba« 
ronet, when simple Mr. Hay-; and I h^ve honestly to acknowledge 
the many cautions he gave ine,, as a friedd, when on the eve of 
conunencing the banking f^nsiaess, in which I have since been mi^ 
gaged, independent of the countenance which I received, id that 
capacity, from the deservedly prosperous and liberal house. of Sir 
WiUiam^ Forbes k Co. Truth forces me,' howiever, to add, that 
from the 'period I presumed to issue notes, and waited on' my brbtheff 
Banker, the .worthy Baronet, to solicit a continuation of his goodi 
offices,, L was i^braided for expecting, that anjc.man would>leiidf 
me a knife to cut his own throat, which made nbe .feeU indeed^ that 
my knowledge of the world and noAiikitid was liapited within -very' 
narrow bounds, wh^n I had fondly trusted, that the great' h6use!oi& 
Sir William Forbe§ & Co* could nevef take offimee -at^an tiifiutt> 
establishment for issuing notes,f en so small « scale ias-innioew— Here ^ 
I was egregiously mistaken, andSir John Hay forthwith either cdtT 
with me, or. vice visrsOf and on my part it sever entered inta myi 
head, tt> exchange a word with him on this side the grave, tSU he came * 
t6 dtebnd an infuriated attackonmyhfeandcharactei-, forreasonshest 
known to himself dnd friends. I defy both him and them tobring^^ 
rae in guillty be&re a jmy of my free countrymen, of any serious oF* 
fence against either the sUte, or the. worshipful Merchant Company,^ 
which can subject me justly to one half of .what I have dready 
suf^red) by .their unwarrantable anathema against me;, nay, more,:. 
I pledge myself to defend every word of the persecuted Resolutions, 
against any person w:ho shall appear at the jpublic bar with his real 
name, as neither indecorous nor impertinedt, io . a liand of rational 
fieedbm, suoh as this ble«fed c6untry will^ I tr^st, jremlun to the 
latest posterity. No aoona* Inrai it bruited abk-oid, that I was de- 
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neuoced u a traitor by my fellov-citizens, and on the ne of espoL 
■ion from the worBhipful Merchant Company, than fear fell on 
&ome of my frienila, and particularly on a mosl respectable consti- 
tuent of our house, who in his terror for the con«eijoeocei, with- 
drew, almost at a moment's warning, NEARLY FOURTEEN 
THOUSAND POUNDS, and lodged it, I believe in Sir Winiam 
Forbea 8: Ct/'s bank, with a previous meaace, that if the money vai 
not instantly paiil, hewould consult the partners of that firm about the 
legal steps to be taken against our house. I do not pretend to ac- 
count for thi« strange occurrence, but simply to lay the fact before 
tbc piibUc to prove, what Injury may be done to a Banker or Mer- 
chant by any unfounded imputation adverse to his loyalty or hit 
worldly wisdom ; and that there exists even in this happy kingdom, 
more ways of destroying an innocent man, than by the axe or the 
halter. Far be it from me to imagine, that either of the worthy 
Baronets, who benefited by the transfer of the above caab from our 
house to theirs, had any such mean object in view, when they joined 
Colonel Crichtoo in his persecution of me; on the contrary, I am 
certain, that one of them at least will regret so extraordinary a coin- 
cidence, as this just stated, because from the bottom of my heart, 
I believe him to be an upright, honourable, benevolent gentleman, 
(whatever judgment I may form of his pohtics,) who wishes well to 
all mankind, and was induced rather from inadvertency than design, 
to join the hue and cryagainst a man, who never in his life bad offended 
him by thought, word, or deed. The very weight of Sir WiUiain 
Forbes's name is alone heavy enough to crush a branded being like 
me, in many people's estimation, to atoms ; for the higher he de- 
servedly ranks in puhlic opinion, the greater is the injury to which 
I am exposed by his hostility, A atone falhng from one story 
might, only stun me, while from a third, or fourth floor, it would 
pot fall of knocking me in the head completely, whatever the head 
and hand might intend, which hurled it upon me as a disloyal sub- 
ject of the land. Against so amiable a character I shall never har- 
bour any unchiritiible feeliags, nor do I despair of yet learning thai 
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Sir William Forbes will even allow, that I am not quite »o bad a« 
the malice, envy, and revenge, of some designing men have painted 
me in the good Baronet's apprehension. With him I wish to live 
in peace, though distant as the polea on the suhjrct of Reform, and 
with all men, who do not by their conduct, and accusations betraj 
a thirsting after inneceiit blood, which is so disgraceful to a Chris- 
tian land, — At all evente, I ehall depend on my own pen for defence 
in the free presB of this glorious country, and on my right arm, 
when attacked by the Totuntary bravo or hired aasaasin. 

There is, I believe, a man, in or near this capital, who can, if he 
pleases, mention the creeping reptile that alarmed him about hii 
Fourteen Thaasaiid Pounds, while for one week only in the dangerous 
hands of a denounced demagogue, as I then was, under the persecu- 
tion of a host of magisterial phihscines. As the thing cannot pos- 
sess a soul qualified to animate, in any future existence, a lobster, a 
flea, or even a louse, I shall not pollute these sheets by cither a 
hunt or a crack after it, but leave the nit unmolested any farther, 
to hatch and prey on the nei:t blockhead it may nestle on with simi- 
lar fears, for they never can again affect me as a banker. 

Oppressed with endless taxation, additional stamp duties, succet* 
Hve losses through bankrupts, ceaseless importunities for * royal con- 



* Theae fur Gennin auBeren, monuments to gml men, nouniled loldiEn 
and sailars, their luipless viiloffs anil orpbana, vitli a whole Btring of ct ceUtnu. 
haunted my waking houra by day, oaJ ^sturbcd my dieaniB Ly nighl, wilk 
some profound cogiialioos on the nature and tendency of so many incessant 
dcDundi an my purse, drained lo iIig dregs, by some expeniive indUcieticms of 
my own, leveral unavoidable burdeos, but, more parti cuUily byendle&itaialion. 
Still (he mischief did not stop here, because the sturdy beggars nho vocifeiaii'd 
tbr Ibis proof of royal charity, tnmctiract iosinuBled, that there couU uut be a 
more convtuciDj^ tea of uue Koyatty, tEuin a ccrtaio sum opposite lo my name in 
tlie general BubscriptioD. I u>ed In urge, in vain, tiiM the prailuce of uselcbs sine- 
eiires, enormous ialacies, and unnorthy disbursements of the public 
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tribiitioBSi deserted by. every aristocratical friend, and thwarted by 
web nefarious practices as I have detailed in this pamphleti it was 
needless for me to strive in any partnership with the overwhelming 
stream of local influence an d prejudice any longer, for, in such a pre- 
dicament, adequate success was out of the question in respect to 
two individuals, whatever one may ultimately accomplish, in the 
way of requisite e^^ertion, for a mere living. 

These considerations obliged me to wash my hands of the Edm- 
bm-gh bank some months ago, and so far, if possible, put malignity 
Itself at defiance, having thus nothing to hope or fear, as a man in 
business, from either my few equivocal friends, or open and secret ene- 
mies, la short, without this previous4iualification, such is the thraldom 

• • * • 

of the good town, I could not possibly have appeared as a Radical 
Reformer, nor can I, knowing such to be the case, with any propriety^ 



funds, tti aid the miserable and unfortunate of oar own country firsts ccuisigiiin^ 
Ae surplus if any, to foreigners » distrenabo. - 

I urged as an additional motive for such apiiHcalion ui ■■♦Vmal ftmdik 
instead of private contribution, that we were thereby proclaiming . to Iha 
ministers, that the ne jdus ultra of local exaction could never be consist, 
ent either wiA such munificent donations, or even with the idea of great ao 
cumulating wealth, in saving banks belonging to the poor of a countrjr, said to be 
£■1^ y nJf»"g with debt and fffp«^>a uftnt aiiffiBniftiitHi viz. y n i pf<i ¥y Isgacy. 
and a thousand other taxes, all, more or less, oppressive, particulariy to a man 
who ^as not in the way of his profession receiving one fiurtfaixfg of tibe publie 
Boiiey, or of the saving bank funds, which invanably land in the hands tS 
some royalist or other, as too predous a deposit for a simple loyalist 6ke me. 
To those who wished to "talk me into the general vortex of Patriots SnbscHberB, 
I invariably oUserred, that if my bank made one-tenth part of the pft»lt at 
the hands of Government, which other fhvonred houses did yearTj^, I would 
lor every ten pounds opposite their name, write twenty at mine, as a compifca- 
tive view of Loyalty versm Royahy in such exhibitions. I would be g^ to 
know why they who are so favoured, or have their salaries progressively in- 
creased, fax beyond the rado of accumuladng taxes, should think any national, 
burden a sacrifice, whatever my feelings maybe to the contrary; since We never 
hear of official salaries being reduced to the levelvdience they mounted, when . 
the cause of such ascent is remoyed. 
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blame many a munnuring citizen Itere, for not yet speaking out, at 
the peril of losing, if not his life, the very staff of it, fix. his daily 
bread, to the inevitable ruin of hia self and helpless family. In Ehort, 
from the day I cooimenced business aa a Banktrr, with one n-ha, ia less 
prudent moments, had been a steady, though muderate and rational 
friend of the people, every low art was employed to crush and 
depress the concern by all possible means, oneof whidi has been amply- 
detailed in pages 41, &c. The Banks, fur a long period, would 
not receive our notes, and the public offices acted upon similar 
principleR i nay, one aristocratic Baronet cut a parcel of thirty 
•mall notes in two, and wondered at our presuming to question hiB 
right thus to insult a plebeian establishment, when we dared to te- 
monstrate on the subject. When my name was ever mentioned by 
any of my wealthy, Indian friends, as a Banker, in the polite circles 
of Edinburgh, those looks, shrugs, and sneers, which very signifi. 
cantly speak unutterable things, exposed a suspected democratic 
bank, to get nothing but the skimmed milk of pecuniary deposits, 
while grimace and dumb shew carried the whole cream of my ac- 
quaintance's business to some more congenial depository. I must 
confess, there has been one or two enceptions to this equivocal friend- 
ship, and I shall ever esteem my coiifidavts as they deserve, what- 
ever opinion I may form of those wlio gave me a pound's worth of 
trouble, for every farthing of profit by their cOEicems, and left me 
unaided by any countenance whatever, to sink or swim by my own 
exertions alone. I will not deny, that my want of success, as a 
Banker, has been mainly attributed to my expensive wire-works, 
and many a bitter taunt have I borne on this everlasting topic, 
though, to my dying day, my creed shall be, that the pair of poli- 
tical Black Birds, either connected with or b the Cage-house, was 
the real cause of my failure, however much some other circumstances 
of lesser moment migitt have also contributed to circumscribe my 
circulation, as issuer of Bank Notes. 

Last year the Dublin free Press exhibited a memorable instance 
•f a desperate bankrupt, trying to retrieve his broken fortunes. 
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through the body and blood of a loyal Catholic, who» though goaded 
to the £ELtal combat^ escaped unhurt; not so the champion, of men, 
who might have been seconds m the fray, but prudently ^wed 
their friend to fire the first shot and fall, never to rise agaiui from 
its consequences. The dead body was buried vtrithout the usual 
inspection and investigation by a Coroner's Jury ostensibly, that 
the fortunate combatant might not be interrupted in his numerous 
professional duties, though the Dublin Evening Post gave a differ- 
ent version of this breach of law and professed lenity. Some subse- 
quent paragrraphs in it state, that many curious circumstances might 
have transpired before an inquisitive Jury, which, however credit* 
able to the martial spirit of a military alderman, defunct, could not 
have shed great lustre on bis principles and iprudence, nor say much 
•n the pugnacious propensities of the body corporate, of which the 
deceased was a member, at whose lamented death, the Corporation 
at once sunk into a cdput mortuumf which has nevertheless con- 
firmed the resurrection of the Dead, by recent miracles performed 
on the shores of leme, Old England, and the superlatively Royal 
kingdom of France. The annexed effusion may serve as a poetical 
commentary on the closing line of the above text, as well as on se- 
veral portions of, and anecdotes in these pages. In that very capital, 
this year again, has the same challenged individual been forced to 
submit to another fiery trial, along with one of bis political sup* 
porters, but fortunauly for their finmilies, the Government put 
them under legal restraint, while it generously permitted their royal 
opponents to dap their wings unmolested on the French shore, and 
crow over the Channel, as true game cocks, to the supposed^ifgiP^, 
who durst not approach the cockpit. Are these dirty tricks fair 
in a land of freedom like this i 

A trhiUtf of Ctpittk condiinek 
In 9n£ giteid pht their uxpitnt htadi to joiii. 
That JPr«0i(om nay in ycttvrt yiuf be Ixmnd, 
While all ^«r ffoiu art titlue hanged or drowned. 
]|Pint, ftir Augusta binds thdr feet firem tvalkingy 
EtUn discreett ties up each tongue for talking f 
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To print, tfanikf bint, v|iaragmplif to wnl» 
About Befomit ske deemt k maduasB^uke, 
Kay, ^alls fiefoxmers l>lockheads, knaves, or foolc^ 
Who dare to scorn discretion* s prudent ruleSf 
And drives them from her waHs, as petts away. 
VUe Demagogues!/ who paste up billsliy day: 
■ Or tin 'Hkt dead of nightf while otheFS4ilee|s 
In iaxatiDg rati'^-titmr catlike wifpS^ik^ep, 
With«iidhA noise, andeursad cattar^wtmiiflgf 
As jniist disturb each Eoyal Statesniao*^ caUiil|^ 
Xhit screams Edina's owl^-Grimalkins fell! 
At my command, begone! I bear tiie beD, 
To toll you one and di-in chains to helU 
Next comes, leme's Capitol in play! 
To Pat— the garriioii indignant say. 
If one prim*d.i»stol, or a cudgel 3roii 
'Preient to any x>f our RQyal.a:ew ! 
^ye mean to i*eel and bruise your cursed root^ 
And choke you with it— for a perfect brute. 
What! you pretend to fire at Jc^nfly "Bull? 
Or call him Jerry Sneak — ^you blundering £>ol! 
Behold hiB Second! why Ifais mighty row? 
A full-ftd, jpoyal, Bnglish, aacrad cow. 
With boms becoming it&long dir^ tail, 
Whiebiin foul jobs^ are never found tofail. 
On her broad back, behold the tyrant death! 
With Priests and Sextons running out of breath. 
Aims his fell dart — at honest Paddy's &me. 
For duel combats— though a cock of game, 
^y, dares to brand him with a coward* » name^ 
The senile rear^guard join ibe courtly ay 
To bid Pat-live — because a&aid to die. 
Till the bold Post of Dublin, Truth proclaims 
To lifiy, brother Forth, and father Thames. 
That I &om England's end may sound this lay, 
By Johnny Grot's house— to the Giant's way; 
Magna est veriias-^et prcvalehit 0/ 
It wai^ it iS| .and shall by Jove— ^be ever so. 



Much about the period of my Canal tribulaitioiiy when an adver* 
tisement in the public papers by the Merchant Company, tanta- 
mount to an arbitrary act of expulsion made its appearances and be- 
fore I could procure admittance to the Edinburgh press for my 
own vindication, I was b)[ report, menaced with an ignominious ejec- 
tion from the Royal Society, the East India Club^ and from the 
Congregation where I^^always attended divine service. In short I 
felt for some short time like a person ejccommunicated from civil so- 
ciety, merely becapse I had dared to defend myself against the 
most ungenerous, unmanly attack, that ever was made by a Corpo- 
rate body upon one solitary member, who had merely done bis duty, 
as an honest man, and who was determined at the risk of every 
thing, not to prove such a coward as lose his presence of mind, and 
forsake himself, if the whole world even had turned out against him. 
From all the events which have followed in succession since my me« 
morable bear-beating in the Merchant Hall, I am more confirmed 
. in the propriety of the whole of my conduct, in support of the Uni- 
on Canal, which besides many a watchful night and day^ cost me for 
printing alone about, fprty pounds, for the refund of which, after re- 
peated ineffectual applications, I am entirely indebted to a Gentleman^ 
whose honesty of heart is equalled by the cleamesis of his head, and 
the soundness of his judgment on every subject. This worthy man 
nevertheless, did not escape the bull which was fulminated at the 
whole body of subscribers, as seditious incendiaries, ( if the report- 
ers told the truth ) in the House of Commons, when by some slight 
of hand management, poor Mr. Urban Union was kidbed very un- 
fairly out of doors, to make room for a black twin brother of hisf 
named Mr. Dicky Discord, who is now choking on that very bone 
of contention, that stuck in his gizzard, from the moment I pub- 
licly announced, that the subscribers to the Canal, laid down by 
Mr. Baird, were as upright men, and good loyal subjects, as any one 
of the mighty Dons, who, right or wrong, thought proper to oppose 
them. I continue to cherish and proclaim the selfsame sentiments 
to this very day, and probably shall do so^ while I remaia free 
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from manarl«, and a Parliamentary gag in myrooutli, and even then I 
would think so, in Epite of the devil and all hin imps. 

The Union Canal would have given an ample supply of water to 
the town gratoiiously, but their stream was indignantly rejected as 
too impure for 80 limpid a fountain of water policy as the magistrates 
can boasc, in all its meanders round or throtigli our lofty Troy, 
That the Grand Canal, so long in prospective, as an aquStIc Levi- 
athan, must speedily appear, tliere can be little doubt, as I, the 
poor Jonat, so long in the Beast's belly, have some reaiion to propliesy, 
that each eye in this Whale's blubber-head, is to apout out a magin- 
fieent jet d'eau in the Royal Ciiizens' faces, being the welcome 
herald of the atill more beautiful fireworks, tbat are to decorate 
the rear, or enormous tail, of the rising Mnmmolk, from old Ocean's 
bed, agreeably to my faint sketch of the prospective scene, in 
pages 94 and 95. 

1 must here revert to a patt of one letter to the Editors of the 
Star, which escaped me till now. viz. The comparative merits of 
the Union Canal, have been already, and are now before or within 
the reach of every inhabitant of this enlightened metropolis, by 
means of various pamphlets and papers published or circulated in its 
defence, either under acknowledged responsibility, or real names; 
while, on the contrary, every publication fiom its adversaries, has 
to this day been anonymous. This plain fact alone, speaks volumes 
to the ingenuous mind, and, prima Jhci§, betrays the cloven-footed 
weakness of that very cause which literary productions, otherwise 
suiEciently impotent, cannot possibly support, in the estimation of 
the just and fair tribunal, to which, with your permission, Gentle- 
men, I am doing what in me hes, to appeal. Should a person under 
his own signature from inadvertency or design state, what a learned 
author has shrewdly denominated, a Jake fact ^ In aid either of » 
good or bad measure, he is a tangible object in the way of judg- 
ment, correction, o[ punishment; but whpn a man in the clouds 
condescends to shine upon weak understandings, one is generally at 
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a lost to diacrimiiiate the light ef reason aad Irutihy from the ignk 
Satuus of selfish policy, occasionally visible enough through the 
partial corruscations ef a dark lanthem. 

When a koown writer on one side of a question asserts^ defendst 
conderanSf insinuates^ cakulates, predicts, ridicules, and confounds^ 
if he can, it must all be done at his own risk in purse, person, and 
character^ while the ignotus or ignoramus, on the other hand, has 
nothing to fear from detection and exposure, with every thing to 
hope, from the eventful success of his cloudy lucubrations, whether 
founded on sound or false principles^ as kifr uMin object will natu* 
rally be to mislead, rather than inform his readers; otherwise he n^ 
ver would be ashamed of stamping his statements and logic with 
** a local habitation and a name*" The oian who does so may be 
termed presumptuous, hypocritical, selfish,, unjust, foolish, nay, too 
jocular on grave subjects; but, before a true bill can justly be 
found against him for such enormous crimes and henious offences, 
surely it is but justice first to hear or read . his defence. On the 
contrary, every anonymous writer against. the Union Canal, may fair- 
ly, while under that veiU be treated by its friends as a man in the 
moon, when his egotism is in the singular form, or as the Devil oa 
Two Sticks, should Satan assume the majestic garb of a pluralist* 
Nay, I myself, or the otlier subscribers to the Union Canal, may. 
indulge our suspicions with impunity, and Hamlet one and all o£ 
these gentry, including the Candid RemarheTf nay, the grand new 
Canal itself, by exclaimmg when we view the monster in pagea 9i^ 
95, and 99— 

Angels and mhuBteri of grace defend u% 
Be thou a spirit of health, or goblin damn'd; 
Bring with thee airs from heaven^ or blasts firym hell. 
Be thy intenti wicked or charitable, 
Thou comcst in such a questionable shapes 
That I wUl speak with thee. 

It has been asserted, upon good authority, that the Mid-LotUaa 
Coal proprietors have most generously disclaimed all connection witk 
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tlie anonymoui pamphlet, whicli call<^ furLli a most able reply fram 
Mr. Grdhamtj aud aa I caunuc fur a rn«maiit imagine that the ae- 
coiid unacknowledged publje^itui, uaikr the title of llcm^rksi ^^c. 
can have the smallest suppait from, or connection with, the Right 
Huiioiirabk the Lord IVovust and Magistrates of Edinburgh, or 
the very hberal minded Coalmuters in the vicinity, 1 iuLmid, Dea 
volente, in a subeequeDt Iftttr or two, (after th« iulroductioii of 
flome previous matter), to trouble jiio ivith my free siricturea, cr 
cursory vumarks, on the Ciiudid Rentuiker, in nubibus ako, like all 
his prcdeceiaora in this paper warfare. 

In ihort, my cliaracter from the pains taken to blacken iti 
'n tlie Newspapers and Merchant Hall, had become so verj 
suspicious, as to make the learuLd and acute Fi'esident of the Roy- 
al Socitty, Sir James Hall, about the period in question, throw cold 
water on a philological paper of mine, which was read by me at 
one of the evening Chss meetings, though 1 cannot conceive there 
was any thing more inflammatory in it, than some glowing espressioiM 
about the march of the human mind, to the millennium of perfection 
jn every art and science, including the noble one of Political Govern. 
menl and Economy. — Since that night, the Society have never been 
intruded upon by my company or lucubrations, as 1 have preserv- 
ed the last for promulgation soon, in another form and place. 

From the Union Canal, the transition to the Weliinglon Bridge 
is much more natural «nd easy, than the substitution ai Regent for the 
former popular cognomen, by wliich the projected edifice has long 
been famiUarly known among tbe inlubitaiits of this truly consider- 
ate and royal city. In my estimation, liis Grace's merited fama 
cannot suffer the smallest diminution, by liis name being seasonably 
abstracted from an artificial high way to the common judgment -seat, 
jail, and gibbet of the place, for surely there can be no great hou- 
our conferred on the archetype of a permanent passage for every 
malefactor, who forfeits his life to the laws of his country, and paces 
for the hat time in his existence, ruefully over a Regent causeway, 
to his iong home. I, for oncj am liajipy to think that ths gaUaia 



143 

Manbsd cannot now be so trodden upon» by wj^cbes in tbe a* 
gonies of either merited or unmerited condemnation, for every man 
would naturally wish that his surname should rather prove the nar* 
row path to honour and glory, than the broad high road to an ig* 
nominious death and an untimely grave. These being my senti- 
ments, I trust the most noble Marshal's glorious name will be re- 
served, for discriminating a communication with some superb su- 
perstructure worthy of such an honour^ suppose a castle, a campy 
or an amphitheatre of tbe most magnificent dimensions and capacity, 
in this classic metropolis* How far the Lazzaroni of this economi- 
cal Infirmary will attend to my suggestion, is another matter, for I 
really had forgotten that the Martial Duke is not nch enough to 
keep a table in more capitals than one, consequently no crumbs 
which fall from it, can find their way to this side of the Tweed, 
whatever may be the case with a more princely board. 

Much has of late -been written and expressed on the subject of 
Jury Trial in Civil Causes, and on the unanimity of Juries in their 
verdicts thereon, agreeably to the Law of England. /\mong the 
rest, my attention was attracted to this most interesting theme, on 
which I ventured to publish some crude notions of my own, in the 
Caledonian Mercury^ and the reader will now meet with them, af- 
ter a few introductory remarks here. As the College of Justice 
came originally from France, it would be vain to search after any 
thing in its constitution, very favourable to popular freedom, what- 
ever claims it may otherwise have to profound legal sagacity, in tbe 
rational discrimination of Law, Justice, and Equity. Modified as 
at present, no freeman, or disinterested logician can, for one mo- 
ment, admit, that the practice of deciding civil suits, involving pro- 
perty, real or personal, by a permanent Jury, appointed by the 
crown, can, in general, prove very consistent with the rights and 
liberties of the people, on this incontestible principle, that the 
Judges may be Lords of Session, but by no means the peers of suit- 
or's, whose rank in the country is, in general, deemed inferior to such a 
dignified' and privileged assise. In England, on the contrary, tbe 
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Jury i* taken from the great body of the very men, whose Hvm, . 
fortune, and fame, mu^t, pm tempore, depend upon the nnanimaua 
sentence of their equaU, sitting in awful judgment on the dean.it 
inti^resta of a ftllow citi'^en, who, in that perilous situation, is pro- 
tecicd from private malevolence, party spirit, or despotic influence, 
by the glorious shield of that unanimous conviction of twelve men, 
known or supposed to be, from their stations, &o. in life, entirely 
free from all such unprincipled motives. That this has not been al- 
ways the case here, we have only to refer to the history of Scottish 
Jurisprudence, Parliamentary appeals, and the popular feelings which 
have long existed on this very subject, to say nothing of an old 
anecdote, perfectly notorious to the whole country. Some short 
time after Oliver Cromwell's death, when legitimate Judged were 
re-catablished by the hereditary king, a citizen of Edinburgh hap- 
pened to remark, in the presence of a Lord of Session, that he 
could not explain why the decisions by Oliver's Judges had met 
with general approbation, while those of the regal government were 
often reprobated for tyranny and injustice. Hid Lordship, in home- 
ly language answered, that there existed no difGcuIty in the mat- 
ter, since it was well known, that the Enghsh Justices composed a 
poor bench of iil/i and kiidess bitches, consequently could have no 
temptation whatever to lean either to the right or left side of even- 
ianded justice. The good Burgess, in tny opinion, might ha^e 
retorted a Rowland on this Judicial wag, for his Oliver, by oberv- 
ing, " Very true, my Lord, every dog has hie day, and as far as 
impartial awards were concerned, Cromwell's usurpation, by your 
own shewing, was by no means a night of judgments to the clients 
of the Scottish Courts." 

What sentiments a disciple of Fletcher or Hampden may have 
on bhe Scottish Bench and Bar, as now conntituted, may be easier 
conceived by an Englishman of the old school, or an American of 
the New Academy, than expressed by any individual within the 
jurisdiction of Judges, who can paas Acta of Sederunt, tantamount 
to similar powers in the three Estates of Parliament, and much 
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mme mbitrary than Jtmy fedtct tkat can ptibceed from* Ae King. 
This 4ipprdiensiony shaH not, faewever» prevent me from exptreaakig 
BO small earpriie» that the whole Scottiak naiion has heea lately 
treated hj tke Legiriatuney as. mere AtUn^ei in the idawQ of frce- 
dorn^ whose weak <f>ptics could not all jit oooe bear (tbe<cffulgenoe 
of Jury Trial and imaawikyv wntWit tfbatdtacreet adumbration hj 
the Court of Seasiont which the Bill» in sobeuc ]of ks clauae^ kmB mo 
adtiHrably provided. But in wital terms can I cimch my wonder 
and amaaement at the blindness of bdth shepherds and flocks «a 
the plains of Scotia^ .who have not yet reflected^ that -though 
-thus contemplated as. sheer lusus natune UkerhUis in the eye of the 
lawy they are so far biYounng the deception, as at onoe to run 
•i^e risk x£ stamping theirselves, and children's chtldxienf with the 
-indelible mark of Cahiy as the libertiddes of their native <io»ntry, 
■on the shores of which, the .negro alave, nevertheless, cannot set 
Kis foot, without instoMtly becoming free. In shorty aotil Jury 
' Trial) and its paUadiua, unanimity, be universally adopted in Scatr 
land, lier vassalage -must continne along with that teadenieas of 
conscience, whicdi at the same time, can patiently assimulate witih 
^he most scandalous abuses, and perjuries of venal Coiporationsy 
t4)at ever disgraced any nation under the son; if these oootinue to 
be what they were thirty years ago, and which I shall speedily pub- 
lish to the world, unless my progress be arrested by some irresisti- 
ble or omnipotent arm. In that event, even my papers ihave idready 
been consigned to a quarter where they shaU npt rest with me un- 
published or unknown, either in a prison or the grave. 

That abuses exist in the mode of forming English Juxi^ and 
perhaps in some other matters connected with their assize, nobody 
means to dispute; but the very knowledge of the evil must lead to 
its cure, before incorporation with our customs, laws, and usages on 
the north of the Tweed; provided, that Government become more 
anxious to confer a real boon on the whole community of Caledonia* 
than to erect a perfect state-engine there, ornaatiented iu front with 
a delusive bass reliefs as the Temple of Justice. 
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"Whm rite- Deaconi torf Gonwnere of the Trades' CorpcratioiiB, 
are pfevented by open and fair contracts for tnuaicipal work and 
Jobs of every kind, from selling their comtituentB' Uberliea, rights, 
and privileges, for such lucrative coniiderations, into the hand* of 
the Mericantile Chapmen, who, in most tonal, deal largely in thil 
species of mhke dare ttade, the advantages of unlimited Jury Trials, 
Mid QnanimouB V»dicts, will be better understood than they can 
wbH be at present, as the first steps to relieve from a comiptioD, *- 
very bit a« degrading and demwidizing in its effects, as Egyptiaa 
bondage. 

Sir, Having observed two ex ceBent letters in your paper of Sa- 
turday 'last, on the subject of Trial by Jury, I have been induced 
to take i»p my pen to recommend the serious perusal of those writ- 
ers' remarks to my felloW'citizens, wbo have petitioned against ihe 
uimiiimity of verdicts in the civil or criminal bn-aniEi of Scotland. 
When this matter came 'first tindor public discussion, I shall ctindtd> 
ly admit, that my private sentiments were decidedly in favour of 
decision by majority, bat from reading and hearing a great many 
sound arguments on the side of imanimity, my opnion has charged 
in favour of a doctrine, sanctioned by long practice, contrasted with 
*jne which chiefly rests upon rational theoL-y. The boasted superi- 
ority of a mere majority, in capital cases, when compared with ihe 
wiaer mode Of regulating a verdict by three-fourths of the Jury (vii. 
nine opposed to thre»,) vanishes " hke the baseless fabric of a vi- 
sion," and leads the reflecting mind to wonder at the blind predi- 
lection, which the people of this conntry evince, for the solitary cast- 
ing vote in their Juries, that must often affect the Kfe or the proper- 
ty of an individual to its utmost extent. In all discussions which 
do not immediately decide on the eiiistence or estate of any mem- 
ber of society, the omnipotence of a simple majority ia of very little 
comparative consequence, and so far unites the voice of reason with 
experience in it* behalf; but very different indeed are its conaequen- 
c«, when these involve the lois of life or property, on testimony 
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whicU doet'tiot appetr as evident to twelve honest nieii as tlie liglit 
of noon day* Though Judges, who are seldom in this country the 
peers of the jparties before them, wmj, with small inconvenience^ 
difier in-lheir' judgment of the case, it is of essential.moment, that ft 
Juiyioftwdvey-eqaalsin.rank and other ctrcumstanoes, should be 
unanimofisljr convinced of. the rectitude.of a verdict to be given &r 
or against this or that man, who trusts his all to their united deci* 
sion, after the most ^leliberate discussion among themselves, on ev* 
ery ppfticular which has or can conae befoire them. . When the unv 
nimity (or even three-fourths) of a Jury is required, either in civil' 
or criminal trials, surely life or property is better protected, than 
when guarded by one vote only, which can sanction tbeir decision 
in causes of vital importance; why not, therefore, try rather, to 
adopt impfovements-from our English neighbours, or other nations, 
before we hastily discard the mere experiment of extended Jury 
trial, that our own most exceptionable mode nny be preserved for 
ever with aU its glaring evils. That certain classes of my country- 
men may feel an instinctive horror against every thing in the shape 
of legal reform which appears in Scotland, is natural enough; but 
that the people in general should deliberately second such a feel- 
ings is more than I can easily comprehend, unless on the exploded 
and absurd principle, that because hitherto life, limb; liberty, and 
property, have been all, in our own law courts, often at the mercy of 
a single casting vote, they must and shall continue so for ever. Let 
the reader only extend this apprehension to cases of ■ sedition, trea« 
son, or any other state crime, and suppose fpr a moment that the Go« 
vemment of the country were to assume as despotic a form as it had 
some centuries back, veould he, under such circumstances, prefer a 
single casting vote or the unanimity of a Jury for his self predervm- 
tion, as a suspected, or even as an innocent man. Whence comes it, 
that almost every person, who has embraced liberal ideas on civil and 
religrious freedom, is in the list of advocates for the unanimity of Ju« 
rieSf if they were not convinced of its salutary effects for the piotec* 
tion of the subject against arbitrary sway. . While I lament that 
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many worthy miniaters of the goapd In this country are, on the score 
of conscience, for mere, majorities, I muse confesB that their oppoti- 
tion to unanimity startles me greatly, becat>se it tacitly accuKS those 
nations who have successfully adopted it, with somethiug little short 
of wilful perjury. Itut, un this head, I shall refer t!iem to youi' able 
correspondent's aoi mad versions, mentioned in the beginnbg of this 
letter, in the hope that the clergy here can and will vindicate their o- 
pinions, that hfe and property are better protected by one casting 
vote, than by the unanimity of Juries, on ecriptural or rational grounda. 
It may be here alledged, that I am deviating too much from the sub- 
ject, by introducing criminal causes at all, as they are not contemplat- 
ed in the pending bill— my reply is, that as life is dearer than prop^- 
ty, we should at least defend tiiQm,paripaisu, when auchanoprportu* 
nity as the present offers for incorporating the most valuable and 
least dangerous portion of English jurisprudence with our Scottish 
lawS) more especially as we have quietly submitted to a elmilar in- 
novation for hdlf 3 century in the Court o£ Exchequer, withvery lit- 
tle disadvantage to the subject or crown, and with griat benefit to 
the public at large. 

The force of truth and justice, aided by sound reason, appears, 
in my estimation, almost as irresistible on the consciences of twelve 
upright men, of common sense and education, for the purpose of se 
curing unanimous conviction, as the must common proposition in a- 
rithmetic can be of producing the same effect among a million of 
people possessed of one rational idea. 

We may probably, on this principle alone, account for the ten- 
acity evinced by all the American States (after tlie revalution 
which sealed their independence) to preserve inviolate that very 
part of Jury trial which now seems so revolting to the Scottish 
pride or national feeling, overlooking the memorable circumstance 
of the first settlers, in many of the United States being driven from 
their native country for conscience sake, and yet, strange to tell, 
tbeir descendants cling to the unanimity of Juries as oae of their 
most valuable privileges, at a period when they could easily have 
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trampled such a (tumbling block for e»er under their fret. Any petb 
son who will talte the trouble to coniult the ConBtilutioo of the Unit- 
ed States, moat frequently obKrTe the strong prepoMtSMOM which 
pervade tvery page of thiit work> in its details of their component 
pari^, to perpetuate that graud palladtum of civil righti, ihe un* 
animki) of Juries. Tlie people of New Jersey expressly declarr, 
tbat the Common and Scahite lans of Enghnd, as far aa hanelcfrire 
practised in that colony, aihl which are not repugnant to the eights 
and privileges contained in their charter, shall atiU remain ia foror, 
and that the ineUamable right of trial 6y Jury shall remain ook< 
ftrmed, as a part of the law of this colony, Ktlhout »pM/ Jar, 

In Pennsylvania, trial by Jury is deciartd to be a* htMtoion^ 

afid the right thereof to remain inviolate. 

No man, say tlie delegates of Mainland, ought la be found 
guilty of a crime, without the ttnanimaiit conaent of an impartiat 
Jurif. The anciftnt mode of trial by Jury, in all conCrovciBie* ai 
law, respectiDg property, ie denominated one of the ban ieenraiei 
of the rights of the people, in North Carolina, and ought lo cemain 
aatired and inviolable. It is moreover announced, that no freemaD 
»haU be convicted of any crime, but by the unammoM verdict of i 
Jury of good and lawM men, in open Court, ag lieretoforF used. 

Nothing but the desire to curtail my lucubrations prevents the 
addition of many eimilar eXtracta, which all tend to prove that every 
denomination of Christians in the United States, however tender 
fheir consciences in other respects may be, willingly admit the su- 
pfrciveHence of unaminitij in Juries, though they nevertheless pre- 
serve the conveniency of respactabie majorities in matters of generd 
moment, and thereby avoid the danger of one corffng vole as far 
as they possibly can, while wc in this part of the kingdom alone, 
cherish, on the contrary, a single decime voice in our Law Courts a« 
the very eaaence of true religion, liberty, and jualice. 

This anomaly in the opinions and practice of enlightened nari«| 
On matters of vital importance, demands all the conwderatiofl o 
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profouiMl philowjpher, the able statesman and the lober citizM, ii 
Uwrefore opens a vide li^ ^for temperate discussion, preTioiTt to 
■ay ha»ty or linal decinon on the grind point in queiHbn. The 
American) have wisely redaced their capital crimes to a very limit- 
ed number, but atill shelter Lfe and properly with the unorHoitfy of 
Juries; while vre, who have made no such retrenchment, persist in 
exposing the party accused tc. the random throw of one solitary die, 
in this part of tke empire called Scotland. That unanimous Juries 
hsTc occasionally screened the guilty, is amply compensated by 
their having more frequently saved the innocent, and were this not 
even the case, merciful verdicts sometimes at least temper the seve- 
rity of the Law or the Judge, in a moderate degree only, as the nu- 
merous executions in England, with all its popular unanimity of 
Juries, sufficiently evince. 

Few win deny, that more deliberation is requisite to procure a 
coincidence of opinion among twelve men, than a mere majority, 
because in the former alternative each feels bound to assii^n some 
reason or other, why he will or will not be of the same mind with 
his brother Jurors, in the awful disposal of life or properly, where- 
aa m either a minority or majority, every member commonly 6nds 
adequate numerical countenance for his particular vote, whatever it 
may be, and is consequently less sohcitaus about its justice or pro- 
priety, when be heedlessly follows the flock of sheep, which have 
perhaps, inslinctiveiy run after some potent Ram, or more timid 
Wether, either on the rigiit or wrong aide of the Juridical Fold, 

In the foregoing pages, I have endeavoured to inculcate the doc- 
trine, that unatiiiniti/, or a majority of threejburths in a Jury, waa 
in every respect preferable to our vaunted mode of trusting the 
dearest interests of society to that solitary casting vote, which 
might often turn the scales of justice too capriciously, one way or 
other, as chance or the impulse of the moment miglii affect the 
Juror so placed, at whose eventful nod the life or property of a 
fellow subject thus hangs In the most awful suspense, with a fear- 
ful sentiment of future responsibility, which no prudent man wiiT 
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Goiitempbte without horror. If innocence have been sometimet 
the victim of corrupt or inadvertent unanimities m Eaglaadf how 
much more is such a calanuty to be dreaded wherever conviction of 
guilt may aplely depend on the voice 9f .one man; suppotbg the 
people^ therefore^, aa men and Christians, in both couatiieaioii a 
footing of equality^ it cannot be denied that the chance o£ com^ 
mitting injustice is greatly lessened by unanimous verdicts* and even 
IB a numerical propprtion by respectable majorities, why. not then 
mther attempt the amendment of our ,oiBifn laws, than ruddy thrust 
bqm us for ever, the more salutary statutes of other countries. ^Sone 
persjonahave alleged, that the good folks of Scotland, are . afraid gf 
bringing on. their several shoulders^ by the proposed bil^^.more 
ILroubk than they are able. or willing to bear for the comoKMi wealf 
which they discreetly conceive to be already placed, as far as justice 
is Gooceraed, in bettf^r hands than their own $ consequently, -every 
innovation, however 'commendable, is decried as a needbts burden 
on society, which should be resisted accordingly, and no. ai^gfument 
can prove so powerful for this purpose as the plea of ^tender cOft« 
.science* This accusation tmust be built on a slender fowidatioD 
indeed, when we advert to the patriotic sentiments of our country* 
men, who certainly could never grudge a little extra labour in ao 
noble a cause as doing justice to their fellow-citizens, in the boa* 
CMU^ble capacity of. jurymen, either in civil or criminal auitSp • 
. The only rational pretence which the petitioners against the Jury 
BiU afford those who are in its favour, for the foregoing surmise, if 
the certain knowledge, that the measure embraces the uoaninaity of 
Juries as a sine qua non^ and at this supposed vulnerable point alone 
all the arrows of self-iuterest, under the mask of a national purity 
of morals and religion, have been dexterously levelled, whik the 
j^nister views of those who hold the full charged quiver, are con- 
cealed from the very archers themselves, who have boldly advanced 
Jo the charge in defence of Scottish prejudice or pohtical principlea. 
These nuiy be reasonable so far on the score of danger from peijury, 
hut as long as numerous oaths are exacted in favour of maay tUngSy 
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besides Government custdms and duties, in etery part of the em^ 
pire» witliout murmur or petition from those who must take thern, 
I see no particular call for expressing the popular dread of the above 
crime being committed by Jurors in trials affecting propertyj^ 
or in defence of their accused peers, whom they must acquit or 
coadenw onanimously, as is the custom among^ the freest, if not the 
best nations in the world, and which has even been so here in one 
of our most liberal Courts, during half a century. Are we never 
to embrace any improvement, because it exists in the laws of Eng« 
land, and not in those of our own country ? For my part, it would 
give me real pleasure to see every thing good in the former adopted 
iiere, and all that is radically bad in both systems renounced for 
ever ; provided this change could be effected gradually, and with- 
out any greater concomitant evil, than the bare apprehension of a 
man peijuring himself, by a unanimous assent to the justice and 
truth of a proposition, which may in general be made as evident, as 
that two and two are four, in every quarter of the globe. The 
bugbears of con£uiemeat without any meat or drink, nay, the more 
formidable obstacle of one perverse juror, to the cause of unanimity, 
are extreme cases, and not, I believe, without an adequate remedy; 
the subject, therefore, should be left open for continued discussion, 
that petitions in favour of the pending bill may yet be procured, 
before it be too late to 'obtain such a boon from the Imperial Par- 
liament, as the extension and reform of our jury trials, whatever a 
selfish overweening policy may desire, or a degrading apathy, 
among those deeply concerned in the general result of such a mea- 
sure, may passively permit, to exclude the people of Scotland from 
such a blessing for ever. Were they respectfully to remonstrate 
against the practice of packing juries, of permitting a certain set of 
men from making a trade of this saered right, or of any other 
abuses that may exist in the sister kingdom, which tend to lessen 
the inestimable privilege of jury trials, there can be no doubt of the 
Legislature lending a favourable ear to their suggestions, and the 
bill might consequently be so framed, as to meet the wishes of the 
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fi^ges herCf on libmd ^roimdsy piiiyvi4ed we cliKiialiy 'cmtbtmbt 
wuMimty at the great corner-ftone df ^ n^de Mfrie, ^Mlnch hiA 
already ttood tlie test of ages amidst ati the viciftsimdM ^ politkibl 
storms, and is foodij esteemed the fihe^ cmdtor of cGMstSfeutleWaA 
freedom, by the wise, the good* «md tjbe grMit of e^e«y pttt^ in thb 
peakn, wkh the solitary OEoeptioii of mimbers ^ -otiA* nikvft laitd, 
who are' acting under the iatipulse cif MRerest, earily prepossM^oM^ 
or retigious fears. That certain poitits of %he hill «k« objedtionAle^ 
most men wiU admit, and many wfll join m prbtcstiag '^p&m, «iie 
incon^renience of putting the jury trial wholly « t%e powei* icf tttij 
Judge, even ibr a limitsed time. Few perboas will Irpprotetif "die 
choice^ of a Foreman or Chaneettor being -eithef left til chance^ vft' 
placed in other hands, tSian his brodi^ Jutors, 4br*tlte tooA tbTioua 
reasons, and some will lindoabtedly ^coiKxive, ^4Mt 6tir J fl r ym e u in 
general, are as competent to decide on the Uno and the j/&d, under 
the guidance, when necessary, of the Jndge^ s» their En^sh or 
Irish brethren. 

On the above heads, one may well suppose, th!at Ae fifitnds x>t 
the bill were prepared to meet with and conciliate opposition, tbou^ 
Uiey could hardly anticipate the blind resistance whidi is now mak- 
ing to the self<«vident principle, that lile, property, and reputation^ 
are infinitely safer in the unanimous verditt of twdve upright e- 
quab, than they ever can be when left to the discretion ot one wa- 
vering, perhaps foolish man, either in the exalted post'oFa Judge, 
or in the more humble, but not less important station of a Juryman. 
One good effect, among many more, would naturally flow from uMt" 
^mity of verdicts, viz. They would not be so liable, as they often 
have been, to the severe animadversions of the bench, when deliver- 
ed on the side of mercy, though in conformity with the purest dic- 
tates of conscience, in the discharge of a most sacred duty, common- 
ly imposed upon one subject in the temporary defence of another, 
while the office of a Judge is one of great emolument and estimation 
through life, among its fortunate holders and numerous -competitors* 
It is worthy of a passing remark, that the instances arerwre indeeS^ 
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where a Jury is reprimandeii for the Kverity of their ilecisioa, 
though the reverse often happens for its lenttyi and thii naturally 
leads one to imagine that some innate feeling of jealousy here, bai 
origiiiaUy pointed out the unanimity of Juries to be iS essential fgr 
the protection of life or property, exposed to power, as the exclu- 
sion of particular profesaion* from the list of Jurors in capital trials. 
Hii'ery body conversdut with the laws and usages of England and 
Scotland, even in a superficial degree, will graut that both have 
their escellencies and defects, though on the whole, the liberty of 
the subject ia better ujidcratood, and more vigilantly protected in 
one kingdooi than the other, and iu no matter so conspicuously a* 
in that of Juries ilone. 

Tile duties of a Coroner and his Jury, are as salutary for the de- 
tection of guilt, as those of a Grand Jury are for the protectioit 
sf innocence, over the whole empire, this northern part of it escrpt- 
ed ; where I am led to believe we have no tuch judicious institutionst 
or any substitutes for them, which are equally ingifensive to [he 
Crown and people. It is admitted on all handle, that a proper plan 
should be devised for rendering Juries as useful as possible, by rx- 
tluding frorii them both extreme /g^Noroncc onApiecerti/; n result which 
would hardly fail, were a regular list published of all those deemed 
qualified for that responsible office by education, rank, or property 
in the several shires, towns, and districts. From such rolls in alpha- 
betical order. Jurymen could easily be selected individually every 
time, under each tetter in regular rotation, til] the whole had served 
once in that capacity, and their successive nominations might de- 
pend on a Committee and Preses of their own body, receiving an 
order from the Sheriff to that effect. This regulation would pre- 
vent both the packing of Juries, and that partial selection which 
may often load qualified Jurors with more than their due share of 
this indispensible duty to their fellow subjects, while a just mixture 
would in general be preserved, by taking one name only fiom every 
letter, as already stated. To a jury thus constituted, I can lianily 
conceive any fact, wtiich is to affect Lfe or property, can well be 
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more dubious than the simplest process in digital numeratioo^ and 
which can prove to the dullest comprehensiony how and why two 
Jburg make eigktf and two units constitute only a fourth part of the 
foregoing number. Till defect of title to property* or Cmrfeit of 
life* become equally evident to twelve reasonable men^ as the pro- 
posed numerical operation* every man in danger of losing cither* 
most feel an invincible repugnance to any verdict ag^nst him* which 
has not the comparatively infallible sanction of unanimity t whatever 
sentiments the presiding Judge or a legal adversary may form of a 
different decision. In such cases* wen appeals even granted* how 
seldom could they succeed* whatever might be the fate of a new trjai 
upon equitable grounds. 

Having already oncechanged my opinion on this momenttma svbject* 
I am far from shutting my eyes against the light of future convic« 
tion» and shall with great deference, correct any errors which I have 
committed* currente calamo, when these are pointed out by superior 
genius and judgment* tempered with that candour and spirit of con- 
ciliation which the present theme so justly merits from every Briton* 
The charm of one casting vote in Scotland* has* I suspect* so long 
bewitched us with its simple beauties* that we cannot easily compre- 
hfitid any such attraction in the wianimity of Juries as our ndghboura 
80 fervently admire ; but may not this at best be a national deluatoa 
in favour of a mere majority* which time* practice* and patient in- 
vestigation may yet enable us to cure. In popuhr language it is 
universally admitted that the sun riies and #e/#* though every per- 
son of ordinary talents and education must allow* that this apparent 
trtUh is at best but a vulgar error ^ which astronomy has long since 
discarded* in spite of national tongues* and in defiance of the ex* 
ploded notions of our ancestors respecting that glorious luminary 
and its diurnal career. Permit me to place for a nK)ment the com- 
mon notions of paramount unity in Scotland* in contrast with the 
irresistible power of English unanimity^ that the sun's supposed 
daily journey may typify the formeri while the bttcr shall represent 
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the naked truth, unveiled by the hand of sound philosophy in the 
enlightened rygioos of science, hberty and law. 

Having obaerved a selection of English cases and reports in some 
of the papers, which tend in the opinion of those who are hoMile to ■ 
the Jury Bill, to invalidate the excellence of unanimity of verdict, it 
may be proper to remark, that were equal diligence eserted, to ex- 
pnae the evils of a bare majority in our Scottish practise, there is at 
least a probability, that the instances of diHiculty, and what is iop 
finitely worse, of downright injustice, would greatly preponderate 
in favour of the Enghsh, and against the Scottish system of Juriei; 
but nobody being so deeply interested in the defeat of Civil Jury 
Trials in Scotland, as the majority of Lawyers in this city, wc can 
hardly expect the same persevering research in the abuses of a cast- 
ing vote, as hath been evinced in the detraction of unanimous ver- 
dicts. There ts nevertheless much reason to hope, that by keeping 
the subject alive as long as possible, an-ple justice may stdl be grant- 
ed to the arguments on both sides of the question, from the collision 
of sentiment which generally is productive of more good than detri- 
nient to society at large, whatever its effects may he on the sordid, 
prejudiced, or uninformed casuists, who assault or defend the una- 
nimity of juries, A verdict, thus given, is not the pErtin:iciaus sin- 
gularity of belief or opinion in one breast only, but rather the con- 
centrated essence of the whole twelve, founded on evidence alone, 
fuUy weighed and discussed in all its bearings on the fact, by Eng- 
lish or Scottish Junes, with a deliberate review of its intrinsic 
worth; whence, I conceive, a Jurymau may sometimes be forced to 
pronounce a man innocent, by a failure of proof, though in his own 
mind, the prisoner may appear td him really guilty. 

Thougii conscious of the discouraging prolixity of the present 
epistle, 1 feet an irresistible temptation to intrude with one para- 
graph more on the reader's patience, because it conveys a case some- 
thing parallel to the matter in dispute. In our constitutional trini- 
ty of estates, the expediency of simple majorities is wisely recognis- 
ed, and acted upon by each individusJly, but wlien an act is to be 
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pasied affectiog the interest or well-being of tbe wh«ie eAipiftti it 
can only become a law by the unanimous consent of ttrdict of lAe 
distinct members of tbe body politic, which thus crowns by ks tm- 
atdmUy the act that in its progress was regulated by nqoiities 
alone. 

My own hard case detailed in pages S9> &c. is no lane i&ustra- 
tioD of my doctrioes on the judicatory blessings, for which Scotland 
is indebted to her ancient friends and allies the Bourbom of .FraiiQey 
who certainly poseess that hereditary legitimate loire ta their liege 
subjects, which has been so ardent in all ages, as to burn^ massacfe^ 
and cieatroy some few millions of French FrotestantSy who .i£ seems 
are not yet much more attached to the Capeul Justice of those ab- 
noluce Dionarchsy than I am* who feel a natural antipathy to etery 
dish of Gallic origin, not excepting their cnMoary Omdet of juris* 
prudence, presented on a Scottish fryag pan, whence a freeman Jike 
ne is So apt to tumble from that ordeal, into the burning fire of 
legal ▼eogeance and fury for ever, though not yet quite in the pu- 
rified centre of rectilinear Paris^ or the flagrant Madrid* 

A brother Radical has furnished me with a narrative of bis tor« 
ture on the grand wheels of Law and Justice, in our ^^rioua free 
country, which can be authenticated by thousands of witiifsses* 
Hia story runs thus— Some few years ago. Major Caitwrtght, in a 
letter to Z, sent his compliments to Y, which accidentitty £dl into 
the hands of shehfif JT, who, with a brother officer fF, and a /wife 
comiftitatus, siezed Z*% desk, books;, papers, &c. carrymg htm off 
to prison for examination, where he was detained from 10 A* M* 
to 10 at night, but nothing xfaore heinous was found out against 
him, than being a respectable Ameriean merchant, and a ftliendly 
correspondent of the venerable apostle of Reform on Constitutional 
principles. It also happened, unfortunately, that Major C* had 
presented his compliments, in the intercepted letter, to another in- 
nocent Reformer V. He was likewise apprehended, and subjected to 
sr similar legal process with Z, for six hours, when the result of 
the scrutiny being equally fruitless, he was permitted to rejbm bis 
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wife and famityi wantonly npoard during that fntcrvat, to the mott 

excruciating sn open sr and alarm. In tl» absence of Vfromhis home> 
it was Tisited by A', and Ills myrmidons at mid-day, who fairly 
took possession of the premises, and sent to drijjj Y, from the bo- 
som of lits wife, and a large party of moat respectable friends, who 
that day Wfre all dining in the country with U, a Genllemdn of the 
best character in Glasgow, V was forthwith lodged in the com- 
mon jail, till A', and hia worthy coadjutors, were at leisurt to com- 
mence their official inquisition about his correspondence with Ma- 
jor Cart^vright, and another Gentleman, whi> is an honour to his 
country. 1' frankly acknowlc'ged being their correspondent oc- 
casionally, and he was iiiitantly mari:lied by A', and his understrap- 
pers, as a State prisoner in the streets of Glasgow, to his own duel- 
ing, at some distance, exposed of cuiirse, to the pity or contempt 
of his fellow citizens, as they might conceive him innocent or guil- 
ty, y was peremptorily ordered to deliver up al! hia political 
writings, which he as boldly refused, by v.^^y of atonement to his 
own irritable and wounded feelings, for the needless alarm to which 
both his lady, then pregnant, and a siiiter dangerously ill, and confined 
to bed, had been exposed by their brutal and dnmanly procedure, X 
began to bully, bluster, threaten, but 1" put all this bravado at com- 
plete defiance, leaving the Inquisitor to find what he came in search 
of, either by the second-sight, or the devil's asaistaiice, as he might 
deem best. By way of revenge for this manly behaviour. A' pro- 
ceeded to rumage, disperse, and explore all Vs husincts papers, 
books, vouchers, documents, 6ic. connected with mercantile trans- 
actions, for many hundred thousand pounds, and posted him back 
to jail for further examination as a suspected traitor to his king and 
country. By ten o'clock at night, finding their hellish ihachina- 
tions, and unreasonable blood-thirsty suspicions all baliled and ground- 
less, these very delicate and unworthy limbs of the law, most gra- 
ciously allowed 1' to retrace hia steps to the arms of an agonized 
wife, and distracted relatives. Y has been repeatedly advised tt; 
submit his cruel case to P:irIiTinient, but has Inthcrto been deterred 
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by the hopelesf prospect from 8uch a quarter; and nnce the Com 
Bin has been passed into a law» vi et armis^ against the people, he 
wholly despairs, and many thousands besides, of the smallest redress^ 
in future, for either public or private wrongs* 

I have authority for adding, th|it the above is only one instance 
of several persecutions, some of. them still more grievous to Yf and 
even more dishonourable to the high legal parties concemed» which 
would be submitted to the cogrnizance of an indigrnant public, were 
such a lash either profitable or pleasant, whik we remain in Rotten 
borough thraldom, and consequently daily exposed to the most in* 
fernal oppression. 

It is little short of thirty years since the gpreat and immortal LoM 
Melville, the bosom friend of the heaven-bom Reformer, William 
Pitt, took up the cudgels in favour of those injured burgesses arid 
freemen, in the venal corporations of Scotland, who then had too 
much reason to complain of their oppressive and tyrannical Magift' 
stracy, in almost every Royal Borough in the kingdom. The pa- 
triotic and disinterested labours of his Lordship, at that period, 
have been the blessed means of throwing into my hands, some vo- 
lumes of municipal truths, which shall appear in successive numbers 
of the Jurora BoretUu, as a luminous portion of those northern 
lights, or streamers, which, Deovolsntet I shall ei^hibit in my Loyal 
Speculum, to the admiring eyes of all my countrymen, who cannot 
yet be so well enlightened on that dark subject, as I have lately 
become* In fact, the longer this phosphoric sink of corruption and 
venality is contemplated, the more irresistible becomes the convic- 
tion, that Radical Reform alone can rid the land of so infectious a 
plague,' which too often affects the very physicians deputed to era- 
dicate it, that they even, sooner or later, fall a prey to its pestilential 
exhalations. Happily for the existing race of patients, either yet 
affected with, or exposed to infection by this civic cancer, many 
serious people have already taken the alarm, and are now so sick of 
the palliatives, which have been applied since the State Doctor 
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Dundss firit probed the subject to the quick, aa to be all alive in 
quest of the radical cure, in more than one of the Royal Boroughs. 
Indeed, some of the dnt camplainen ia this way, have been to 
effectually redressed, that it is now generally believed there will 
hardly remain one solitary Corporation i[i the country, whose rotten 
constitutions will not be radically renovated by the antiaephc pill* 
now prescribing by my worthy asBociate, Dr. Cartwright, and my- 
ielf, his indefatigable mate, for this portion of the political Laze- 
rettu, on the North side of the Tweed; and should our united la- 
bours prove efTectual, it is probable that a humble application will 
be made to the Crown, for a slight change in tile vulgar and pie- 
brian name of Car(-wright, to the more dignified appellation of Con- 
stitution — or State-tvright, with a coat of arms suitably blazoncdi an 
K> grand an occasion, with the appropriate motto, Mea gloria Lex. 
Mea porens Grex. Ulrumque gloria Rex. Besides the emblema* 
tical device of the sun rising fj-om thick clouds> with a scroll on 
his forehead, " I hope to speed." The whole escutcheon to be 
surmounted with the Pleiades in the BuU't neck, as typical of a 
Septennial Parliament, setting like Sol in the west, under the cha- 
racter of Apollo, poijiting to this significant verse, 

*' Luceo discedens aucto xplendore resurgam." 
This display of personal vanity should at least shield ua from tlic 
reproach of sheer democracy, and prove that'Radic^ls cannot, in reason 
or truth, be confounded with, or treated as levellers, whatever ob- 
jections they maj justly adduce against any unprincipled aristocracy 
of privileged orders, or the unlimited regality of a British King. 
After this little heraldic digression, we must look back to the self- 
elected Borough Corporations, their mode of appointing the Ma- 
gistrates, management of their own funds, and those of the public 
Charilies and Hosjntals entrusted to their superintcn dance, by peo- 
ple who know them not so well as I do, now from vouchers of 
undoubted authenticity, to which 1 shall constantly refer, as we 
advance in tbii longpoitponed iavestigation. I must honestly con- 
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frss, that much of the labour wUI be rather uphiil work; but as we 
stay in this couatry, ** a stout heart to a stay bray,'' or ^ a faint 
heart never won a fa'r lady^" If the task should prove as arduous 
in point of tiaae, as the siege of Troy, nothing short of death shall 
make jaae relinquish an enterprise, when I fairly eqabarl^ in it, which 
I have oftener than once evinced in my life already. The particu^* 
lars which will naturally be first discussed in the Aurora, may be 
thus classified, and treated in regular succession, when time and 
ap4ce win admit of more than that of Inverness; which shall ap- 
pear in tbis work, as a temporary illustration of the whole, that a , 
loyal Reforming friend of mine in that neighbourhood, may per- 
ceive that RadicaU are not unmindful of those pestilent ramifica- 
tions, which must yield successively to the real Refonn in Parliamentp 
90 long advocated by the venerable champion of that indispensable pro- 
ces9» unless we mean quietly to sink in despair, under the fatal disease* 

The epe^j§M£ron of Corporation Abuses which cry aloud for Re% 
form, may thus be stated. 

!• Self*£lection of Magistrates* 

II. Want of Jurisdiction of Accounts* 

III. Alienation of Public Property. 

IV. Contraction of Debts. 

V. Arbitrary Power* 

VI. Illegal Exactions in name of Cess, &:c* 

VII. Jobbing the Public Works, and other Misapplications of 
the Revenues. 

VIII. Lodging of Soldiers, and proportioning Stent. 

IX. Imposition of Taxes without the authority of Parliament. 
X* Refusing access to the Records or Council Books of the 

Bofoughs. 

XI. Comparative View of the Friends and Enemies of Munid^ 
pal Reform. 

XIL Miscellaneous Reports* 



Relative to No. X. the following printed document is once more 
jubmhted to pablic inspection,— It alone will speak volome*. 

INVERNESS. 
" On the 26th December, 1788, Baillie William Scott, mer- 
chant, 29 procurator for the whole Burgesses and Inhabitants, 
who had petitioned the House of Commons for Reform, in the 
personal presence of Phineas Mackintosh, Provost of the Borougfat 
Represented, That upon the I7th day of December, current, 
Alexander Mac donald, writer in Inverness, oneof the petitioners, 
and as agent for the other petitioners, delivered to the said 
Phineas Mackintosh, present Provost of the said Borough, a letter 
of wliich the tenor follows: — " To the Honourable the Provost 
and Magistrates of Inverness, 15th December, 1788. We the 
Committee of the Burgesses of this Borough, who have petitioned 
the Honom-able the House of Commons, for a Reform in the 
internal government of the Boroughs of Scotland, beg leave to 
request of you, that three of our uumber may have access to the 
Council-rccordsof this Borough, and be permitted to inspect the 
same, that we may be enabled therefrom, to give every informa- 
tion in our power to Parliament. Our petition to the Hononr. 
able House of Commons, was subscribed by every Burgess and 
Heritor of this Borough out of Council, eleven or twelve ex- 
cepted, and some of these last, who may be termed neutrals, 
highly commended the apphcation; and of the Town-conncil at 
that time, ten Members did subscribe the petition, vii. WiUiani 
Scott, merchant, Alexnnder Murray, merchant, Jamc:s Reid, 
merchant, Robert Rose, merchant, 0iarles Cnmming, merchant, 
Daniel Cameron, merchant, Simon Fraser, baker, John Grant, 
Deacon Convener of the six Incorporated Trades, John BailRe, 
deacon of the wrights, and Alexander Fraser, deacon of (he 
weavers. — If you incline that a scrutiny of the names subscribing 
our petition may be made, we require, that two or more of our 
number, may be called upon to be present, whom we shall ap- 
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point at any time you think proper. You cana^ but adnaitf 
that the Borgenet of this Borough never were permitted, not 
had they accets at any time to see the accounts of the Borough. 
—-No, not even the greatest part of the Town council, are eyen 
permitted to know any thing about the accounts or Town affairs, 
as many of us Burgesses, who hare been of the Town council, 
can testify. You also admit, that the Guild-brethren, when 
charged to meet to pay their quarterly duea, are never made ac- 
quainted with the sute of the affkirs of their Incorporation, but 
when they pay down their money, are expected to walkol^ 
They are not consulted in the disposal of the money thus paid out 
of their pockets, nor have a voice in the appointment of the per- 
sons who give it away, and manage their affairs: and you know, 
that great sums of this money have been lost by bankruptcies, 
and expended in law-suits, without their consent. EighieeR 
members of the Guildry are, by the present set, members of the 
Town counciL They are not elected by the Incorporation of 
Guild-brethren, but by the old Council, who only change two or 
three annually. That very large alienations of the Town's pro- 
perty have been made, will appear from the feu-book, and vAdch 
we require also to be permitted to inspect: That the anoount of 
the Town debts are very considerable, you well know; but in or- 
der that the same may be distinctly ascertained, we beg that you 
would furnish us with an account thereof as we are ignorant of 
them, being never consulted about them, although we are made 
to understand, that, by law, we are equally liaUe with you for 
the Town's debts. We cannot conclude, without mentioning the 
contemptuous manner in which you have hitherto affected to treat 
every appHcatioa or petition of the Burgesses, although you must 
admit, .that many of them are possessed of more property in the 
Borough, than any of the Town council; for you will find, that 
a very small share of the cess of the Borough is paid by the Mem- 
bers of Council, or a few others averse to Reform; for the au- 
thenticity of which, we appeal to the stent-books of the Borough. 
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* We request your answer to thia letter, on or before the 22d curt. 
' otherwise, we will presume that you decline the Bcrutiny, and ad* 

* mit the other facts stated in this letter to be true. We are re- 

* spectfuUy, Gi:nt!emen, your most obedient servants (Signed,) 
■ William Scoll, Preses, Sc.;' ■ which letter, was directed on the 
' back thus: " To Phineas Mackintosh, Esq. Provost of In- 
" vemeas." ' After reading of which letter, the said Baillie Wil- 

* liam Scott, fur himself, and as procurator and attorney, foieaaid, 

* represented. That upon the day above mentioned, the said Ale»- 

* ander Macdonald delivered to the said Phineas Mackintosh the 
' letter, of which, what is above engroesed, is a copy, requiring 

* him to return a written answer thereto, which none of the aub- 

* scribers of the same had hitherto i-eceived; and the satd Phineas 

< Mackintosh having acknowledged the receipt of the said letter, 
■ and admitted, that no written answer was returned thereto; 

< therefore the said Baillie William Scott, for himself, and as 

* procurator and attorney, foresaid, protested. That the silence of 
( the aaid Phineas Mackintosh, and the other Members of the pre- 
' sent Council, is, and shall be considered and admitted, to all in- 
' tents and purposes, as a direct and explicit admission on their 

* part, ofthe truth of the whole grievances therein mentinnedi and 
' that the said petitioners shall be at liberty to found upon the said 

* silence, as a refusal on their part, to comply with the requisition 

* therein made, in order to preclude the said petitioners from giving 

< the necessary information to Parliament; and as an admission on 
' the part of tlie Magistrates and Town-council of Inverness, that 

< the whole grounds of complaint stated in their petition to Parlia- 
' ment, and, in the above letter, are just, true, and well-founded 
> grievances and complaints: And thereupon protested, and took 



No, I. will be illustrated by the annexed statement. — " The 
Town council of this Borough, is composed of twenty-one mem- 
bcrs> whereof tbey only change five annually, and these are brought 
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in tho m^eecdiaf ycir^ i£ihek eonduoi on Comtr occaiiotif mrrilri 
tke approbation of the party in power; and if that ia not the caiCt 
any person acting contrary to the idtat of the leaidiag Blagistrate 
aid his patty is turned off the CauneUt never more to he em the list. 
And thitt it happens that the Magittrataa of Invemea conttnne to 
elect their 8ucceisort» and m«it do «> Cor cvet, if an alteration of the 
present aystem ia not obtained. 

M The manner of cfediag the Town Council, if moat absurd 
and rtdiculous. On the Saturday previous to the ekction« ike Pro- 
voitfjmr BuUetf Dean of GuiU and Treasurer^ nacet and deter- 
aine «nninio«sly» for the persoM to he brought in, and tabe turned 
off the CounciL The tame persona neet o» the Monday thereaf- 
ter, w&en they agfce in the same naanner, u to the persona to be 
cbotfea Magistiatea the neit day* The Dean of GoiU ia ckoted 
by the Town Councfi, and he names* hia own Council, though there 
if no authority for this practice^ by the sit of the Bocougbi and by 
these awans, the Members of the Guildey CorporatioB, hno no.vote 
in the afiiointmtat of the poraona who disposi of their fund* at plea- 
atts«f nor ar« they e«er calMttpo*,buf lo f9y their ^pmrter dues* 
In thia state, ih0 Magietrmjf ^ tkieplaoe ie o» h§Hditarj^maU€r^ 
tinsmlttcd by one nun, in favour of hia nearest conoectiout or 
adopted friend." 

No^ IIL wil be illnstmlod by the foBowing estf«ot>-»^< The re* 
I I— ta of tbia Borough dilapidated away withsn the laat century, 
by the diffmu t leading Magistmlea, in faaoura of thenadrea, and 
their adherents, for trifling ieu*dutiea, not euceeding ifSO par an- 
num, now ykld stow I09OCX) sterlings The revenuo of thsr Town 
\i at present jCSOO sterling a«year, or thereby; a grent part of 
which is expendedon entertainmenta and peniioM, to the frienda and 
adherents of the leaders* 

No. XL vnVL be sufficiently illustrated by the following ex- 
tfact:«^< There was tranamitted to tUa Committee, (the Ge- 
Dcpal Committee) by the friends of Reform in one of the Bo- 
tha ftdlowing dDndar .I«tter| which had heei^ writteaby 
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John Giieve, Esq. Lord Provost of Edinburgli, and Prews of ihe 
Town Councils, to the Magistrates of the different Boroughs, on 
the subject of the Bill for Reform depending in Parhament. 

'• Letter from John Grieve, Esq. Lord Provost of Edinburgh, 
Preses of the Annual Committee of Convention of Town Councili, 
to the Magistrates of the several Royal Boroughs. 

" ' Gentlemen— The persons engaged to obtain vuhat they ter™ 
' a Reform in the Internal Government of tile Royal Boroughs of 

• Scotland, having, in consequence of various Petitions, obtained 
' leave to bring forward their Bill on that head, for the future con- 
' sideration of Parliament, and vrhich was not objected to, but a- 
' greed to he acquiesced in on the part of the Royal Boroughs, 

• solely with a view to shorten that contest : A copy of which Bil I 
' having been laid before the General Convention of the Roy- 
' il Boroughs, they have directed me, their Preses, to transmit 

• to you the inclosed copy thereof, in which you will observe, 

• that the blanks in that Bill have only been filled up in Italics, entirc- 

• ly agreeable to the former copy thereof, as published by these Re- 

• formers, in order more fully to shew, that their plan is really totally 
' subversive of the ancient Constitutions of the Royal Boroughs. 
' They, therefore, desire you will take that Bill immediately under 

• CO n side ra I ion, together with the printed case in behalf of the Roy- 
' at Boroughs, and others therewitli sent, and transmit, without delay, 

• either to me, or to Mr. Joliu Blair, the agent here for the Royd 

• Boroughs, such remarks at may occur to you in regard thereto, sb 
' as the Annual Committee may be fully prepared, before the meet- 
' ing of the ensuing Session of Parliament, to oppose its being parsed 

• into a law. At the same lime, I have to observe, that, as the 

• House of Commons have crdered notorial copies of the Charters 

• and Sets of the Royal Boroughs of Scotland, to be laid before them, 

• you will take care to pay attention thereto, and transmit these also 

• to Mr Blair in due time. You will also particniarly inform hitn, 
•what 8 the particular practice of settling theaecounlsofyourTrea- 
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* surer or Cham1>erlaiii9 that is to say^ whether these be cleartd anntt- 
' ally; and after being audited^ whether, in terms of the order of 

* Convention, they dp lie open for the space of eight days, in your 

* Council-chamber, or usual place of meeting of Council, for the in- 

* spection of such of the Burgesses as may inctine to examine the 
*8ame. 

* By their directions, I also here inclose a list of the names of sub^ 

* scribers to the petition presented to PaHiament in name of several 

* inhabitants said to belong to your Borough. This, the Conventioa 
' desire, you will immediately scrutinize, and return either the Hst 

* itself to Mr. Blair, or an exact copy thereof, marking the character 

* or description of each person contained In that list, in so far as con- 

* nected with your Borough; that is, whether they are actual bur- 

< presses, or only honourary ones; whether they be resident or not: 

* and if not, where they do reside, their respective trades and oc- 

* cupations in the Borough, and particularly whether they are men- 

* bers of any incorporation of trades, heritors of houses or lands 

* within the same, or what proportion in number these subscribers 

< bear to the other burgesses, heritors, and inhabitants thereof; or 

* what share of the public burdens these do contribute, in proportion 

* to that paid by the other inhabitants. 

* You have also inclosed a copy of the particular charge stated by 

< the Reformers against your Borough in regard to the manage- 

< ment of the funds thereof; as to which you will also furnish Mr. 

* Blair with your particular answers. 

* To these objects I doubt not you will pay particular attention, 

* and punctually comply therewith as early as possible. For the 

< welfare of the state of Boroughs. And with all due respect, 

* I am, 

* Gentlemen, 

* Your most obedient, and most humble Servant, 
(Signed) *JOHN GRIEVE, Preses. 

* Edinburgh, September, 9ch, 1788.* 
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" It appeared from thia Letter, that in oppoeiag the Bill for 
Reform, ifie Town Councils proposed to make a scrutiny as to the 
penons who had Mgned the different pelitions presented in favour 
of Reform; and to describe whether lliey were burgesses, heritors, 
inhiibitants, members of in corporations, or what other station they 
held in the respective boroughs, what proportion ihey bore in 
numbers to the other inhabitants, and what share was paid by them 
of the public burdens. 

" This Committee, confident that in every Borough which haa 
acceded to Refomi, a great majority, both in numbers and extent of 
pnjperty, favoured Reform, had always wished for an investigation, 
or scrutiny, of the nature pointed out by Provost Grieve, provided 
it could be obtained upon fair and impartial principles. 

" It occurred, therefore, that both parties being desirous of a 
scrutiny, there was the fairest opportunity of ascertaining the point 
in question, and of having the truth distinctly stated to Parliament, 
by appointing in each Borough, delegates from both parties to con- 
duct the scrutiny, on just and equitable principles, a mode which 
they conceived the Town Councils could not possibly decline, if 
truth only was the object of their inquiries. 

" The Committee of Convention accordingly, on the 17th No- 
vember 1781, wrote to the Burgesses a letter, which, bo far as 
concerns this subject, was in the following terms: — 

" ' There has been lately transmitted to us from Anilruther, a 
' copy of a Circular Letter, sent by John Grieve, Esq. Preses of 
I the Annual Committee of Convention of Town Councils, to the 

• Magistrates of the different Boroughs. We deem it extremely 

• material, that the contents of this letter should be known to all 
' the burgesses inleriated in Reform, and therefore we have printed 
' and annexed the same to our present communication. It discover 
» in the Magistracy a high degree of minute attention and industry 
< in theu- opposition to Reform. Such conduct, on their pa^t, 

• must convince you of the necessity of the utmost vigilance and cx- 
' ertion. To the scrutiny of names proposed to be made by the 
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Town Couneibf we^ to our General . Initructionf , of 2l8t July, 
caBed your early attention* The propriety of what we ther^ 
recommended^ in order to defeat the objects of the Town Coun« 
cilSf has since been made more indisputably evident by Mr* Grieve'a 
Circular Letter, to which we here allude. 
«< < We cannot allow ourselves to believe^ that^the .Magistracy 
can wilfully make an unfair report of the scrutiny. AGstakea 
may occur from inattention, or imperfect information; bat from 
whatever cause it has happened, we are well informed, that in some 
Boroughs, the Magistrates have made reports of the scrutiny 
grossly erroneous, which, unless refuted, will no doubt be em* 
ployed to mislead the determination of the Legislature* 
** * In order, therefore, to prevent all mistakes in the scrotinyf 
we think, that the Committees of Reform in the difierent Bo- 
roughs, should make immediate and direct application to the Ma- 
gistrates and Council, to have the same made at the sight of per« 
sons mutually appointed* This surely is the most unexceptionable 
manner of executing the business, where there is no object in view 
but the discovery of truth ; and therefore, if the Magistrates re- 
fuse to comply with so reasonable and just a propositioB, the 
Burgesses ought to take protests on the refusal* Such protests 
will place the conduct of the Magistracy in its proper light, and 
ought by no means to be omitted, if they decline to make die 
scrutiny in the candid manner here proposed*' 
'* The Magistrates so far as hitherto known, have anifimiily 
refused to concur in the proposed ^rutiny, as appears from the 
protests and reports that foUow* These are offered only u exam- 
ples of a fact which is known to be general throughout almost all 
the concurring Boroughs, namely, that a majority of the Bur- 
gesses, in respect of both numbers and property, are on the side 
of Reform. If this were not the case, the Mi^stracy would not 
to studiously avoid entering into a fair and impartial scrutiny, by 
faieans of persons mutually appointed by the two contending parties." 
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XII. Will be illustrated by the following extract;— 
" The inhabitants of this place (Inverneu) have much reasoa 
to comphiii of the actions of their Town Clerk. A Gentleman 
connected with the personi in power, resident in Edinburgh, i» 
appointed Town Cleric, who appoints a depute, and these Gentle* 
men have doubled their fees in every matter connected with their 
office, within theaehatjSt« years (1789.) And it often happeni, 
tliat neither they, nor any servant of theirs, cai be found in Town 
to conduct any part of the buaioess, so that the inhabiunts pay 
for two clerics, when, in fact, they have none." 

The intelligent reader will perceive, at one glance, kow this great 
question of municipal Reform and abuses depends upon, and is 
eupported by the existing Rotten Borough sj-jtem, against both of 
which cancerous or ecrofiilous evil», no royal touch in Christendom 
can be so complete a specific as Radical Rcfurm in the House of 
Commons, upon constitutional principles. Here is the real old 
English Panacea for all the urban plagues aud corporate miseries 
which have persecuted us for year?, and can alone be fostered any 
longer by the arcana of Pandora's box, being perversely shut up, 
while the deleterious snufTwliich it contains, is liberally distributed 
in gold and silver toys, among those citizens, who swear as free 
masons, to keep the secret from the whole string of auch Novices, 
as I have hitherto been, whatever may be the fate of the general 
mass of their fellow citizens. This reminds me of a toast once given 
by a waggish doctor at 3 faculty dinner. " May all those who are 
siet get well." What! exclaimed the President, was there ever a 
sentiment given here so very mal — ! Softly! the indignant ion of 
Galen replied on this interruption,—" quite apropos, and may 
all those who arc well get sick." We need hardly add, that the 
laugh took a different turn, and made the old abashed Hippocrates as> 
sume that cast of countenance, pro tempore, which goes by his name 
among the whole college of physicians. Corporations have, in 
the bady politic, the very same congenial feelings as those medical 
leeches now deicrifacd, for they might, with e^ual bontity, decUce 
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tfaexr munldpil ^riA to plander eveiy fat goosey who grazes with* 
out the limits of their own privileged greeoy unless when they want 
to convert him into a decoy duck on sqpie particnlar occadons. Hav. 
lAg the whole ingenious process oT such transformation deiuled in 
authentic documents by me, my countrymen wfil doon become ak 
great adepts in these occult sciences as myself, provided any, or aD, 
di them associates into a Flett^er Cluit on principles similal* to th^ 
Hdfkpden Association in London, and in honour of the celebrated 
dcoUkh patriot of that name, generally styled Fletcher of SaUouh* 
In some of my early papers in the Aurora, the rules and plan of 
•uch a society will be respectfully submitted to the community for 
revision, amendment, or alteration, before it can be finally adopted 
at the Caledonian capital, where we may reasonably hope for faith- 
ful aid from all or most of the Trade's incorporations, for the 
dea^iest • reasons, unless they can be much better treated by the 
Merchant Company here, than their fellow-craftsmen have hitherto 
been in most, if not all of the Royal Boroughs. . Beiog. a speciet 
of discarded chapman myself, I shall have no objection to take 
shelter among the first hammermen who may choose to admit me as 
a member of their craft, with a political sledge malletn or foreham- 
mer, that I have luckily laid my hands on in Glasgow* A few hard 
knocks on an anvil of tried metal will speedily eSect that funda« 
mental reform of the honeycombed piece of ordnance^ which I con- 
sider every venal corporation to represent, which is commonly pro- 
:ducedby recasting the whole body in a proper mould on mechanical 
and constitutional principles, and which alone can render it a mortar 
safe for friends to approach, destructive only to unnatural £op^ who 
may desire rather the ruin than the salvation of their native country. 
The particular vouchers which are coming forwards, relative to 
public institutions and charitable foundations in Scotland, will pre- 
sent a strange picture for the contemplation of the devout Christians 
in this fovoured land, who have permitted such violations of com* 
mon honesty to pass unexposed and unredressed for many revolving 
years, thppgli they.muat know, that the robber of the widow, the 
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orphaO) and the poor, ia one of those miicreaotti against mhont 
the most dreadful denunciations are to be found in every page of 
Scripture, and much more worthy of the gallows, than moat of the 
unhappy wretches, whose existence and career is terminated so coii- 
apicuuusly, pro bono publico, while wholesale thieves are allowed to 
escape with impunity in pereoni pursC) or even character. Nay, it 
hai more than once happened, that the plunderers of the public 
charities, and oppressors of the pour man have attended far less 
criminal panneis, in their official capacity, to witness the last awful 
process of law, which, had justice been dune, would have long before 
prevented all such magisterial attendance, either ou the scaffold, or 
at the usual public dinners, which, horrible to relate, iavariably fol- 
low such executions, and which, it is said, the clergy also often 
grace with their divine presence, 

When the terror of invasion haunted every British head, and 
alarmed the stoutest heart, by the menaces of the triumphant N^ 
poleon, of by-past years, there might have been some plausible 
pretence for deferring both radical and ramical Reform, but as that 
prostrate devil, or dog of his day, has loet both his fiery tail and 
fearful teeth, we may now sit quietly down, and ferret out, if we 
can, all the sly foxes who have been feathering their neata, while the 
demons of war, desolation, and bloodshed, have been tearing the 
vital members of Europe to pieces, at the eapence of the spirit, life, 
and sinews, of the whole empire, though, in some respects, no doubt 
in the very acme of its renowned career of martial &me. Now, 
or never, is the period for the upright sons of their country to step 
forwards, and strangle corruption, before it collects force enough by 
ilB diabolical mutes, to whip the bow-string round the neck of every 
genuine loyalist in the kingdom, and put renovation down with a 
vengeance, for ever, by some new belligerent mantcuvre, to entangle 
the nation for the next thirty years to corac; as it is now tolerably 
obvious, that a similar motive has been operating during the same 
apace which has just elapsed, and exactly in the manner predicted in 
this place. If taxes have really arrived at their nepltis ultra already, 
it is not the menated assessment on Scottish shops, warehouses. 



L 



17S 

ftc. that ciii cberiih t^ demon of conteit mvch loogn-y aoi it 
itqmtf tar so daring a purpoae^ all we have yet left which we can 
idil call our owd» and then the support and couotenance which 
ladical Reform must receive from some quarto or others will, of 
caaje^tf arrifetoolate to he of the smallest service to the existing 
Crovemment, whatever its salutary effects may he on the great nUMi 
of the people, or on the wd£ire and prosperity of their future 
state. 

At an early period of life I returned from the West Indiies, after 
a residenoe of three years, and having finished a fimited coorae of 
Medical studies at Edinburgh, fortune landed me on the shores of 
India. Soon after my arrival, I was exposed as a soUtary Medi« 
cal man, who knew not a word of the native languages of that couiu 
fry, to the charge of a large detachment, which had an action 
with the Mahratta army, and sustained some loss in killed and 
wounded on the spot. The distress which I and my patients, of 
course, suffered, from a complete inability to understand each o« 
ther's communications, sunk deep into my mind, and impelled me 
immediately to study the Hindoostanee tongue, as the general speech 
of all the British Indian territories, inhabited by perhaps fifty mil. 
lions of Asiatic subjects. The Company's Civil and Military aer- 
^ranU assured me, that the common language, then fooHdily caHed 
Moors, was a jargon, without rules or grammar of any kind, and that 
many much more dever fellows than myself, had vainly attempted to 
make any progress in such studies. This rather inflamed than damp- 
ed my ardour; I insisted that millions of men could not possibly con* 
verse without certain laws and limitations, in thrir vernacular tongue, 
and staked my credit as a sclu^r, that I not only would acquire 
the Hindoostanee, but demonstrate its actual possession of a gram- 
mar. My resolution and perseverance were stigmatized as lolly, 
madness, vanity and arrogance, till, with the labour of fifteen years, 
and the expenditure of ten thousand pounds, I completed a large 
Grammar and Dictionary of the popular tongue, and many other 
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booksi wUichi to this day, ire eatcpmcj by the natives, and my owu 
countrymen, as standard works, made litde shurt of the )ie piut 
ultra of philological perfection, by one resolute effort of a determin- 
ed spirit, which no obstacles could overcome. This invincible ar- 
dour can be here best illustrated, by one of my friend. Major Cart- 
wright's many instructive anecdotes, which may yet do good to 
eome of my juvenile countrymen, who have to fight their way un- 
aided, almost from the cradle to the grave, as I have done. On 
the West India station, a fine young midshipman, the favourite of 
the officers of the ship in general, had some iiow or other offended 
his tyrannical captain. The ingenuous youth was put in irons, and 
kept a close prisoner in that destructive climate for some time. 
The first lieutenant with a son-owful countenance, went one 
morning to Charles, for that was the stripling's name, and said. 
My dear boy, the captain has sworn a terrible oath that you shall 
die in these very chains. Did he, by G— ? retorted the gallant 
tar, while the flash of indignation gleamed on bis fine blue eyeij 
had he not told you his infernal purpose, I might, to be sure, 
have soon gone to Davie Joues' locker, from a prison like this; but 
now, I am determined to. live, in spite of the despot's teeth. He 
did survive the captivity, and in a few succeeding years, became one 
of our first rate naval heroes, while his oppressor, not long after 
this act of tyranny, played the coward in a sea-fight, and sunk 
ignominiously into a dishonourable grave. May such be the ijivari' 
able fortune of every noble soul, similarly contrasted, with a base vile 
spirit, for the truly brave never can be deliberately cruel or unjust! 

In process of time, my philological progress in Oriental literature 
pointed me out to Marquis Weilesley, as the experimental Atlas of 
his intended Calcutta College. T stood the lest with ecbl; the 
establishment was founded, and I became a Professor, with a liberal 
salary, which alone, after a variety of revereefl, euablod me to re- 
visit my native shore, with a very moderate compelcncy. To that 
accomphshed Nobleman, 1 owe my preservation from a Jail, then 
ready to receive me as a poor author, over head and cars in debt, 
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by his literary exertionsi to serve his Honourable Mssters^ duiing a 
lexicographical slavery of fifteen long years. Whatever opinion I 
may have of the Noble Marquis' politics as a Statesman, my heart 
never shall forget its obligations to him, as the only efficioit patron 
I had the good fortune to meet with in Bengal; nor will it soon be 
{nsensible to the greatest favour he ever conferred upon mci by de- 
claringy in a full assembly of my colleagues^ in the Colle^ that aa 
he was sure of learning the naked truth about the progress of the 
Hindoostaoee class from its Professor, he heartily rejoiced to find 
my report, on that particular occasion, so very favourable. 

Having, before my departure from Calcutta, undertaken an e« 
laborate College Theme, for disputation, at the annual examinationy 
in which I triumphantly contrasted the moral, and other ei^cellencies 
of the Christian dispensation, with all those of the East. . I brought 
on a serious affection of my head, which eccreased to a dangerous 
vertigo, that hurried me home, when I found that the subject on 
which so much pains had been bestowed, was suppressed, through 
the machinations of some artful Moasulmans^ then high in favour 
with some persons about the Court, though siaiilar points had pre* 
viously been mooted with applause, which affected the Hindoos a]one» 
The chagrin of mind, and real shock that my health sustained on this 
trying occasion, certainly drove me home some years sooner than 
I intended, and consequently so much the poorer in purse, as weE 
as in constitution. I brought letters of high reoommendation to the 
Ministry, and Court of Directors, as a meritorious servant of the Coo^ 
pany, from my patron the Marquis of Wellesley. They produce^ 
from my Lord Castlereagh, a very hospitable dinner; from Lord Sid- 
mouth's Secretary, three lines acknowledging the receipt of my comr 
munication; and from the immortal William Pitt, the most profound 
silence. With the Court of Directors, I some how or other fell 
under a suspicion of having returned home as an agent of the Go* 
vernor General's, with hostile intentions against the College at Hert- 
ford, as if either Marquis Wellesley would have acted a part so 
unbecoming his exalted station, or that I even viFOuld have stoop- 



ed low enoHgh for so degrading an errand, "riiis doubt havina; 
been cleared up, I belier?, to the Court's aatiBfaction, they gave 
me a temporary charge of the Hindooitanpe class, at iheir new Col- 
lege, but there the overbearing temper of a divine Principal, and 
the undermining intrigues of an ecdeaiantieal colleague, made me 
so sick of the situation, that I wag fain to leave it, after a trial Of 
two months, especially, when I found my Oriental predecessor was 
jostled out of his appointment by the very person for wliom he wbb 
mainly instrumental in procuring the best birth in the Colk'ge. A 
generous breast may, in this place, naturally ask in wliat way I 
ha\-e been remunerated for literary toils in India, of the moat Her- 
culean kind, and I shall candidly tell him, that my Surgeon's pen- 
sion only has been continued with a grudge, and will probaWy bb 
taken entirely away, when the Honourable Court leant, that a pen- 
sioner of their'a has dared to be«ome a Radical Reformer, If so, 
thfy are most welcome, for I never felt the amalleat ambition of be- 
ing what Johnson prematurely termed, a hired slave of fHaU) nor 
am I one of those cunning Jews Who wonld either buy or sell a birlh. 
right for a mesa of pottage. 

My contemporaries who studied the languages of the priests and 
the courtiers of the East, have been raised in "rank, wealth and ho- 
nour, far above the plain man, whose lahoura were directed to a 
general knowledge and cultivation of the popular tongue, that my 
countrymen might thence be enabled, immediately on their arrival, 
to be useful to their employers, comfortable in themselves, just and 
learned as Magistrates, among the natives, in proportion to the ne- 
cessity of such graduated proficiency, connected with iheir various 
duties and pursuits in life, on this self-evident principle, that any fo- 
reigner, who, in England, shall first learn our Temacular speech 
accurately, on grammaricat principles, can never afterivai'da be at 
the least loss to make whatever progress he chooses, in any language, 
art, or science, which could, in any way, be requisite forhis own, 
or his connections' welfare and proiperily- Had the British Indian 
GoveromentB, many years ago, acted on thehinti and advice submit- 
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ted by mtt from time to timcy to them, on tlit foregoiDg broad pric- 
ciple» the East India Company would have been at this day some 
hundred thoiM^nd pounds richer than they are at present, though I 
must confess, they could not have evinced so much zeal for the glo- 
ry of God, if that really consisu in giving his holy priests the fat 
things of the earth, while a p€>pular speech lay-man, like me, can 
hardly get a marrow bone^ to pick, without a snarl and a grudge 
irom pious men. If I meet with due encouragement, I shall engage, 
in a very short time, to submit a plah to the Court of Directors, 
which shall be attended with more beneficial consequences on their 
Civil and MiliUry servants, with respect to both ocddental and o- 
riental education, than their present expensive and preposterous sys* 
tern, and at, perhaps, one-fourth, or one-sixth of the coat; but as 
I said before, there will be no meretricious trappings, eidier at the 
head or foot of my simple method, as the whole will be plain sailing 
.on the wide sea of truth, reason, justice, and sterling merit, impel* 
kd by that divine spirit, caUed honest emulation. 

In short, the scheme would rather prove a game at chess than 
backgammon, hazard or cards, and, of course, the chances for 
blockheads, or chips, of ^he same stamp, would be slender indeed, 
unless the fire from my elliptical, hieroglyphic tinder-box should 
prove potent enough (and this is not imposnble) to kindle an intel- 
lectual flame, even in a mason's mallet, or a footstool. The letters 
which I brought from Marquis Wellesky to the Court of Directors, 
'made me expect, at least, a remunerative pension for unexampled 
diligence and proficiency as an Oriental scholar, but so far have my 
expectations been deceived, that by some hoau pocus trick, my me- 
dical pension, to which, in equity and justice I have every right, baa 
been converted into a boon, revocable at pleasure, perhaps, with a 
prospective view to my kicking against the pricks, as I am now- 
doing. Be it so: I shall never repine at the enjoyment of freedom 
for so paltry a sacrifice, diough, God knows, many a devout saint 
would think himself a poor sinner, were his pockets as thinly lined 
as mine. I certainly once made an appeal on the subject of m^ 



claims, and comparative res angusta domi, to the conscience of a 
person, who 1 conceived to be 3 second Aristides, but, to thia day. 



there has been no return from the Court, and I ai 




neither better nor worse off than my pecuniary stf 


ite was prior lo 


this application. 




With respect to my own individual interest, evei 


1 my enemies at 


the India House wii! admit, that I have never be. 


en importunate. 


though they certanily heard from mc, as a small ii>ducement to the 


generous present of Five Hundred Guineas, which 


was some years 


ago made to my hterary friend and assistant, Capt. 


Roebuck, now 



a distinguished Oriental scholar at the college of Calcutta. One 
reason, perhaps, exista for my medical pension being held by the 
feeble tenure of bene placilo, contrary to all iithera of the same sort j 
viz. I, a poor surgeon and pensioner in the Company's service, had 
the audacity to tell a great Director, {in the presence of my de- 
ceased friend, Col. Ijamington Baillie, on his observing that I was 
talking nonsense) that I would not permit him or any man to tell 
me to my face that I was a fool, whatever he might choose to say 
behind my back, when I could neither make a physical nor mental 
defence in my own behalf. Should this surmise be true, I do not 
envy the gentleman in question, for either his triumph or magna- 
oimity, as, if unavoidable, I shall throw so insignificant and de- 
grading a bounty from my hands, with as much complacency and 
ladifFerence, as the African lion can shake the dew drops of heaven 
from his shaggy mane, when he rises refreshed in the morning to 
hunt after his daily prey. 

Both abroad and at home, 1 have on every occasion, done all in 
my limited power to oblige and assist my juvenile countrymen in the 
auccessful prosecution of their Oriental or foreign pursuits, nor was 
roy door, in the distant regions of Asia, ever shut against a Cale- 
donian, who brought the smallest claims on my hospitality, for all 
which, I have been amply repaid by the consciousness of having 
done no more than the duty of a good citizen, even while under 
perJtcution in my native place. The crime of a fruitless and vain 
7. 
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notoriety baa industrioasljr been stuck on my sbouUerSy whereTer 
there was the smallest plea Cor such a malignant handbillf and* in 

00 instance^ was it more conspicuous, than on my daimingy as heir 
generals the Borthwick peerage, before I knew for certaioy that it 
was limited to heirs male, or that ' other families had a better title 
than my own* To those respectable relatives, on both ndes of the 
question, I can here proudly refer for my candid and impartial be* 
haviour from first to last of that contested and still depending point. 

1 not only offered every aid in my power to soothe both partiesy but 
stood forwards as a volunteer peacemaker of a breach which juvenile 
indiscretion had effc^cted on one hand, and wounded pridCf rather 
encreased, than closed on the other, in spite of all my persevering 
effimts to the contrary. 

At this moment, when my propinquity is beyond a doubt 
established to be nearer one of the litigants than the other, I con* 
tinue to profess my invariable sentiments and wishes, that hey whose 
right it is, shall succeed, from a conviction, that political might, in 
such a contest, may confer more disgrace on a successful candi« 
date, than real honour, because, in my estinntion, genuine No- 
bility of Soul, is the only peerage that can prove ctemaL 

This Sterling Woitb, that Diamond pure shall be 
A Peer-*of the first magnitude— lo me. 

Should my Borthwick kinsmen ever see these lines, I fbndl' 
flatter myself, they may all learn to seek justice without harbour-* 
in g any dishonourable passions of envy, malice, or revenge, since K 
have ample reasons for saying, that those who have been deemecf 
unfeeling agressors, from a concurrence of unknown events, do not 
merit the reproach, on the contrary, their hearts are as much alive 
to all the charities of human nature, as some of their most interested 
calumniators, who are, by no means, the principab in this nnfbr^ 
tunate family warfare, whatever they may have mutually done to 
imbitter, foment, and prolong it to every body's cost but tlieir 
•wn. 



lotne veiy importunate demands for a subscription for the 
d Lord Melville's monument, my ordinary answer was, that 
there being so 'great a number of my countrymen who !iad benefited 
by his Lordship's munificence and patronage, there could be no ne- 
cessity for application to a man who did not owe the deceased a 
single sixpence worth of gratitude, since, if every individual, who 
was lOOOL the richer by his departed patron's influencei woidd 
gratefully acknowledge, at the rate of 1001., fur such a notable 
purpose, there could be no douht of a mausoleum lo honoured 
worth, soon rising in majestic pomp, to look down on the good 
City of Edinburgh, from Arthur's seat, for ever. I must, never- 
theless, acknowledge, that his Lordship did me the gracious honour 
of conveying my letter, with three volumes of Hindoostance 
Philology, splendidly bound, to His present Majesty, though I 
never yet learned, whether that ponderous Work was ever dignified 
with an humble niche in the Ropl Library or not. Lord Melville 
had, moreover, the generous politeness to own receipt of some plans 
from me, for establishing a naval corps of natives at Prince of Wales' 
Island, as a nursery for Lascars, (Lusiikiireen) in time of war, for 
the safe navigation of our Indian ships, and for the belter preserva- 
tion of our seamen, in those destructive climates, from the wooding 
and watering duties that kill them in scores. To the best of my 
recollection, I likewise advised, that the negro regiments in the 
West Indies, should be converted into seamen or marines, for mar- 
tial and menial services in both hemispheres, with less local danger 
than niight yet attend their existence in great bodies at Jamaica, or 
in any other of those islands, and my nautical observations were 
closed with an effectual mode of manning the Royal Navy, in peace 
or war, without hurting the feelings of those gallant fellows, or 
subjecting them any longer to a very harsh and unjustifiable con- 
»cnption. These communications have long lain dormant, perhaps, 
in some of the Admiralty pigeon hoLs, and may never ace the 
light of day again, imless our political Aurora perform a serious 
incubation, to liatch them here, even in a colder latitude, than 
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tbe meridian of the British metropolis. In the event of thit Poli« 
tical Journal meeting with the general encouragement^ whkbf I 
trusty its contents will yet merit ; such countenance from my couii^ 
trymesy may induce me to conunence a Popular Winter and Sucsr 
mer Course of Lectures* on the most prominent and striking fea- 
ture's of Man's Eventful History^ since he sprung from the plastic 
hands of an Almighty and All-bounteous Creator. The discourse 
will touch, vrith a powerful though rational pencil, in regular biic« 
cession, the foUovring objects of universal interest to mankind: vizm 
Remarks on the Origin and Progress, Use and Abuse of Elemen- 
tary and General Education, Morality and ReligicA, Arts and 
Sciences, General Pohcy and Pohtical Economy, of War and 
Peace, Agriculture and Commerce, Liberty and Slavery, Propertyf 
Rights and Pririleges, Social Order and Rank in Society, Naviga- 
tion and Travels, vrith a variety of Miscellaneous mattery which 
cannot be arranged in a hasty, rude sketch like the present, subiC 
mitted in the hurry of the moment, for urgent reasons^ to the 
readers of this Pamphlet. 

In the articles of MoraHty and Religion, some seaaonable Strio« 
tures will be made on a New View of Social Life and Happiness , 
which will soon be published. The Section on Liberty will resus- 
citate all the martyrs who have yet bled in that sacred cause, in any 
part of the globe ; while ReHgion will shew the similar magnani* 
mous figures on that terrible stage of Christian and Protestant suf- 
ferings. 

Under the head of Education, my aninudversions on the Lan- 
castrian and other mechanical systems, wiU be fully displayed, with 
elliptical and hieroglyphic improvements, by way of infusing an 
intellectual soul in those methods* which only go thelengrth of form- 
ing man into a passive, perhaps, brutal automaton, for the base pur- 
poses of a despotic Goven*nient, while mine is calculated to ren- 
der him the free, active, contented, intelhgent member of society, in 
all the gradations of life, in those natiQus whose courage and virtue 
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will grow from, and flourish, under the fostering arms of a liberal 
system of Government. 

In this division uf my projected forensic labours, some observa- 
tions on the practicability of a general character and universal lan- 
guage, founded on the possible construction of an abecedarian 
clock, will be introduced, as the iinerring basis of every such at- 
tempt for the common good of mankind- 

Should success so far attend my endeavours, the grand desider- 
alum, that has probably caused tbe failure of former speculators on 
this subject, must at once be attained for confining orthoepy and 
orthography, within the limits of mathematical precision, upon the 
mechanical principles of such a machine as will simultaneously dis- 
cover the figure and sound of any letter yet known in the world, 
more accurately than a common wooden clock already strikes two 
of them, viz. oo and k, in kukoo. As the Bible Society alone may 
yet sare thousands of pounds on an endless variety of uncouth, un- 
tractable types, which arc at present reqiured, they surely must 
wish me success in laying a foundation for the boundless saving of 
time, labour, &c. by such an invention to Lancastrian schools ia 
every country, and, consequently, to tbe whole human race. 

Before these sheets had gone to Press, I received what foUowa, 
from my friend and fellow Reformer, Captain William Johnston, 
and deem it a duty to all parties, to state bis sentiments thus: 

" Your Letter to I have read ; believe me, when I say, 

that no man ia more tremblingly alive, than I am, when personally 
attacked in a public paper; in the one 1 alluded to, I really do not 
feel myself attacked, but highly honoured, at my name entwined in 
the same wreath with our inestimable Friend; and I much suspect, 
if the Grub was to spin his nonsense over again, he had not asso- 
ciated us, as he has done, in a single paragraph. It is true, he 
charges me, with having preached the doctrines, -of " Liberty and 
Equality," but not taking the pains to define either, I do not 
consider myself called upon to make a single observation, and shdll 
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irtHamt doiog tOy until he opens himielf a little mu^ wMcb if he 
does» he may depend on it I shall not be silent. Had I not acted m 
this manner twenty years ago, my time had been altogether employ- 
ed in answering every silly remark on my public conduc t ■ t hia I 
strictly a^ded.** 

To many disgraceful instances of mwarrantable mkd mantadf 
perseention, that recent one of Dr. Mylne's lately published, in 
Glasgowi must be fresh in every man's asindy who prefers the free* 
dom of his oountry, and the good name of her meritmioos sons, to 
the rank of any olBcial jackall or lion's provider, who may be let 
kK>6e» by some miscreant informer, to prowl nnmoksted amoag the 
peaceful retreats of domestic life. Many people have wimdered, 
that the whc^ body of the respectable Professors in the Glai^[ow 
College, have not come boldly forwards, to dechne individually 
upon honour, ** I am not the man;" that some Nathan of the West 
may then indignantly pronounce to some miserable reptile, ** Thoo 
indeed art the Judas who betrayed thy benefactor for thirty talents 
of gold or silver, and if thou still hast one spark of the honest 
remorse left in thy guilty breast, which nerved even the base heart 
of thy prototype, go instantly to the Potter's Field, and there like 
him, make the amende honorable still in thy power, to thine in- 
sulted country, and thy calumniated friend." Such a spectacle 
should really be now suspended, sua spotde in ierroremf in golden 
chains, as the secret service money speetre^ to those aspiring black 
glossy clocks^ wliich are said to be crawling about the bed rooms of 
reforming politicians, in more cities than one, to report the substance 
of such curtain lectures, as can throw any Ught on their honours^le 
labours as state spies. I have a promise of the means to pro- 
cure authentic lists of such vermin, including some noted print* 
ers' devils in this country, and in defiance of excommunication 
by all the pulpit kettle drums in the empire, the day may not be very 
distant, which will yet shed its reforming rays on the whole swarm, 
and expose them horned in all thehr naked deformity, as huge 
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beetles of the Royal or Elephant breed, to gore every gnimbling 
John BuU'e eyes out, nitL their gilded horna at ihe dead or st^^ 
lemn hour of oigbc. IM- 

PURE REFORM RESOLUTIONS. * 

To Ike Editor oflhe Dumfries and GaUoaiai/ Courier. 

* Sir, — At a numerous and respectable meeting of the foUowJue 
classes, viz. tradesmen, [ncchanics, and shop-keepers, of every des- 
criptiou — loungers, tale-bearers, tiplers, club'parties, wlii«ky-shop- 
pollticiant, ready tongued gentlemen, party-leaders, aud popular ad- 
vocates — democrats, hbertines, free-thinkers, and other powerful 
•upporters of Equality and the Rights of Man, it was unaRimousIy 
resolved as follows: 

Imo. Tliat we, the ori^n and foundation of all power, the foun- 
tain and headspring of all free government, the life and soul of 
every public institution, the primain mobiU of all political life and 
motion, in wbese brains the sage inspiring power of wisdom 
holds her unrivalled empire, on whose tongues dwell accents of 
the most salutary debate, and in whose breasts dance all the sousd 
and philanthropic affections, have seen with deep regret, an upstart 
race of unproductive nobility, a proud pufTed-up set of landholders, 
an unfeeling and unmerciful pack of farmers, who grind the face 
of the poor, and turn their bicks on the complaints of the needy — 
a burdensome lumber of dependants on crown inlluence, and endtesa 
variety of orders, both spiritual and temporal, pensioners, half-pay- 
oiEcers, collectors, excisemen, not to mention the prodigious num- 
ber of expectants of places, parasites, flatterers, Sic. who have u- 
surped that power and those privileges which by right and by inhe- 
ritance belong to us. 

2do. That, by means of the unjust, unfair, and unnatural usur- 

• This Bojal Poacher on forbidden Eadial pround, has come very oppor- 
tunelj to pepper hia own peacoclu, at ivbum wc dunt not utliGrwise bave Ut- 
eri a angle shot. 
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paticm of our rights and privileges, a dangerons weight and infiii* 
ence is placed on the side of our natural antagonists, whereby thef 
can at pleasnre, shuffle us out of our due place, rank, and dignity, 
laugh at and despise our opinions, depreciate our worth and talents, 
and establish a system of laws quite contrary to the interests of all 
who wish to live at large, inimical to the freedom and equalization 
of our species, and downright antipodes to the sentiments of this 
lefined age qfreassn and common sense. 

Sd. That while the landed -interest preponderates so strongly in 
the scale of Parliamentary influence, our bread, our beef, our beer, 
our provisions of all kinds, and above all, our whisky, being the pro- 
duce of the soil, must come to our mouths through the hands, and 
at the mercy, of those alone whose interest it is that they should be 
at a price far above their ntUural and intrinsic value, so that our 
bellies may be contracted to our back-bones before we need ever 
expect a fall in these articles. But whereas the ground and the 
fruits which it produces are the free gift of nature to man, we have 
therefore an unalienable right to enjoy them free and unrestrained » 
and we will no longer endure to see them usurped by those who 
pretend to be their proprietors— those " lilies of the valley that 
neither toil nor spin;'' — and whereas the farmer who cultivates the 
soil has a right only to such day -wages as he may be able to earn 
by manual labour, it necessarily follows that all the land ought to 
be parcelled out among us who are so much more worthy of it, on 
account of the enlargement of our minds, and that they, as well as 
their landlords, ought to become our servants or rather slaves — a 
situation much better suited to their selfish and contracted natures 
These principles and these rights we are determined to maintain, 
at the expense of our blood, treasure, reputation, industry, and fa* 
milies. 

4th, That we will be punctual and zealous in attending all those 
popular meetings, clubs, and assemblies (even though our daily 
occupations should be neglected, and our families starve) where po- 
litical questions can be freely discussed over the inspiring fumes of 
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whisky, that enlarger of the heart, and that Friend to unshackled 
freedom 1 — wliereour schemes of equality may be matured; — where 
our enemies, the rich, the learned, and the pioua, may be treated 
with that contempt and indignity they deierve; — dnd where we may 
unreservedly indulge in givuig way to those noble ideas and grand 
conceptions which fill our hearts. 

3th, That the thanks of this meeting be given to Sir Francis 
13urdett, Bart. M. P- and to Major CartwHght. Also, to Adam 
Ferrie, and Burthwick Gilchrist, Euqs. presidents of recent meet- 
ings held at Edinburgh and Glasgow, for the very powerful, stre- 
nuous, and vigorous exertions which they have made in behalf of 
our rights and privileges; for the very manly, resolute, and single- 
handed opposition they have given to existing measures; for the 
dear, persuasive, and irresistibly convincing manner in which they 
have unfolded the principles of a free and equal constitution, and of 
3 fair and impartial representatio^p; for the very ingenious manner in 
which ihey have examined, analysed, and turned the inside out, of 
our present radically wrong system of government, showing, in a 
light clear and striking as noon-day, the absolute necessity of Re- 
Jbrm, without which, matters will still go from evil to worse, and 
the whole fabric be turned upside down ; and, finally for the very 
liberal support, indulgence, and encouragement ihey have given to 
popular assemblies, so congenial to our wishes, and so well calcu- 
lated to ascertain the sentiments and opinions of so large and re- 
•pectable a class of citizens and fraternized associations. 

(Signed,) Fbenzv Boundlbss. 



To Frenzy Boundless, Enq. alias Boh Blutideriuss, Esq. of 
Bull Horn Court, Dumfries. 

SiKl 

Will your Highness permit a very humble Calf like me to cast up 
an imploring Sheep's eye, with a few bleating ejaculations, to 3 
Piviuity so truly sublime, as the Man in the Moon, who is^ in 
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fo^r penoiiy reflecting bis opaque light on this lower worM, 
tiir^ugh tlie Boifal Lens of the Glasgow and Galloway Couriers. 
Do noty I beseech you, most Rectilinear Candle Snuffer! conde* 
scend to clap your own lunar abode^ as an Extinguisher on the 
Vfoon Day Sun^ lest you adumbrate every luminary but your own» 
and thereby expose to the Reformers, that very darkness^ which 
lias become more visible than ever, by such lucubrations as thine* 
What particular service the Royalists are to expect from your 

' fatent lamp, suspended in Empyrao, and newly trimmed to shed 
the davm of reason on their cause, I cannot yet divine, though 
from some of its Jack-a lantern glimmerings, one truth is pretty 
apparent J that your air gun rather fires backwards on your own 
friends, xh^xijorwards among your foes. Go on, and prosper with 

« these, random Shrapndls of yours, by shooting all the birds 2fP^' 
through , the head^ whom you have, perhaps unintentionally, only 
mnged by your point blank fire from the clouds. The magazinef 
whence your ball cartridges have been borrowed, is so admirably 
adapted for the Radical Laboratory ^ that you shall soon have the 
pleasure of seeing it— -all in a reverberated bla2e on your ovni side of 
Ae field, ^here there can be no doubt of your then figuring away 
as a Constellation of the first magnitude— the Ursa Major at least. 
You are in fact. Sir ! the very Gleed Gunner we have been so long 
in quest of, and for your volunteer ammunition we are bound in 
gratitude and duty, to consider your Luniform Worship as the best 
Butty or Jair Target, for a Reforming Archer, whp is yours to 
command, in that capacity, though rather unacquainted with the- 
tactics of-^ A Blunderbuss. 

Glasgow, 1 

26tk October, 1815. j" 
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PROSPECTUS OF A NEW WEEKLY JOURNAI, 
UNDER THE APfROPRIATE APPELLAl ION Off 

AURORA LOivLAi.i .; 
OR THE LOYAL POLITICAL SPECULUM, 

To be publjslied every Friday or Saturday Morning, and regularly 
transmiUfd, if poaaible, free from carriage expence, to all the 
Subscribers in the United Kingdom, from Glasgow or Edin- 
burgh, as circumstances may hereafter require, of which due , 
intimation will be given to the Public. 

" Baneslif will e<Kr prove the iett Policy for Kiagi, Nations, and Indicidttalt, 

n'ace Trutlt, Reatan and Justice must uilinaitly IriampA, btlh ujuii tAii 

Earth, and in the Kingdom of Heaven." 

Each number will consist of sixteen royal octavo pages, closeljr 
printed in a neat distinct type, and the price to Subacribers will be 
One Shilling only, to commence the moment a sufficient number of 
quarterly subscriptions in advance are obtaicied, merely to defri^ 
the expence of stampH, printing, paper, &c. 

The community have it completely in their own power to create 
or suppress this projected impartial work, which has originated ra- 
ther in the ardent wishes of one individual to do public good, than 
in any views of great private emolument; His publication, therefore, 
must stand or fall by its intrinsic deserts alune, as the projector so- 
lemnly disclaims every other prospect of partial support. 

The facility with which a Weekly Journal, like the one here 
proposed, can communicate every essential information respecting 
political events of vital consequence to the conntry, at this critical 
period of national affairs, leads the Editor to believe, that hia col. 
lection will speedily become a favourite woi k, not only with person* 
affluent enough to afford it, hut, in many situations, where twelve 
individuals can easily club their penny each, for such a concentrated 
view of important iutclligence, to every freeman, who really loves 
bis native land, as the favoured seat of genuine hberty, with all its 
coucurreat blessingS) in every station of life. 
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Under animpresrionof the momentous drcomstaneet of the pr^ 
lent times* h has often been ^eged* that the people in Scotland 
want the opportunity* not the inclination* of learning those things 
well* which belong to their permanent peace, as the loyal subject* 
of the state; and that they would gladly patronise any unpreju' 
dice4 exhibition of the various political opinions* among those wri- 
ters, who either have supported or condemned the measures of go- 
vernment during the last thirty years. For this purpose* the 
PoUHcal Speculum will be found a cheap and commodious com- 
pilation* exhibiting^ in regular succession* on both sides of every 
interesting question* as they may occur* the various sentimenttf 
liowever discordant, that may be consequently broached* in the several 
publications which treat of national affairs, in any part of the empire* 
. The whole series of extracts will be so arranged, and contrasted 
with each other* that every reader may have it completely in his' 
power to draw such inferences only, as the nature of the case* after 
mature deliberation* shall authorise; it being the Editor's positive 
desire rather to hold up a mirror* for the discovery of sterling' 
truth to all his readers, than a camera obscure for the currency of 
falsehood, or. the triumph cf deception, since he knows no party 
in the state, so dear to him as that of his country. 

After fulfilling the above promises, the remaining pages of the 
Speculum will be conscientiously devoted to a selection of short 
E^^says. Parliamentary Debates, State Papers, or other Miscellaneous 
Sxtracts, more or less connected with an unbiassed display of the 
reigning topics of literary and coUoquial discussions on politics, ' 
whatever their difference may be, that every thinking man may 
judge on these also, for his self* and act accordingly, as shall seem, 
in his estimation, most conducive to the welfare of the British 
Commonwealth* composed of King, Lords, and Commons* Though • 
it be not the intention of the compiler, generally speaking, to use the 
Speculum as a vehicle for original poems, essays, &c. he will, as far 
as possible* accommodate all political parties, indiscriminately, when 
any one of their adherents conceives that he can defend or confute * 
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particular dogmas with succcbs, more espfcially such as hanc a tle- 
cided retereiice to Parliamentary Reform, either of a moderate or 
radical nature, as this alternative is allowed, nn all hands, to be one 
of the moit vital objectB for serious consideration, in these eventful 
times, 

Sliould such patriotic themes, as those already narrated, still leave 
room for other matters of importance to the universal comfort and 
peace of mankind, connected with the acknowledged progression of 
human intelli^ci, they shall not be overlooked, becauae tbe piou=, 
wise, and good, in every rank of society, arc deeply concerned, th:iC 
no baneful retrogreaaton, in religion, literature, constitutional liberty, 
or political eeonomy, shall, in our own days, commence, withotit 
eliciting that temperate collision of sentiment, among enlightened 
raeo, which alone can detect error and falsehood, or support justice 
tnd truth, in the various transactions of human hfe. 

From the foregoing premises, it will, at once, be evident, that 
the Speculum cannot reflect the ordinary news or scandal of the 
day, nor will its pages be o<.'ciipii.d with those innumerable, fajci- 
natiiig articles, which are usually found in contemporary periodical 
works, unless they shall tend, some way or other, to elucidate the 
hebdomadal state of national politics. 

Advertisements, birtlis, marriages, deaths, and every notice of that 
sort, will, of course, be wholly omitted, as accidents, which seldom 
can affect the political horizon in general, however much they might 
exhilarate or depress those local and domestic circles, more immer!;. 
ately connected with such occurrences. The existing state of the 
nation, the welfare of the public, and the stability of the state, up- 
on constitutional principles, must inevitably render all other articles 
of little comparative moment; those granilnaiional objects therefore 
will naturally take precedence, in the Speculum, of every other par- 
tial or inferior concern. 

Without any farther formal avowal or concealment of the Editor's 
o(vn political sentiments, he intends to indnce the whole of his readers, 
if possible, to draw their own conclusionri, from that candid and select 
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cashibitioD* whichy lie trusts will ever dittuiguish bit1atxnin» for 
public approbation^ as be is determined to obtnide no peculiar no* 
ticMis of bis own* tbat can any way affect tbe impartiality^ wbich be 
iroold ever allow to, and request firom tbe Gommamty» among wbom 
his work will be circulated. 

' - Tbis body of bis &llow citizens, may peHiaps witb sonepropiie* 
ty and justice, be tbus classified into pure RoyalistSi Royalists, LfOy» 
alists. Trimmers, and natural or adventitious Apatbists, on tbe fbl* 
(owing principles* i 

Tbe first class are supposed to inculcate tbe divine rigbts.of^ and 
passive obedience to tbe sovereign; tbence affirming, tbat bia vassals 
bave nothing more to do with bis laws, tban to obey tbem. 

Witb tbe second, monarchs are venerated as legritimate enoogb, 
tf .merely supported by a suitable aristocracy, wbicb may occasigaal* 
ly condescend to a<^knowledge popular rights, so fsr as to inform 
majesty itself, that some consideration is realty due to their fellow 
subjects, who should consequently possess, at least, a noniimd tepre^ 
sentation in parliament* 

; In the third class, will be found the Lioyalists, since they alone 
as their name from /of, a law, imports, erect adl^ power upon, being* 
evidently derived from, the laws of the land, established by tbe com* 
moft Voice of the people, in person or by representatives. 
. This glorious superstructure may be justly termed the English 
constitution, which acknowledges a representative House of Com- 
mons, with hereditary Peers, to support a hereditary King, for tbe 
good of the commonwealth ; these three estates being previoosly so. 
lemnly bound, by reciprocal oaths, to be true and faithful, in their 
respective duties, to the whole combined, as one free and sovereign 
nation, thus exhibiting, in symmetrical proportions, a popular pe* 
dpstd, sustaining a noble shaft, crowned with a regal capital, as a 
perfect model of a free government, which, while so preserved, may 
almost bid defiance equally to the tides of contending Actions, and 
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the Btrange TJcissitudes of times and Eeatons, among the goqs of 

The designation of the founh claas of politiciana denotes, that 
tbcy are prepar.d to join whatever party shall, pro tempore, prove 
most powerful, while the sobdivision of Apathiats, sufficiently de- 
monstrates, that as many quiet people are lo, by the pasaiveneas of 
their natural diaposition, not a few of the most prudent folk, in 
this sellish age, belong to the fifth division, through fear, deapajr, 
compulsioii, or ignorance. 

Men of all parties, howerer, seem now agreed, that the present 
march c)f the human mind to attainable perfection, in every science, 
can neither be long retarded, nor arrested, by any thing short of an 
omnipotent arm, and they begin wisely to conclude, that the intel- 
lectual progress of man, nevertheless, may be ao regulated, in its 
pursuit of truth and social happinesa, as to prevent any serious evil* 
from objecta, otherwise, so delectable to every rational being, either 
as an inhabitant of earth, or a candidate for heaven. 

This sentiment aeema peculiarly conspicuous in all the harmonioui 
co-operatioca of the Bible and other liberal societies, which have 
lately been established, on the most tolerant and benevolent princi- 
ples, for the promotion of man's fehcity, both in this world, and in 
that, which is far beyond the grave. 

Ignorance and superstition arc faet following the footsteps of A- 
frican slavery, not only from the British shorea, but from those dis- 
tant regions also, where tiie lipht of truth, and the rays of genuine 



• II is hoped, that the judicious reader will consider the aliove, asaniudi more 
correcl metaphor, than the celebraleJ Mr. John Reeves' aimile of an oak Iret^ 
the brancbea of which, lie affirmed, might be' lopped offi witbmit any injury to 
the royal slero, whencft in his creed, Ihey originally sprung. He was ordered 
by ParliaiDent, lo be prosecuted, at the insiance of the Aiuiniey-GEDera], for 
B gro55 libel OQ the English conBiiiulion; but has since found so firm s foun- 
dation for hia doclrines, on the law and the gospel, tjiai, by the Cronn, he has 
been appointed 10 print the Bible,— to be bcadof the Alien Oliiee.— aud, mora- 
oyer, a Chief Justice in Netiifoi:adIau<l. 



1«2 

Vhertjf have long been diverging from their parent Isle, which can, 
at last, contemplate with rapture, the pious unanimity of her exalt- 
ed sons, in the glorious cause of religious reform, however discor- 
dant, in minor points of their own faith, among these benighted na- 
tions, who have never yet enjoyed the cheering sun of the gospel of 
peace and good-will to all mankind. 

While every art and science, which are supposed most conducive 
to the fruition of a comfortable existence, or a hopeful death, are 
cultivated and encouraged with zeal, generosity, and brotherly love, 
among Christians of every persuasion, can the right to rational free- 
dom, and that venerable constitution, which secures so great a bles- 
sing,, remain much longer a matter of cold indifference to Britons, 
whose acknowledged pre-eminence, in arms, religion, literature, and 
commerce, originates from, and is supported by, that very form of 
government, which in its pristine purity, is alone capable of pre* 
serving its subjects, to distant ages, as a brave, wise, benevolent, 
and free people ? . * • 

Such a degrading supposition, is 'totally inconsistent with all those 
great events by which we are constantly surrounded, and the day 
•urely cannot be far distant, when, instead of being denounced as a 
•rime, it will be considered the bounden duty of every person, who 
can read his vernacular tongue, to learn something of those political 
maxims and practices, in his native country, that, sooner or later, 
must inevitably sump himself, or his posterity, as freemen or slaves. 

There are thousands, in every populous place, who can easily dis- 
criminate a good persuasive sermon, from one that is bad or indiffer 
rent, though they might neither possess those talents nor courage 
which are requisite to constitute an eloquent divine ; and, by a pa- 
rity of reasoning, may we not likewise presume, there must be an 
equal number, who can discern the wisdom, folly, or fraud, of 
any legislative measure, while they would make but sorry statesmen, 
in their several capacities ; why then should men, of plain under- 
standings, be supposed less capable of comprehending a political 
discussion, than a theological discourse^ or that the knowledge which. 
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leads to teonporal lecuriCy of lifi?, person, and property, U at all in- 
compatible with or destructive of eternal Miration ? 

At the period of that radical reform of religion, wbich was a- 
dopted, by the voice of the people in these realms, an English trans- 
lation of ilie Bible oiJocked the whole of its heavenly treasures (o 
vulgar eyea, with the happiest consequences to society, and, since 
that auspicious period, it has become a clapical book of revelation, 
at moat of our public and private Bchools; thus putting it in the 
power of eveiy reader, while reason is only dawning on his juvenile 
mind, to think and act for himself, in the important duty of saving 
his own precious soul, by lively faith and good works, according to 
bis individual interpretation of the scriptures. 

To this salutary exercise of judgment and discrimination, even in 
early youth, none but the persecuting priest, or the bigottcd lay- 
man, have hitherto objected ; on the contrary, the whole host of our 
pious and wise Christians is at present sedulously engaged in ex- 
tending this privilege, not ozily to all their fellow subjects, but to 
the whole human race, without exception of language, creed, colour, 
or clime, and on the benign principle, that the Gospel of our bles- 
sed Redeemer, as far transcends the heathen doctrines, aa our re- 
presentative form of government, and admirable laws, excel every 
other system and code, yet known on the surface of the terrestrial 
globe. 

To those who aspire to a heavenly kingdom, the road is laid o- 
pen, and the hberahly of modern times has judiciously confessed, 
that, provided the circumferential starting posts be truly Christian, 
every separate path has an equal right with another, to terminate in 
the one central point of all their belief, and expectations. 

This general concession has produced a unity of action, and har- 
mony of result, with education in one hand, and the Bible in the 
Bther, every way auspicious to the grand cause, which must be near- 
est the heart of each individual, who is, nevertheless, at full liberty 
to examine, and discuss those particular tenets, before the public 
tribunal, wherein the various sects differ from his own, or the esta- 
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blished churches, with which he may occasionally come in contacts 
while preaching the same essential truth of the everlasting gospelf 
from the rivers and the sea, to the utmost ends of the earth. 

If babes and children have their serious duties to perform in re- 
ligion, as previous steps to immortal bliss, shall intelligent beings, 
who have attained tlie age 6f manhood, be denied, in politics, the 
Same free access to those ancient charters and bills of their native 
land, whicl) declare and secure those valuable rights that compose 
all our joy and happiness, as constituent members of the united em- 
pire, rising like a collossal pilkr above every nation in £arope» 
from that popular representation, as a massy and solid pedestal, 
which will long be the glory and boast of every true Briton. 

With this idea of the matter, it becomes both the privilege 
stnd duty of every loyal subject to take a survey of its foundation, 
construction, and proportionate qualities, from top to bottom, what- 
ever impediments may occasionally be thrown in his way, by such 
empirical statuaries, as prefer the meretricious trappings of the Co- 
rinthian, to the durable simplicity of the Tuscan order, in staite ar- 
chitecture. 

The chief end of every upright government tatfst be to promote 
iiuman happiness, as far as this nnfay prove consistedt with the laws 
and rules, which usually preserve order aftd peace in society, arid 
the nearer these shall approach to reason, equity, and truth, the 
Inore venerable will they appear, in the estimation of all who either 
obey or dispense them, for th« common weal. 

Had Magna Charta, the Bill of Ri^ts, and a few such inesti- 
inable documents, for rational freedom, been duly introduced, a- 
mong the other English exercises at all schools, there can be no 
question, but our general progress, in the art of visible gcrrem- 
irient, wodld have at least kept pace with our faith, ib the niyrteri- 
ous econbmy of an invisible kingdom, yet to come, find we should 
have been indeed ashamed of ignorance or apathy in the first, be- 
cause all its- springs and motions, come as much within the sphere 
of human knowledge, and capadty, as the last Boars alKhre the com* 
prehension of the wisest of men. 
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It it possible enough, tbat, in the fashionable improvemeat of na- 
tional etJuealioQ, and morals, the best briefs of our own funditnent- 
al law mjj soon go hand in hand with the gospel of Ciri^t; aud 
as this IS a consummation, deuoudy to be wished by all pobtical 
parties in the country, there is QOthing to binder them also, ffon 
starting as brethren, who love to dwell in unity, and concord to- 
gether, while they travel to that goal of mortal felioiiy, for the ac- 
compliakment of which, K.ings and Governors of the earth have 
been, or ought to be, elected by the voice of the people as the 
mandate of Godi that they may lore aad obey tkeir rulers accord' 
ingly. 

Let the divine radiance of the Christian religion, shine abrtiad 
among the nationi of the earth, accompanied at the fame time with 
a general saving Itnowledge, among ourselves, of that mild, equita- 
ble light of civil law, which is peculiar to the English constitution, 
and the result will soon reward the generous labours of those who 
may heneeforth embark in societies and meetings, to promote the 
toly cause of rehgious and rational freedom, of social peace, domei- 
tic happiness, and of national prosperity, among all their fellow crea- 
tures, throughout the world. 

Should the progressive lucubrations of the Loyal SpeaJuni, any 
way contribute to so desirable an event, the Editor will congratu- 
late himself, that he has not wholly laboured in vain, chough his pe- 
cuniary gains may not ultimately compensate him for the expendi- 
ture of time and money, devoted to this darling object of his heart 
for many years, and which he now consigns, with a mixture of hope 
and fear, for immediate adoption or rejection, by his countrymen. 

He looks with confidence for patronage, more especially to those 
patriotic and respectable individuals, who are members of the Pitt, 
Fos, Whig, and Hampden Clubs, or of those numerous philaiithro- 
pic associations, who generously dispense the joys of rehgious tui- 
tiou, with all the charities of human nature, to such persous, as are 
in want of them, at home or abroad. 

Thij Fcotpecti^s being made up in the paper, and type, of 
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the projected publication^ itsmeritSy so &r, may at obc view be 
ascertained, and as the Editor's introductory appeal here will cob-' 
stitute part of the first number of the work hereafter, his future 
readers may consequently always have it in their power, to recall 
him to recorded principles and declarations,' whenever diey shaU de- 
tect any aberrations from such a promising foundation, in the course 
of his Editorial duties to the subscribers in particular, and to the 
community at large. The form will resemble Gobbet's Register, in 
two columns in each page* 

On their parts, it is evident, that they must other generously 
support the Speculum at once by a respeetable number of names, 
with a prompt quarter^ advance^ or passively allow it to be extin- 
guished, as the still -bom comiscationofan embryo meteor, in those 
sheets, which, under a more auspicious conjunction of celestial 
signs, might have become a polar constellation of no small magni* 
tude, utility^ and renown. 

The preliminary heavy disbursements for a regular supply of the 
Courier, Times, Pilot, Morning Post, Star, Sun, Herald, Quar- 
terly Review, Antigallican, &c. &c* on one side; veith the Morn- 
ing Chronicle, Globe, Statesman, Sunday Review, Whig, Cobbet, 
Examiner, &c. &c. on the other, compel the Editor, in common 
prudence and self-defence, to secure, apriorit the large pecuniary aid 
required; be therefore trusts, that each liberal friend of a free press, 
whom these presents may reach, in that character, will collect and 
forward all the subscriptions obtained by them individually, as di- 
rected, in the written address, to that effect, which will accompany 
the respective list. 
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The Gentlemen, who are obliging enough to take charge of 
these Subscriptioq Lists, will have the goodness to forward them as 



won as poisiblei along with the cash received, to Dr. Borthwick 
Gilchrist, Edinburgh, by auch opportunities as will preTcnt risk, 
and save unnecessary cxpcnce. 

They are, moreover, earnestly requested to circulate the Pros- 
pectus widely among their friends and acquaintances, who may 
think favourably of a Print, expressly intended for the discovery of 
truth, and exposure of error in politics, at the bar of every man's 
own discriminative judgment; because nothing but the physical 
strength of numbers, united in a good cause, on constitutional 
principles, can resist the single hand of despotic power in a bad one, 
■t least, as long as the devices of Satan shall blind the eyes of poor 
deluded mortals to their present and future welfare, amidst the lu- 
gubrious infection of general corruption. 

It is confidently presumed, that seasonable measures will be a- 
dopted by those who take a fricudly interest in the immediate ap- 
pearance and continued lustre of the Aurora Borealis, for ilie 
Bpeedy collection and remittai:ce of sums advanced in all quarteis, 
that the whole may reach their destination, as early as possible; and 
if an adequate fund shall thus be formed, the time, proprietor, 
printer, S:c. of the Loynl Speculum will be duly announced, other- 
wise the money will be faithfully returned to every contributor. 

I feel more solicitous on this pubhc service, to guard myself a- 
gainst all farther encroachments on my private purse, already draiii- 
ed to the bottom by eternal taxes, collections, subscriptions, &c, 
to say nothing of Tw9 Hundred Pounds, of which 1 liave been re- 
cently in a great measure swindled by some of my Christian Neigh- 
bours. They appointed me Convener and Treasurer of a Committee 
for the Ute elegant and useful improvements of Nicolson Square, with 
ample powem, as I can prove from the minutes of proceeeding, to 
act as 1 have done, and the consequence of a faithful and zealous 
discharge of these duties, has most unjustly subjected me to the 
loss of Two Hundred Pounds as stated above. For the mere mo- 
ney I would not give a tpittle, but the ill manners with which I 
have hitherto been treated, induced me to persevere in the up-hill 
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wQrk of doing one's self justice^ at the tribunal of^ sniall court, cal* 

■J 

led conscience, but which seems in my hard appeal, to have been ad**' 
joumed sine die* As a warning beacon to simple. Loyalists like 
myself, against such large pecuniary sacrifices, I shall publish in 
tuccessiye numbers of tiie Speculum, the origin, progress, and fatal 
termination of all my superintending labours for my fellow citizens, 
¥rtth our correspondence on the subject, that the world may decide 
also in this instance, whether I more sinned against, than sinning a* 
nioog the discreet, prudent, moral, pious, honest and charitable 
folks, among whom my tent has been pitched for the last ten yeara 
of a miserable existence. One fact alone will in the mean time speak 
trokimes to every impartial judge, between me and my improveing 
associates, viz* I have defied them to point out any part of my ex- 
ertions, which could with propriety or safety have been dispensed 
with, to the amount of ten pounds, and still, I alone am nefariously 
saddled with Two Hundred. The poor fiddle which had been e- 
rected as an emblem of our concord, in the pleasure ground, must 
at last give way to a Welsh Harp, which I shall yet place for a 
warning sign at the north Pole, to play such a £ofo, as truth, rea- 
son, and justice may perform, without raising a blush on the open 
fact, which wtU induce him co tune erttrf string in the instrument, 
with the rosin of a very stubborn stuff, called plain matter of fact, 
for the amusement of so harmonious a City as Edinburgh. 

As a Citizen, who is conscious, in this last affair, of having de- 
served well of the Magistrates, for so far seconding some of their 
laudable efforts to embellish the town in every direction, I had a 
right to hope for some pecuniary aid, in mitigation of my private 
loss, for altering a part of the pavement, where the limbs and lives 
of the Heges were in imminent danger every winter, and for which* 
I solicited a small subscription from the genteel inhabitants of 
George's Square, who often have to pass the very spot> which waa 
improved at the expense of Seventy Pounds — Good reader! what do 
you imagine was the result of this mendicant application, seconded 
by the recital of Nicoison's Square, having formerly on a similar 
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prutdplC) been as liberal as tbeir cireum stances permitted — tbe 
whole collection thus made amounted to eight Shillings, not enough 
to pay for printing the address for bo much neighbourly relief. 

The town funds are so much engaged !n many other jobs, such 
as reciprocal donations of Silver Cups, Gold Snuff-Boxes, among a 
self-elected, and sclf-approring Magistracy, that I had nothing to 
expect from such a Bankrupt quarter, tbe City being over head 
and ears in debt, for (ai far as the inhabitants know any thing 
of their accounts) the Lord — Provost perhaps knows what, lu 
justice to the Sheriff, I have to acknowledge the amall aid of Fifty 
Pounds, which we received through his kind offices, as a compro- 
miie for a particular claim on certain Commissioners' funds, but it 
is a duty owing myself farther to state, that the amount of eipence 
for public repairs, alterations and improvements, in which the Square 
was not exclusively concerned, exceeded jfilSO sterling, being just 
£8S sterling more, than we have yet received from either the town 
or county funds— In fact, the former were so much mortgaged, 
that we, on this score, had nothing to expect, independent of the 
ill will which the southern districts liave acquired, by not crouch, 
ing on all occasions to magisterial despotism. 

The writer and compiler of this Pamphlet, uses the freedom to 
close it with tbe verbal outlines of an intended sketch for a Frontis- 
piece to the whole, but which could not be executed in Glasgow, 
on the spur of the occasion, though it will probably be kept ia 
readiness for tbe Second Edition, should the first make impression 
enough to require a dupUcate, &c. for general circulation through 
the whole Empire. The City Arms and Motto of Edinburgh, to 
be neatly Emblazoned with a Horned Owl Gules, perched on the 
very pinnacle of the Battlements. On one side of the Gate an En- 
glish Bull Dog, opposite to a Scottish Colley, both with lifted 
legs and keen eyes, rivctted on the Watch Tower Centinel. In 
the front ground, a strong Curly Headed Tup, will be descried 
advancing from a retrogressive aim all the way from Glasgow, 
in the distance view, as a Battering Ram, against the double- 
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ftced doors of the Citadel, with this inscription on the ample fore- 
head of the Beast. 

Bdmaf Invent PorHm* 

Now or NdPn^ 

Refonn for £m. 

Proh pudor tu es vile Scortum/ 
AngUcef a hackneyed courtezan^ though not quite the Whore of 
Babylon, whatever the Dear Old Lady may be when our kind 
allies, the Bourbons, and other Continental Despots, condescend 
to give her the fraternal hug on the glowing bed of the Holy Inqui- 
sition, in spite of these verses : 

In a great house, one sapient sage thus spoke, 

The Kiik of Scotland stands upon a rock, ' 

Which neither winds nor waves can e'er beat down; 

Her priests so far are safe — they cannot drown. 

Such doctrine in these days, can never do 

At feasts, grand routes, the court, or Sunday pew. 

For now, all run to hear Sir Jehu preach. 

Or the right reverend, peerless Peer, Lord Leech* 

Why shall not titles grace her Sipn*s walls? 

As well as prebends, deans, or vicars* stalls; 

^ QMid*s head — ^proclaims a royal warm addresSy 

In which the Kirk and Elders all confess. 

That our brave Prince, and martial Duke— these two 

Have the whole godlike praise of Waterioo. 

Then with this courtly creed, thus end the prayer. 

That in the battle, Blucher had ho share; 

Kor do we yet believe, the King of kings was there. 

Having applied in vain, to several Booksellers in the Capital of 
Scotland, to receive my Pamphlet for sale, I gave the attempt over 
as a fruitless pursuit, and confined its exposure for that purpose, in 
great measure, to my own house, though I found not the smallest 
difficulty, on that score, in the comparatively liberal city of Glasgrow. 
During the whole time of my residence of two weeks there, I ex- 
perienced, as a stranger, nothing but the kindest hospitality, from 

* See page 202, for the Tobacconist's Arms, as a striking illustration of the 
allusion here. 
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private ijidisiduaU, with the utmoat politeneis and eiTility on every 
occasion, from the publiL', in their elegant and commodious Rrad- 
ing Rooms, though very soon recognized a» one of the Radical 
Reformers, who arc not in general) «ery welcome gueits in those 
fashionable places of resort for opulent merchaDta, and other weal- 
thy Roy alia t». 

While every honest bosom must glow with rapture at a victory 
gained, as the gillant Miriihal candidly stated, << solely by the 
saperior phyiical strength and mental energy of British srma op- 
posed in fair field to those of Franci? ;" the more intelligent Vsd 
may ponder on the consequences of so much national glory, and 
the brave heart of a free Briton will beat with responsive bounds^ 
on such a conquest, terminated by the triumph of Civil and 
Rehgioii) Freedom, from one end of Europe to the other; though 
the premature, but heroic death of the immortal Porlier, may sus- 
pend our congenial emotions, by casting, for a little time, some; 
gluom on our otherwise victorious joy. On the tomb of the 
Patriot Hero, are inscribed, by his dying request, the annexed 
sentence, which deserves to be written in letters of gold. 

" Feeling souls will respect the ashes of an unfortunate man, who 
died a martyr in the cause of his country, and was put to death 
wilhout even the^forms of bw or justice." 

" The savage triumph, says the Morning Chronicle, on this occa- 
sion, of the bigottcd agents of a still more higolted Government, 
may be discovered in the Proclamations and Notices issued by them. 
They are chiefly remarkable for the ft-rocity of their exnhationo 
over the fJl of him, whose temporary ascendancy had filled them 
with terror, and for the besotted superstition, which must excite the 
fontempt of every rational being. The determined spirit of oppo- 
Ution !o tyranny which actuated Poriler, may, in consequence of 
his death, for a wbilf disappear, hut the fears of the Court mani- 
festly show their consciousness of its still being, io a considerable 
degree, in esistenee, as they must be conscious, that their measures 
tend to revolt every Spaniard «-ho makes use of iiJs resson, or ih; 
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ni<wifln fidriaigb of « ouib. Tlit EleotyiMM njfitmet »wwn ool; 
iturowM in man ' profDuod tecrecf t than are tke orade* of de«- 
poUfOI. Tbe mkiated abne are' pemittsed t^ know them. Who 
4w lift the vetl finds iattaat de«th» and the Press becomes tlie 
fvplusife tirgaa qi- Oovcrameot. Nothing was free but thought, 
and the Patriot could scarcely breathe a sigh for his eotmUyy withf- 
«iit Mspieioa* Action and speech were only safe m they finroured 
ih? views of Oovermnent. To doubt» question, or censurr, any 
i^fici^l action, inferred treasonable dengns aganist the State.^' 
* Mothiag sheds a brq^ter lustre on the setting sun of Porfier'* 
l|iy% thmi the htaYcnly beams of conjugal love, which Cu nwe i tr ^ 
through the dark valley of death to the heart of a beloved, bift 
fb^^lA wife* What her conduct, on that trying oeeataon has been, 
^ ^vc yet to leain, but, for tlie honour of the sex, it may safely 
be presumed, thai his disconsolate Lady has reafly proved herseff 
worthy of such a gaHant Lord and affectionace husband, as the 
noble Porlier, who will live for ever in the annals of Freedom, burst- 
ing from the diaboiheal hngs of the Demon, T3rranoy. 

An honest Tobaccooiat, who had by persevering diligence and fiiir 
dealit^, witihout oace telling a falsehood in his life, evea to-sarve the 
craft from Excise, at last became rich enough to keep a carnage and 
his conscience together. Quid was a man of the old faith, and deem- 
ed honesty the best policy, 1>oth in good report and in bdd report, 
he accordiogly devised a coat of aims for his coach, in this home- 
spun style, with even a dash of Latin, to demonstrate, that he AiQ 
had a tviki of his juvenile pigtail at command, in case of extremi- 
ty, for such a pinch of AlahHf or even Album GriFcum, when re- 
quired. 

Mr. Macaba, for our hero was a true son of St. Andrew, first 
placed on the door pannels, the bluff head of a Negro, with a 
tobacco Itaf or scroll, issuing from a pair of thick vermiUion lipS| 
bearing thi candid inscription : 

Who would hare thought it, 

Oto Snuff could have bought iu . . > : 
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On the fillet beneath, appeared the Roman QueiVi 
Quid Rides? 

Mr. Mac's vis a vis on its firat exit, attracted a crowd in the 
ttreet, and among the rest a blunt Enghah Tar. The motto as far 
as it was vernacular, seemed to slied light on the Blackamoor's head 
whence it issued, but the words below, might have been Moors or 
Arabic for any thing the mobility knew to the contrary. One of 
them applied to Jack, as a traveller, for his solution of the enig- 
ma, who archly squirting the quid from his mouth, replied with 
hifl technical phrase. Bliss my eyes, dont you see, that Master 
Quid rides in his coach, as well as Justice Quorum. 

Like Ovid we bave changed the Hector Mou«e, 

Or Correspondent rat, la Tom Thumb's louse, 



* The Tender may, vlien he pleases, put his fingers also into the pie, wll 
ihc patent puff) which I have baked and fired in my Fsmasdan oveD, for the 
: of alt Radicals, on their coiiBUEutiona] Journey to Patlismentory 
irm. They will find this bonne iauc/ie in page 75 end TS, and may cut it 
M 1 have done, pro bon» iiublicB. Probandiim est. 
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Glasgow, Sth September, 1815. 
Affairs being nOK settled ABROAD, 'tis high lime to look at HOME. 



-i^ APOLEON is politically dead. Peace is secured. The secu- 
rity of Liberty, Property ao<l Happiness to the conquered 
French, ia provided for. The Rephesentatives of France have 
met. They are now sitting. Glorious elfect of the diffusion of Po- 
litical knowledge ! 

In such a state of things, can Britain forget her Legblative 
Wbonqs? Can she discharge from her memory their baneful conae- 
quencea — almost incessant War, drooping Commerce, extended 
Pauperism, and a heart-sicketirng, a lernfic TAXATION? Or, 
can she reconcile with constitutional Liberty, a PAKLiAatsNT sur- 
rounded by Soldiers, with their Bayonets and Ball Cartridges, 
while it passes a Corn Bill ? 

Shall, then, our Country, unmindful of her own fetters, forged 
fay violators of her Constitution, supinely look on, while subdued 
France, her chains struck off, shall be raised to tlie dignity of Free- 

The homage which has been universally paid to the fundamen- 
tal principle Qf the British Polity, as founded in Nature and Justice, 
namely, REPRESENTATION, we have seen to consli^ifc the pro- 
minent feature, in all modem attempts at improving, b^ E^iJation, 
the condition of mankind. 

Drawn from the fountain head, it is enjoyed in its purity I^ th4 
twenty Nations which constitute tlie United Stales of America; it 
was transplanted into Canada; adopted at the period of her revolution, 
^ij France ; communicated la Corsica, to the Net/ierlaiids, to Veiie- 
xuela, to Old Spain, &c. not forgetting " The States of Hanover;" 
nor the recent wisdom of the King of Prussia. 

Shall, then, the People of Bhitain behold the French Nation 
lefl by their conquerors in possession of a real Representation, equal- 
ized m due proportion to the Population of her Departments; and 
remain insensible to her own degradation, under an insulting moehery, , 
defrauded of the substance of Representation, by those Monopolists 
ofSuifrage, the Patrons of Rotten BoRotrcHS and the Holders of 
County Superiorities; whereby sufering Britain is in all prnc- 
tical effect enslaved to a factious Olioahcmy, who have arbitrarily 
assumed a hateful pow^ of- Taxing her without her consent! 

No: Victorious BRITAIN shall not forget that she is eqitnlly, 
at least, entitled to Political Liberty with conquered FRANCE!!! 



The foregoing Address to tbe Public, will serve as a Preface ta 
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the following Communication from a Patriot Society; and mayaatisr 
fj the Reader of the peculiar fitness of The Present Time, for ex- 
ertions to insure the recovery of a lost Right, on which Liberty as 
well as Property, absolutely depends: And, from the sterling 
sense of this well-informed and loyal nation^ it is confidently to be 
trusted, that no ordinary animaUon or unanimity will distinguish its 
Constitutional exertions; but that it will with one voice, claim 
that RiQHT. 



(CIRCULAR.) 



SIR, 

I. X HAVE no small satisfaction in transmitting to you an Ex- 
tract of Proceedings in an Association for <' seburing to the People 
*< the Free Election of their Representatives in the Commons House 
'^ of Parliament/' includii^ the Form of a Petition adopted for cir- 
culation, as well as of a Hand-Bill for advertising the same. 

The Committee^ Sir» anxiously hope you will, at your earliest 
opportunity, bring under the consideration of the inhabitants of your 
jparts of the country, some Petition for the same object. 

For making a beginning, tlie Committee beg leave to present 
you with a few Copies of their Form. 

The Printer, (Mr, J. M'Creery, London) who keeps his press 
standing, can send you with dii^atch as many, more as you may re- 
quire, at the rate of one shilling and sixpence a sheets provided your 
local printers may not be provided with suitable paper. 

II. As, in the present case, the object is to secure LierrtY} 
which is a sacred right of nature inherent in every individual man, 
you will probably, Sir, agree with the Committee in opinion, that on 
this question every man, in his own parish or ward, in his own village 
or market town, ought to have an opportunity of saying, for him- 
self, whether he prefer being a perspn or a things ajrecman or a 
slave. 

On this account it seems far more proper that Petitions for the 
present object should be every where made as easily accessible to the 
People as possible, rather than that they should be proposed in 
General Meetings of large cities or counties, which very few in com- 
parison can attend. 

And, Sir, it is peculiarly fit and desirable, that such persons as 
arc in too indigent a situation (much of which has been the conse- 
quence of misgovernment) to be subject to " diixct taxation^* should 



aevnthetess be freely allowecl to sign Petitions, which onlypny that 
perKOQs 10 taxed shall have votes in elections, whilu tliemselves are 
excluded. 

The Gignatiirea of such persons must be evidence that they are 
Dot contending for universal siiffrage, but would feel themselves in a 
state of protection and security they do not now enjoy, provided the 
basis of national freedom had the extent proposed. 

Such persons, as our fellow-countrymen, as a most numerous and 
truly iinporlant part of the community, have an unauestionable right 
to join in a measure for the common protection; and it is the evident 
dictate of wisdom, that they should be invited so to do. 

III. The Committee, Sir, are aware, that among persons who, 
from the obvious necessity of Reform, virtuously mate it an object of 
desire, an end to be pursued, there are those who yet have no very 
accurate idea of the meana; and some in particular, who have not even 
taken the trouble to ascertain, in their own minds, an essential point, 
namely, what is the continuance of a Parliament which is required by 
the Constitution. 

On a point so fundamental, and most easily solved, they are so 
■ careless, as to sulfer themselves to remain in doubt. 

Now, Sir, it is certain, that, so far as on this point our Constitu- 
tion is to be evidenced, either by centuries of sound practice, or by 
the presence, or by the absence of declaratory Law, we Sod, that for 
more than twelve hundred years, from the firstsovcrcignty of its Sax- 
on Founders vitYim this island, in the year^SO, down to the year 1694, 
a parliament of a longer continuance than one year, never had the pre- 
tended sanction of a statute. 

" Liberty," as observed by Blackstone, " being the very end 
" and scope of the English Constitution,"* because Liberty is a sa- 
cred right of Man's nature, not even the practice of many centuries, 
unless founded in justice and reason, ought to be taken as a full proof 
of what, as an essential of the Constitution, is unalli-ra/ile by parlia- 
ment, that is, by any power less than that of the nation itself, persun- 
allif deciding. 

Long practice, therefore, unless so sound and so just, as to stand 
the test of reason, we admit is not to be relied on for proving what ia 
constitutional, 

IV. Our absolute right, independent of practice, long or short, 
good or bad, to parliaments of a continuance not exceeding one year, 
IS demonstrated in the fallowing manner: 

Liberty being an Englishman's best inheritance, and it being hia 
right to enter into the whole of his inheritonce on attaining onc-and- 
twenty years of age, if he be kept out of the best part of that inherit- 
ance for seven years, for three years, or for any other period of time, 
his liberty and property are violated. 

If he can have no certainty for the enjoyment of properly in free- 

• Cwn. 1. «. 



icok itsdf, hh proper ty in landsi in goods, or chatteUi cannot ha^e a 
ifaftdow of security. 

On a suppofiiticm that the House of Commons really did. fully and 
equally represent the People, yet, even in that case^ ieptennial par- 
liaments would deprive the whole Nation of its Liberty for six parts in 
•even of human life; as under triennial parliaments they would be de* 
prived for two parts in three of human life. 

As this principle equally forbids biennial parliaments, you have' 
here a demonstration, that neither our Constitution, nor our Liberties, 
nor reason, nor justice, will endure parliaments of a continuance ex^ 
ceeding one year. 

V. Under yearly parliaments, and supposing them to be regu* 
larly elected on a day certain, every Englishman would then, some 
time within the first year of manhood, and so in every succeeding 

J ear, enjoy that right of voting in the election of a parliament, which 
I essential to Liberty. 

Hence it is manifest, that ** if there ever were a deliberate stab to 
^* public liberty and the national sovereignty more flagitious thatt 
^ ordinary*-a treason against the Constitution pre-eminently crimi- 
♦* nal, — it was that of the triennial act of \Q9^J'* 

Wherefore we must not be surprised,, '^ that *^ triennial parlia- 
*' ments, while we had them, were offensively corrupt, and crowned 
*' their perfidy by consigning the Nation to parliaments for seveti 
"years."* 

VI. Ill, then, would it become Englishmen who know, and 
wl!ir hold sacred the Rights and Liberties of their country, should they 
put them to hazard by speaking of them equivocally/. 

This were a sacrifice they could not be warranted to make, in 
mere tenderness to«th6 doubts and dreams of gentlemen too fashion- 
ably careless to make themselves masters of the truth, although 
near the surface of knowledge, and within the compass of a nut- 
shell. 

And infinitely more ought men of principle and discernment to 
disconcert the insidious machinations of the factious, who, under 
the mask of pretended doubts, systematically and constantly do all in 
their power to obstruct the work, and to undermine the cause of Re- 
form, that their party may one day despotically rule, as others have 
done, by corrupt influence. 

VI L There are, we also .know, too many unfortunate dupes of 
that notorious cheat, Expedience^ who are taught to seek, in the first 
instance, triennial rather than annual parliaments, on the mere as- 
sumption, that * it were more easy to recover at one stroke, apart 

* than the ivhole of our Liberties, — to re-establish, at one exertion, a 

* portion of the Constitution, than the entire fabric* 

But this assumption is niere sound without sense; a visionary 
fancy, contradicted by fact and reason. 

* Union's Appeal to the Nation, 52. 



A iTienniid parliament h NOT a [lart of our LIberticsi but waa, 
and ever must be, a deadly violation ofthcni. 

A triennial parliament, us uc have proved, neither is, nor was, 
nor ever can be a portion of ttic Conktitution. While it disgraced 
our country, its history is this, --It v/as born in treason, it lived ia 
corruption, it died in infamy. 

To imagine that Libertif, which is inherent in man, a principle, 
an indefeasible right of nature, ig made up q\' parts, were a. gross niia- 
conccption. 

Hwice it is a vulgar error, arising from a confusion of iilcas, to 
conclude, that when a nation's liberty has been taken away, it i« to 
be recovered part by part, or, as some express it, step by nt^-p. 

In ascending a mountain, which ia an animal labour of our limbs, 
wemust, it is true, proceed c/ep by s/ep; bat ia u vArk oUnirllfd, ia 
reclaiming a stolen right, in demanding Jtulice, which can no other* 
wise be obtained than by being of one mind, the case is difl'erent. 

The experience of all times has proved, that a Dcspotibni is not 
to be put down pragresiiveli/i but must be subJtuid at once, or not 
at all. 

To that end, therefore, osakimity is the one thing kbedful. 
Wanting thii;, the People of course fail; while a Nation that is of 
ONE MIND assuredly succeeds. 

VIII. How is UNAHIMITY td be brought about? — By tbe po- 
tent charm of honest dealing, and the spirit-stirring povrer of niauly 
decision, combined with tbe omnipotenceofTruth. 

These will influence a People, whom calamity, and a despair 
of good from aught else, have prepared to unite ior that which alone 
can afford relief, — for that Rel'urm which is wholly to free them, from 
Taxation except witli their own consent, given through Representa- 
tives held to their interest by the control of annual election. 

Thus speaks Nature, in language that is intelligible. Thus— 
but thus alone — shall be produced a unanimity, before which no 
DESPOTISM can stand. 

IX. When Ilights are such that he who runs may read, and he 
who reads must feel them at his heart, the languaj^e of ambigvili/ ia 
cause of dislrusl; cautious reseive creates suspicion; and sneaking 
iimidily breeds nought but contempt. 

Such are the sentiments of the Hamfpen Association. With 
these sentiments, its Committee address you with frankness Hav- 
ing so done, it is its wish that every Englislinian shall as freely think, 
and as freely act. 

X. Here, Sir, it is material to remark, that the Committee have 
not heard of a single existing Petition which expressly prays that 
parliaments may be again maAu irieiinia' ; nor of more than hali'a 
dozen, which desire that parliaments may he shortened, but without 
specifying in what degree; while, on the other hand, they are alrea- 
dy in possession of more tlian five liundred Petitions, signed by up- 
wards of one hundred and fifty tliousand Persons, who claim parlia- 
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mentft of a continuance not exceeding ONE YEAR, as the undoubtr 
ed Right of the English Nation. 

Then, surely^ Sir, any one who is himself in a state of ignorance"-' 
for knowledge removes thubt-^'will pause ere he venture, by prcpos' 
ing ought thai is equivocal^ on rashly breaking in upon such an ad- 
vancet and on ground so solid, towards national unanimttt! 
That one who really doubted should suspend his otvn declaration, 
were commendable: but that he should become active for preventing 
the declarations of such as had no doubts, would have a very ques- 
tionable appearance. 

XI. Under such circumstances as the present, were our coun- 
trymen, for instance, to be advised to petition for parliaments that 
should have a * constitutional continuance,' without explaining what, 
in that respect, is constitutional, must not such advisers have to en* 
counter, from every well-informed and spirited Englishman, interro- 
gatories and comments such as these: — 

' How is this? On a point essential to our Liberties, on a fan- 

* damental of our Constitution, are you really ignorant? If so, we 

* must needs say, these are not times- for blind guides. 

' If not ignorant, then your conduct, whether we contemplate 

* the effect on the Public, or on Parliament, has a worse aspect. To 

* use, on so vital a point, the language of ignorance or of ambiguity, 
^ is to favour the absurd notion of shidlow, and the insidious lesson of 

* factious men, that Parliamentary duration is mere matter of judg- 
^ ment and discretion. 

' When to remove ignorance and dispel doubt, ought to be the 
' effort of every enlightened patriot, when nought can save us but 
^ knowledge, unanimity, and firmness, this equivocal language on a 

* right that is certain, this timidity of expression on a right we must 
^ recover, or be slaves, is most reprehensible. 'Tis to invite, to sti* 
^ mulate, to beat up for pusillanimity and disunion. 

^ Would you tempt the People to risk a rivetting of their chains, 
' by leaving the interpretation of your equivocal words to their op- 

* pressors, to the very faction whose explanation would be the death 

* of Freedom! 

* Why go ye not one step farther? Why not altogether drop 
^ the word constitution, counselling us merely to state, that we are 

* aggrieved, and desire to be redressed, but humbly submit the means 
^ to that honourable House, in which the seats, and consequently the 

* People, are bought and sold? 

* We, however, should recommend it to you, first to try the 

* soundness of your advice on the People of Morocco. On merely 

* telling their emperor they like not slavery and desire freedom, 

* should he make them free, we may then adopt your mode for re- 

* covering the libi^rties of England.* — Such is the reprehension to 
^hich wrong advisers would expose themselves. 

No, Sir, we are not desirous of being thought blind guides; stiU 



lets iroutdwe have OUT gincerity suKpected. In our judgment, (he 
time is come for speaking plain, and to the purpose. 

Xri. Had any thing been wanting to a conviction of the neces- 
sity of a radical reform, or to unanimity in ilB support, it lias, on a, 
recent occasion, been well supplied. 

Without at all entering iato the merits of the Com Bill, we 
saw, that while the House of Commons voted on it in direct opposi- 
tion to a Public Voice, more unequivocally expressed than on any 
former occasion, if called around it a standing arnii/ of ioldien 'uiell 
JknUhed mth ball cartridges. 

Wlien such is become the mode nf settling questions between a 
House of Commons and the People, whose organ and very image 
that House ought to be, who sees not that the sole alternative iefl us, 
is either a radical Reform, or the military despotism of a corrupt and 
many-headed Oligarchy, the most hateful of all Tyrannies! 

XIII. Between voting, lioweveg, on a Com tUU, and voting on 
Petitions of Rigid, there is a (listioction which claims particular no- 
While few were competent to judge of a strange phenomenon, 

new in politics, that of cheap bread being thought by grave states- 
men to be a public evil; and while the Cum Bill was involved in the 
niceties of three abstruse sciences. Finance, Commerce, and Politi- 
cal CBconomy, we may admit tliat votes for that bill, might have 
been given conscientiously. 

But when the same persons, or any others, shall have to vote on 
the three concise propositions in the Prayer of our Petitions of Right, 
eacli propositiou an undeniable principle of the Constitution, they will 
find themselves in a diilerent situation. 

Self-evident principles arc stubborn, unmanageable things. They 
have but one shape and one aspect. They shut out mystery. They are 
not susceptible of refinement. They are files to the tongues of learned 
vipers. Casuists they confound, and the sophistry of knaves they defy. 

XIV. These principles will shew us whether in any assembly, 
or in any society of English Gentlemen, it will be found possible, in 
open day, and in the face of the Nation, to vote against self-evident 
Right, o.ni^/or self-evident iniquity: Whether, in defiance of truth, 
of justice, of argument, and public conviction, it will be found possi- 
ble to advocate the continuance of a despotic power of taking money 
out of every Englishman's pocket without his consent; and of subject- 
ing his property to discretionary demands as httle founded in right, as 
those occasionally made on Houoslow Heath; and for all this, plead- 
ing conscience. 

XV. When petitioning in your parts may have been carried into 
effect, the Committee, Sir, would esteem it a favour to be informed of 
the number of Petitions, the plac«s they come from, and the number 
of signatures, for entry in the Register they keep. 

If they can in Town be useful to tlic friends of this great cause 
in the Country, their best services may be freely Ci 
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Should any insUttCCS occur oiabaruction in the es^reoie of t^ 
Iftcred right of petitioning, die eyidence of the iacU ought to b^ 
carefully taken in writing, and preseryed. 

I have the honour to be. 

Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 





Chairman of the Committee* 

Commitke Room 
/JTo. 7, Bury 'Street, St, James\ 
April, i81J. 
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HAMPDEN CLUB, 

Saturday, March 4th, 1815. 

EXTRACT FROM THE PROCEEDINGS. 

That the following Form of a Petition, which has been 
read, is approved of, as the one which shall be printed and circulat- 
ed by means of our Subscription ; to be proposed in Meetings of 
Counties, Parishes, or Districts; or otherwise tendered for the Sig* 
natures of such as may approve the same. 

TO THE HONOURABLE THE COMMONS OF THE 
UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND IRE- 
LAND, IN PARLIAMENT ASSEMBLED, 

The Petition of the Undersigned, Inhabitants of 

Sheweth, 

That your Petitioners have a full and immoveable conviction, 
a conviction which they believe to be universal throughout the King- 
dom, that your Honourable House doth not, in any constitutional or 
utional sense, represent the nation. 
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That when the People have ceased to be repretented, tbe Coa- 
stitutinn is subverted: 

That Taxation without Bepresentation Ji a state of Slavery; 

That war, o» a came of excessive liuces, being the Harvest of those 
who live by Corruption, the cause and characttr of the toar Vihich corn- 
fueneed in I79j, ^oitr I'etiltjners now conceive to be, by the enlightened 
part of the commuJiHy, well understood. 

That as the tremendous tempest of wor is not to be stayed at the 
bidding ofthoie in whose mad and wicked counsels it had its or^n, sn 
it is probable that the Cnntriyera of the late war did not intend the- 
magnitude and duration it altainrrl, mhich magnitude and duration, 
■ the portent'ias calamities now found in l/ieir train, are fast opening 
eyes of a deluded nation to the evil deeds of its authors.- 

Thai now these vadeed rulers, themsdves, if not infatuated, must 
know, that either that usurpation which has divested the People of their 
Representation must befsr ever put down; or the liberty of England must 
perish, and the security of property be annihilated. 

That there is no property in fliat which any person or persong, 
any power or authority, can take from the people without tlieir con- 

nial the scourging of a Taxation without Representation is ar- 
rived at a si-verily too harrassing and vexatious, too intoleratle and 
degrading, to be longer endured without being unceasingly protested 
against, and as unceasingly resisted by all possible means xuarrantcd by 
the I onstitution, until redress be obtained, 

T/mt in such a condition of their Country, your Petitioners are 
shocked to behold contending factions,^ aUke guilty of their Cowatry's 
Kronvs, alike forgetfd of her Rights, mocking the public patience with 
repeated, protracted, and disgusting debates, on questions tf refinement' 
in the complictited and abstruse science of Taxation; as if in such re- 
fnemenls, and not in a reformed Representation; as if in a consolidat- 
ed corruption, and not in a renovated Constitution, relief viere to be 

, That in the discussions which ihey have witrtessed, your Petitioners 
see nought but what hath a direct tendency to place the English PfofAa 
in a situation, in luAifA the unrelenting lash of unconstitultimal taxation 
tnay, in all time to come, be laid on to the utmost extent of human en- 
durance,' 

That instead of such a course, your Petitioners hold it to be self- 
evident, tliat there are not any human means of redressing the Peo- 
ple's wrongs, or composing their distracttil minds; or of preventing 
the subversion of Liberty and the Establishment ol' Despotism; un- 
less by calling the coiled ive -wisdom and virtue of the Community 
into Council, by the election of a free Parliament; 

Wherefore, considering, that through the usurpation of a Borough 
Tactiim and other causes, the People have been put even out of a con- 
dition to consent to Taxes; and ■considering also, that until their sacred 
flights of Election shall be restored, no free Parliament can liave exist' 
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iM6^; your Petitkmen pray that your Honmmble House wU, witk* 
out dday» pass a law for putting the aggrieved and much-wron^el^ 
People in possession of -their undoubted rights: — ^to Representation 
G0-extensiYe» at the least, with direct Taxation— 4o an equal distri* 
bution throughout the Community^ of such- Representation; — and to 
Parliaments of a continuance according to the Constitution, namely, 
not exceeding one year. 



%%»%»%%»%»%<»> 



N. B. The whole, or any part, of the foregobg Petition which is 
^ UtdicSf may be omitted at diflcretion. 



FORM OF THE HAND BH^L. 



TAXES at the WILL of the BOROUGH FACTION^ 

OR^ 

TAXES according to the CONSTITUTION. 

*< Choose you this Day which you prefer : As for me and my 
House, we prefer the Constitution !*' HAMPDEN. 

A REFORM in the REPRESENTATION OF THE PEG- 
PLE in the COMMONS HOUSE of Parliament, is the only mea- 
sure which affords any hope of seeing UNNECESSARY WAR, with 
ito ruinous Expense, avoided; USELESS OFFICES, SINECURE 
PLACES, and UNMERITED PENSIONS abolished; the POOR 
URATES considerably reduced ; and such ECONOMY in every de- 
paitment of the State introduced; as to enable a virtuous Parliament 
materially to lessen those TAXES which bear the most heavily on 
the GROWERiS OF CORN, or on the LABOURING CLASSES 
OF THE COMMUNITY; namely the TAXES on CANDLES, 
SOAP, SALT, SUGAR, and LEATHER. 

A PETITION FOR SUCH REFORM lies for Signature^ 

At 

At 
And at 



• LETTERS to CLARK30N on AFRICANuid ENGLISH FaEEDOM.'' 



d Liberties of England arc c^mmitttd la thi keeping oftia rayrLM.' 
" Appeal, of 1813, to the Nation, p. 75." 



■; as well as what are Ihe aotK uetHa, whereby 

P. as. " What, then, waa the oistacli which Ihe virtuous men I bavo named, 
fnit Iheir associates, had thi* ;eBT to encounteif Why not rely on the mere good 
■enso and consistency of Parlianieni itself? — No: Tbi King's MiNnna — the 
»cry man arraigned in 1809, for sillino thb Peotle or Enol*kd, their Laws 
aod Liberties by the sale of Parhamentury Scuts, bad signed s Treaty, giving a re- 
newed sanction to the selling of African Negroes. This was sufficient to convince 
Ibe Orators that, unless Ihe Nalim I'Isel/ should once more raise its voice in the 
cause, they had no lio/ie of auccesi; while, provided Ihe nation should answer (a 
their call, they were con^deiil of accinRplishiag their otijecl. 

"This conviction, this strong feeling oflhoso experienced men, that unti THE 
VOICE UP THE PEOPLE from the four winds of heaven, should breathe up. 

ralln^ of Dry Banes, {so strikingly pictured by Ezekiel) utterly incapable of the 
functions ot true political life, — this convictton of those ciperieneed persons, re- 
markably illustrates, and lUUy confirms ihe doctrine 1 have invariably inculcate^ 
namely, that RADICAL Rerorm is the only PRACTICABLE E./orm." 

P. 23, Earl Crei/ said, " His abject had been to show them the magnitade of 
die danger, iJiaC Iheir eflbrts to avert it migbc be coMmenmrale to it, and to be- 
seech them that their feelings might not end in a temporary expression, but that 
fliey should impress them on the minds of tbeu' phUdren, on Iheir /ri'mdj, on public 
OMEmblifit^rtdi strive in their fajtiilieit their counties, and in Parliament, 10 apply ^ 

P. 23. Sir SaiKuel Romilly remarked, that, " It became tre People of Etro- 

half measure mind you, but ma coiirLriE aibutios; — He believed that, generally, 
indieidvah were not aware of the influence and power they possessed when united 
in a common cause, although Ihe abolilian itself, and matiy other important measures 
bad been carried by Ihe united energia of the iidiabitants of this connlry. Those 
numerous PETITIONS with which the tables of Ihe LegisUture had been crowd- 
ed, Ihe Parliament could not retist, and the objert so supported, was certain to be ef^ 
Jectedi and eiery man who signed Ihem, had Che delight of knoning that he shar- 
ed the Rioiy." 

P. a4. According to Mr. ffilberforce, •' It was the main object of the meeting 
, that eiiery indioiduat., in his separate walk of life, should endeavour to disieminale 
knoviledse on this important subject, and to awake the feelings which lauuAedge on 
Huch a subject -muit jiiWbc^ He himself felt deeply erimin^ in having been re- 
miss in spreading that intelligence! — All ^lould endeainut to eicite universal dii- 
gntl against this horrid traffic; — following the example of hia friend Mr. Brougham, 
who. by the law which he bad introduced into Parliament, had stamped a character 
of infamy on the traffic, and caused the trader to be considered, not only as the 
perpeinilor of an actfrjrbi'lden by the lav.; but as one whose occupation was equally 
disgraceful wilh that of the AouitAreo^r, or Aejiick-jxicliel." 
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F. 25. Thongh last, not least of the generous band, pfermit me now to lepeaf 
IIm sentimeats of Mr. Whitbreadi that Gentleman, ** Hoped tiiey would all adopt 
the |>;i^TITION which ^ had the honour to propose to ^hetn, and give it Aeir 
gignaturei. He wished all of them to use their influence in the diffusion of the 
sentiments of that Petition, till they became NATIONAL beyond all that was je- 
corded in history; * in order that Parliament, speaking the language for imce o£ a 
nnhed and universal people, might be enabled to restore us to the great and proud 
aitoation in which we stood before the s^nature of the Treaty." 

P. 25. ** Let what would be the government, and who ever might be the ruler^ 
tins was a question.*' jmoceeded Mr. W^hitbread, ^ which, with or without alliance, be 
would not be disposed to abandon, and till it was carried, he thought the sword ought 
noi to be sheathed,** 

P. S5. ** There was too much of sincerity in the manner of the kte mairement, 
too ardent a call on the PUBLIC for an expression of its OPINION, and £00 
mureserved a declaration of the right MEANS of proceeding for insuring «HHTfflffiit 
to admit a possibility of imagining, that these distinguished- persons would tamely 
ffpoucfa in silence to any power on earth, which should hope, by an adherence to the 
abominable article of the lace Treaty, to revive the African Slave Tkade, in defiance 
pr TH£ PEOPLE OF ENGLAND. The object of the movemeot was, not to 
prevent the existence of an article so disgraceful^ but, knowing it to exist, to cause it 
to be expunged." 

Mr. Whitbread further said, '• that to adopt the PETITION was the ONLY 
MEANS by which they could hope to see accomplished the work in which they 
were engaged : but without a general expression of the sentiments q/* THE P£0« 
PLE, their wishes would be incSfectual." **• The Members of the Legislature had 
been more than once compelled to listen to the voice of THE PEOPLE; and it 
wsks well known to most of them, that a late measure, the Property Tax, had 
^en abandoned in consequence of the universal feeling of THE PUBLIC against it. 

** They had but to ^>P£ AK and to AC T, and they needed not to despair, that at 
the approaching Congress their wishes would be accomplished, and their national cha» 
racter redeemed; and that they would yet save Africa from the ruin with which it 
was threatened. 

*• They ought to endeavour to obtain the signature of every man in the country ^ 
i|nd each to exert himself in his respective sphere.** 

P. 26. " The scope of this spirit-stirring language was not restricted, as is too 
often the case in politics, to the question immediately in hand. ti)at-of averting a 
renewal of slavery from the Negroes of Africa ; but was equally clear and empha* 
tic, as to the RIGHT MEANS, and the SOLE MEANS, of removing the yoke 
of slavery from the neck of ENGLAND." 

P. 27. " Subscribing to every word spoken by these enlightened men, or which 
can be spoken, in favour of NEGRO LIBERTY, I yet feel that ENGLISH LI- 
BERTY, has a still stronger claim to my exertions. In God*s name, let us give 
to the Negro all we owe him; but to the Englishman let us not give less! For 
the NEGRO PEOPi^E, let us unite, let us sute their wrongs, let us,** raising a 
voice which Parliament will not disregard, call for JUSTICE! But then for the 
ENGLISH PEOPLE, let us equally demand a redress of their grievances, their pa- 
ramount wrong ; and, by an assertion of their evident right, seen by every eye, 
and felt in every heart, let us, in the language of our Bill of Rights, claim, de- 
mand, and insist upon a complete, a radical abolition of the rotten-borough Slave 
Trade, and a perfect Establishment of Constitutional Liberty ; so that Parliament, 
not merely /or once, but for ever afterward^ shall speak the language of a united 
and universal People.** 

P. 29. "Their conduct towards an abolition of the ACCURSEI> BOROUGH 
SLAVE TRADE, now that. War can no longer be a plea for postponement, we 
may therefore anticipate. In the sale of Parliamentary Seats, do they not daily 

* They v ere signed by 750, 449^ Persons. 



IS 

-Mc THE PEOPLE OF ENGLAND BOUGHT AND SOLD f At AJAcm pa- 
trioU, their pirt hii beec well pUyei Ai English patriots, 4 noblpr part remaim 
M be suirtaiiiMl, « Bcrvice to humanity to be performpd u much grMIer in eilent 
and magnitude, b.i fulfiUiog the weightier matters oT the lav, b superior to paying 
tithe o( mint, smse and cummin. 

" Have I mis-stated our comparati»e dulJea to Negroland end to England? Does 
Riuoiow, which requires at our hand the leseer duty, ^isolce ua from the greater? 
Has Chbistiahitt, which pours into the politiosl wounds of Africa (he wine and 
■ul that heals them, no balm for healing Ihe state-ulcers of our own Country?" 

P. ,11. " Their doctrine, drawn from Truth and Nature, K that inifAoiif una- 
nimity, NOTHINGcanbe effected; with iu EVERT THING; that to goto 
vork BY HALVES, wersfoUy and cert^n failure; but RADICALLT to set a- 
■boutit, true wisdom and certain siu:ceu. Assemble, Iheylherefore say. your ' Cnunftu,* 
plead in the ' PvUic AuemUitt^ reason with ' yavr Friendt' exhort < your FanUUt^ 
'and animate fven yoar litlU aUdreni • let the diffuHu^ ofijasr KHiimeali be unU 
ttrul;' impress them ' on every I'ariiuiWun/;' ' nor let the eiprcssion of jour feelings 
be Inaporar^, butptTKiwiiiei until theybecome NATIONAL, beyond all that is 
lecorded in History." 

' Dissenunate hioviUdge on the subject?— awake the feelings of the Nation; 
*idte uiincTiat ditgmi against the ftoirW Iraffic;' — 'stamp it wiih a character of 
in/hmy'— >t become* the NATION to inle^rrvi'— let Parliament hear the language 
ef a umtcd atvd aniversal Pkofli;' — let them ' with one voice, insist upon th« 
COMPLETE ABOLITION.' Every thing must yield to ' tbe uniled energiet 
oftheinbabiunlii of this country;'— 'their numerous PETITIONS Parliameirt 
oonWnof reiiit'i — ' the object so supported was cerlain to be eflectedj' — • obtain the 
«gaH(ure of ei-crt) man in the country,'— ■ they buve but to SPEAK and to ACT/ 
and, * they would restore us to the great and proud situation in which we onco 
alood!' Tlie lesson all through is, PETITION! PETITION! PETITIONl 
UBoeatingly PETITION, till crowned with victory." 



Seeing Ibat Feti'lioni did not prevent the Com Bill. why. it is asked, are Pjli- 
twai to obtain a ParHanenlari/ Btfurm? — It is answered, that the coses are materi- 
aOy differenl. In one case, the retnonslrance was merely againat the imposition of 
me additional lax: In thcothcr, iiisagainstbeingheld in /myvfun/ i/aiwy, subject 
ta an unlimited and merciless taiation, at the oibitrary will of men who have stolen 
into tbe seats of legisUtion, against Ihe Uiglits and Liberty of the People. 

In the former case, the deiperalion of Ministers un llie subject of the JVnnncej, 
drove them to the hazardous eiperiment of inflaming the Nation, trusting that if. tj 
aid of their armed force, they could carry tbeir point, the People would submit to 
one additional tai. 

But when, by the language of Petitions, Ministers shall find that the People ac- 
curately understand the Constitution, and that they demand Justice, and claim a 
Eight, without which they and their posterity must be for ever in a condition ofa^ 
lolute slanerg, with its unbounded and merciless Taiailon, at Ihe will of usurpers, 
can it be imagined that Ministcni will dare to tell the People in no unequivocal 
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